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Ait ken 
d aught 
arrest c 


over 


trial plot 


By Kim Songupta and 
Ian Burrell 

IN Asensational development 
in the Jonathan Aitken affair, 
die former Tbiy minister’s 17- 
year-old dangjhter was arrested 
on suspicion of conspiracy to 
pervert the course of justice. . 

Victoria Aitken was taken ly 
her aunt from her father's 
home near the House of Com- 
mons to a central London po- 
lice station where she was 
questioned in connection with 
his collapsed Hbel action^ ; ’ 
Officers from the Metro- • 
politan Police also arre&ed 
Said Ayas, 56, foe 
liomuzef said to 
Aitken’s^biJl at the Paris Ritzho- 
tel in September 1993, an 
anangememvrtijdipxjvedtobe 
the former minister’s downfall, 
Mr Ayas was then the busi- 
ness manager of Prince Mo- 
hammed bin Fahd, the son 


of King Fahd of Saudi Arahia. 

Lastnight a member of the 
Aitken family disclosed to The 

Mr Aitken’s wife Lolida would 
also have been arrested yester 
. day, hadsbe not been out of foe 
country. „ . 

Mr Aiflcen’s wife muldaughr 
ter had boffi beep, give' 

we^du^to fMppttft 
that foe 

Rfiz hadj^rovj 

ed Mr' A|t££a^ #$11 a'JHgfee 
^ tanSBi^^sayirghe had 

effiinea^i 1 

events w&s M&ed- on^vfertLtiie 
had beentol^yffe^^^^Ed 
daughteir^ter studying i&pt- 



iSaid Ayas; Also arrested 


the women, police 

elled to Paris ai^ ^votzefoand 

to examine the evidence. 

The family member, who 
asked not to be identified, said: 
“We were dspactire something 
Eke this [ftearrest ofVictorja 
Aitken] - it is aliio do with the 
stay in Paris. Sheisnqt partic- 
ulariyupset about tins, although 
it is not a pleasant experience 
for a young gill to go throiagh. 

“This has been hanging over 
the family for such a long time. 
It has got to be resolved.” 

Ms Aitken, who is studying 
for A-levels at a sixth-form col- 
lege in Oxford, returned to foe 
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Murder case 
man tortured 
to death by 
Maze loyalists 



family home nearly four horns 
after leaving for the police sta- 
tion and was met by a crowd of 
photographers and reporters. 

In a brief statement, Scot- 
land Yard said: “A 17-year-old 
girl was interviewed at a Lon- 
don police station today at a 
previously arranged meeting. 
She was subsequently arrested 
on suspicion of conspiring to 
pervert the course of justice” 

The arrests provided foe 
latest twist in Mr Aitken’s dis- 


astrous attempt to refute the al- 
legations that he allowed Mr 
Ayas to pay bis Ritz bxLL 
- The inmister’s battle to dear 
his flame using what he memo- 
rably described as “the simple 
sword of truth and foe trusty 
shield of fair play” led to his hu- 
miliation as the case collapsed 
last June. He was forced to drop 
the action when lawyers acting 
for The Guardian and Granada 
Television produced evidence 
that Mrs Aitken had been in 


Photograph: Michael Crabtree 


Switzerland at the time foe was 
supposed to have paid the bOL 

The libel action, which be- 
gan in 1995, was expected to 
lead to Mr Aitken’s financial 
ruin but he was recently ap- 
pointed to a position with de- 
fence giant GEC-Marconi. 

Mr Aitken resigned as Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury in April 
1995 to fight the libel action. He 
lost his seat at South Thanet, 
Kent, which he had represented 
since 1974, at foe last election. 


By David McfOttrfck 
Ireland Correspondent 

DAVID Keys, the loyalist found 
hanging in the Maze, suppos- 
edly the UK’s most secure pe- 
nal institution, had been 
tortured and died a slow death. 

The authorities believe he 
most probably died of strangu- 
lation before his loyalist asso- 
ciates strung him up and left him 
hanging him in his celL But first 
they spent time beating and se- 
verely abusing him with various 
home-made weapons, causing 
horrible injuries, before slash- 
ing his wrists. 

He was found hanging in the 
prison on Sunday morning. He 
did not know it, but be was a 
dead man from the rime he had 
been escorted Into foe Loyalist 
\triunteer Force wing a few days 
earlier. Last night an LVF pris- 
oner at the Maze was arrested 
in connection with foe death. 

Some weeks ago, it is be- 
lieved, he was involved in two 
murders carried out by the 
LVF; he did not realise that he 
was tkstiueo to become the next 
victim of that group’s savagery. 

Ihe outride world may won- 
der bow it is that in the UK’s 
bigbest-security prison a group 
of loyalist prisoners have the op- 
portunity to torture David Keys, 
almost at their leisure. The an- 
swer is that conditions at the 
Maze prison lend themselves 
very easily to such an attack. 

The jail is heavily guarded, 
but behind the multiplicity of 
walls, wire fezioes, gates and bare 
are the actual wings, consisting 
of 26 cells and a number of oth- 
er rooms. And here the pris- 
oners run the show, which 
means the paramilitary groups 
they belong to are in charge. 
Staff normally go into this area 
only at pre-arranged times. 

Last week. Keys and three 
other men were charged with 
the murders of Philip Allen and 


Sex claim ‘mystifies* Clinton Four legs good in the Cold War 


By James Roberts 

PRESIDENT CLINTON yes- 
terday did his best to put as 
much distance as possible be- 
tween hims elf and the woman 
who is possibly foe most cred- 
ible witness yet to testify about 
his sexual behaviour. 

Kathleen WDley, 51, told 
on tdevirioii On Sunday bow, in 
‘November 1993; outride the 
Oval Office* Mr Clinton kissed 
hex, touched herhreast and put 
heir hand oh his genitals, as she 
asked him for a job. 

Yesterday, speaking at a 
Maryland high school, Mr Clin- 


ton, said be was “mystified and 
disappointed by tins turn of 
events".^ Commenting on foe al- 
leged sexual encounter last 
summer, Mr Clinton said J 
through Ms lawyer that he may 
have been trying to console 
Mrs Willey, whose family faced 
financial nrin. Iahis recent de- 
poritionmtfiePauMJrmesJKx- ‘ 

iia] hawBBriqiff ri^* Ky yiaiH fa . 

may havekwsed M^Wflleyon ; 
the fbrehi^Bd'^a^e; foe v^as : 
so f v: 

Mis Windy yjr&s an eaity 
s up porter of Mr Ctintonwifo to 
apparent^ol^qal axe to grind, 
and was ahgmhlty reluctant to 

: ‘FAUr.j : j- :7 ■ •• 


. come forward, It may make her 
a more credible witness than 
others who have accused the 
Presklent of sexual harassment. 

In 1992, Mrs Willey andhex 
husband eagerly supported the 
Omton-Gare ticket She spent 
election night 1992 in Uttje. 
.Rock celebrating Mr Qmton’s 
victory. A few weeks later, foe 
be^fowfoldq^asimui^aidvol- 
untieer in the White House so- 
cial office. . . 

. jke SejmEeMajority leader ; 
Tbem Lott said Mrs Willey ap- 
peared believable in heir tele- 
vised statements. 

Clinton defence, page 10 


By John Crossland 

THE FOREIGN Office tried to 
use a cartoon version of George 
Orwell’s Animal Farm to 
counter foe spread of post-war 
mrnmrmisfn fn B ritish colonies 
in the Middle East and the Far 
East, according to documents 

released yesterday. 

In 1950, asthe Cold W^r be- 
gan to take hold, the authorities 
grew increasingly concerned that 
'Russia and China were trying to 
cxtcaxlfodrinftumccinrokmics 
such as Singapore, what was 
then Malaya and Egypt So 
Christopher Mayhew’s under- 


cover Information Research De- 
partment tried to win hearts 
and minds with a work which had 
proved “a most effective propa- 
ganda weapon” in the VfesL 
Cartoonist Norman Pett and 
scriptwriter Don Freeman were 
called in to create the cartoons, 
but soon ran up against the For- 
eign Office’s lack of flexibility. 
Ueutenant-Odood Leslie Sheri- 
dan insisted on a “regular drill” 
to ensure prompt delivery of the 
cartoon at his secret headquar- 
ters. “I lave already begun send- 
ing out the strips to my various 
cheats and you win appreciate the 
importance of being regular.” 


As the secret files from the 
Public Record office reveals, the 
cartoonists also ran into prob- 
lems with their designs for the 
farmyard animals. Sheridan 
complained that Boxer “the 
faithful, steady, plodding can 
horse ... looks too pansy. He 
looks almost as effeminate as 
Pretty Polly herself." 

The cartoon was not suc- 
cessful Baffled by the Lack of in- 
terest in Egypt, the IRD cabled 
the Cairo embassy, saying: “We 
suggest that a local artist con- 
vert oak trees into palms and 
substitute feathers for bowler 
hats and turn skir ts in saron gs. " 


Computer buffs forge ahead for an easy buck 


B^DfoM tfsfaome 
In Ney* York • 

THE AMEWCAN dollar has 
& ne V cn e rny. lt lurks in homes 
afladri^the land and is muF 
l^lying stiatSSy. It is foe per- 
sonal computer, alias PC Or 
rather the computer and its co- . 
cctoqrirafor, lie mk-jet printer. 

Tb the dismay of foe US 


dtizensare making a common 
lEyarvay: that even ioexptuMvc 

home PCs can be usedto tum 


out more or less convincing 
exjuntrafotraoney. ? 

. Images of foe tonknotes, 
vfoctherm S100 denmriinarions 
orkwet^^fit^avaflahleon 
the Internet Any oomputer- 
sawy person can . dovvnload 
‘ them and 'print them. An al- 
ternative is to scan in a real 
banknote:-, 

So easyj a child could do it? 
. Cterta^.Amfo® hundreds 
: of cfoes of- computer-forging 
- turning up across foe cotmuy, 
jnany invoke school pupils 


found to have printed out just 
a few, sometimes simply for a 
dare. 

. Matthew Hagens, 16„ of 
Long Jb&nd, Net? York, was ar- 
rested last month, for instance, 
for pasfoig afake $10 itote to 
buy bubble gam- He found foe 
images fipm.au Internet chat . 
noom,'pofice said. 

Robert Rnbin, US ’Beasiny 
Secxetary, wants longer sen- 

teucestoteavaflfolemfcrgCiy • 
cases. His department cfocu— 
{ales that while computet-;?. 


created notes represented 
about 1 percent 'of counterfeit 
money jn cumulation in foe US 
forlfe years ago, thepropdrtkm 
has 1 grown to 43 per cent, and 
is rising. 

VftStihg to' a government 
commission that sets sentences, 
Mr Rubin said: ‘Tteditional 
law-enforcement methods, as 
well as the sentencing giude- 
■ lines, must be adapted to meet 
. foe challenges created by this 

evr?r- changing tedmology." 

. ' The computer-forgers are 


difficult for police to discover 
and then effectively to charge. 
While it .is hard to explain 
away an off-set printer and 
gallbus-of green ink, the mod- 
em forger has nothing more in- 
criminatmg than a PC and 
printer. There may just be a 
Soppy disc with images of ban- 
knotes on it, but only if Inves- 
tigators are lucky. 

The notes wifl usually fool a 
shopkeeper but wfll generally be 
spotted as a fake by any bank. 
The Treasury' is. to launch a 


nationwide campaign to educate 
people, shopkeepers especially, 
on how to spot cyber-money. 

One tip: be suspicious if the 
ink smudges or if foe paper feels 
wrong. The Treasury does not 
print its money on paper bought 
from foe local stationers. 


Damien Ibainor, foe friends 
shot dead in an LVF gun attack 
in a bar In foe quiet Co Armagh 
village of Poyntzpass earlier 
this month. The killings re- 
ceived widespread publicity, 
principally because foe two 
men Idled, a Protestant and a 
Catholic, had had a lifelong 
friendship which transcended 
the sectarian divide. 

Keys was no angel, being in- 
volved in both paramilitaiy ac- 
tivity and drug- trafficking. In 
common with quite a few in- 
volved in the drugs trade, he did 
business with both loyalists and 
republicans. This activity al- 
most got him killed in Novem- 
ber last, when be was shot as he 
sat in a car in east Belfast and 
was badly injured. A loyalist 
group was responsible. 

But he survived and, if the 
security forces are correct, he 
drove the car used in foe shoot- 
ing of Philip Allen and Damien 
Trainor. Keys appeared in court 
on Wednesday, a detective 
telling the court that when 
charged he had replied: “Def- 
initely not guilty, definitely not 
guilty to any of them murdere.” 
During the court appearance, 
according to one observer, 
“looked a bundle of nerves”. 

It seems that Keys, while un- 
der police interrogation, had 
given information to detectives, i 
He must have known that this I 
put him at risk from his LVF as- 
sociates, but apparently be- 
lieved they would either not 
know of this or would forgive 
him for it. 
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known as Cat 


YUSUF Islam, better known as Cat 
Stevens, yesterday returned to music af- 
ter 20 years, by launching a charily al- 
bum. But he insisted he was no longer 
interested in the music business and the 
"sex, drugs and rock and roll” associated 
with iL 

He was joined by MP Martin Bell and 
a Spec ia l envoy of the President of 
BosnbrHeizegovina, to launch the 
record which will raise money for chan- 
ties in the war-ravaged country. 

After he converted to Islam. Yusuf Is- 
lam was persuaded to abandon pop mu- 
sic in 1977 by orthodox Muslim teachers 
who said it was forbidden by Islamic law. 

Yusuf Islam said yesterday: "I am not 
a professional musician any more. Music 
has its place and I do it for love of a no- 
ble cause. 

“It is the difference between the mu- 
sic business and the sex. drugs and rock 
and roll associated with iL and culture." 


Remember tire days: Yusuf Islam in Harrods yeste r day for the signing of his Bosnia war charity album 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Scientist berates secrecy over BSE 
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By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

A LEADING scientist yester- 
day condemned the “culture of 
secrecy" in the Ministry of 
Agriculture which led it to re- 
peatedly refuse outside experts 
who could have helped it 
analyse and curtail the epi- 
demic of “mad cow disease”. 

Professor Roy Anderson of 
Oxford University told the BSE 
inquiry panel yesterday that in 
scientific circles it had been re- 
garded as “like getting blood 
out of a stone" to persuade the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Food (Maff) to let 
independent scientists examine 
its full, and very detailed, data- 
base of cases of bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE). 

It took him seven years to be 
allowed to view it, and even 


then the first verson of the con- 
tract offered by Maff would 
have prevented his research be- 
ing made public. Spirited op- 
position by his university 
eventually ted to that demand 
being watered down. 

Yet the work of Professor 
Anderson and his team at Ox- 


ford is held in international re- 
gard: his report on the BSE epi- 
demic in the UK mainland was 
used by the Government in 
forming its culling strategy, 
while a paper published today 
on the epidemic in Northern 
Ireland should form the basis for 
lifting the export ban from that 


region by the European Union. 

The professor also told the 
pandofhiscfianayattbededine 
in funding for science in the UK, 
which he said bad contributed 
to the BSE problem. 

His first approach to get ac- 
cess to the full database, with de- 
tails of ages and locations of 


cattle diagposedwith_BSE,was 
made to Maff in May 19S9, Pro- 
fefflor Anderson told the inquiry 
paneL In 1984 he had worked 
with Maff in analysing the in- 
cidence of bovine tuberculosis, 
during wfaidihe experienced “a 
strong culture of secrecy”. 

He tried on two more oc- 


casions in the next two years, 
but each time was rebuffed. 

Professor Anderson had in- 
tended to make more careful 
analysis of the epidemic than 
had been made by Maffs sci- 
entists. In their first paper on 
the disease in 1988, they fore- 
cast that it would probably af- 


Beef ban to be lifted for Northern Ireland certified herds 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 


EUROPEAN Union agriculture minis- 
ters last night approved the first lifting 
of the worldwide ban on British beet 

In a «ag<iificaiTt hraakthrniigh fhrTnny 

Blair’s goverwneutv ministers overruled 
objections from Germany and Belgium 
to endorse a scheme allowing exports 
from healthy cattle in Northern Irdand. 


The first exports of beef may fellow “in 
a matter of weeks", according to EU of- 
ficials. The breakthrough will provide a 
huge boost to the Northern Irdand beef 
export trade, which prior to foe ban was 
worth £200m a year. 

Northern Ireland has 27 000 cattie- 
rearing bras, accounting for 12 per cent 
of the total UK herd. The industry has 
been decimated by the EU ban imposed 
after Britain admitted the possibility of 


a Halt between beef and new variant 
Crentzfeldt- Jakob disease. 

The incidence of bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE in) Northern Ire- 
land has been especially low; cattle there 
are mainly grass-fed so were never ex- 
posed to rewi ton tmrtgri and Ulster’s com- 
puterised data base permits cattle 
movements to be reliably traced. 

Under the terms of the deal, form- 
ers in the province wflfbe^ven leave 


to export beef from animals under 30 
months from hods which haw been free 
of BSE for at least eigit years. 

Jade Cunningham, the Minister of 
Agrfcnltnore.nowaccqrtstliattliecerti- 
fiedhodssbbemewinpinbablyiKTCrex- 
tmdto the rest of the UK. Instead, efforts 
are being concentrated on winning ap- 
proval in Brussels for a separate data- 
base scheme under which cattle bora 
after August 1996 coold be exported. 


feet a total of only about 20,0(1) 
cattle. Instead, more than 
161.000 cases occurred. Pro- 
fessor Anderson’s team has 
demonstrated that more than 
1 million cattle were actually in- 
fected with the BSE agent, 
and that the eases eventually 
diagnosed were only the “tip of 
the iceberg”: many of those in- 
fected cattle would have gone 
into the human food chain. 

Analysis of the data did sug- 
gest BSE was not caused by ex- 
posure, .to organophosphates 
(Oft), he said, though it was 
possible they had some trigger 
effect on cattle which ate con- 
taminated feed. Professor An- 
derson said it was too early io 
know how many people might 
be affected by the fatal “new 
variant” Creutzfeldt- Jakob Dis- 
ease (v-CJD), reckoned to be 
caused by BSE-infected food. 
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SPRING, they say, is just 
around the comer. In Febru- 
ary, spring pretended it was 
here, but these nice men at the 
Met Office told us not to be 
taken in, because the start of 
March would be wintry again. 
And they were right - though 
it was not as bad as expected 
in the South-east 

Now they are expressing 
cautious optimism that spring 
really is about to begin, but 
what exactly does that mean? 
Spring, of all our seasons, is 
the least consistent in its be- 


haviour.’ All that romantic 
nonsense about rebirth, and 
daffodils, and trees in bud and 
lambs frolicking in the fields 
gives us a false impression of 
spring as a time of pleasant 
weather, fine spring days cer- 
tainly happen with a fair fre- 
quency, but the statistics 
suggest that long, settled 
spells of good spring weath- 
er do not occur as often as wc 
would tike to believe. 

The meteorologist Profes- 
sor Hubert Lamb once drew 
up a table showing the fre- 
quency of long spells of con- 
sistent weather in Britain. It 
showed, for example, that in 
mid-summer, we occasional- 
ly had week upon week of low 
pressure, or long spells of 
westerly or north-westerly 
winds. In February and early 
March, we quite often have 
cold easterlies settling in for 
long periods. But from the be- 
ginning of April until the 
middle of June, the only thing 
that is consistent about the 
weather is its inconsistency. 

Spring, for all its excellent 
public relations, is not really 
a season at alL It's just 10 
weeks of not knowing whether 
or not to carry an umbrella. 
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Radio 4 defies sceptics as new 
schedule claims high ground 


m 
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By Rob Brown 

Media Ecfitor 

ANY fears that BBC Radio 4 
is to be dumbed daws were laid 
to rest yesterday when its new 
controller, Janies Boyle, ended 
months of speculation by nn . 
veiling a new schedule which is 
indisputably highbrow. 

Extra episodes of The 
Archers and Woman’s Hourwll 
be backed by more drama, 
more current affairs, more 
books programmes ' and more 
comedy in a programming line- 
up which Mr Bqyie described as 
positively Refthian. 

7b reinforce the point that 
there has been no abandonment 
of traditional standards at the 
mainly speech-based service, 
many of Radio 4's most high- 
profile presenters - including 
MeJvyn Bragg from Start the 
Week, James Nanghtie from 
Today , Jenni Murray of 
Woman’s Hour and Ned Sher- 
rin - were present at the launch 
at Broadcasting House. 

They will soon be joined by 
John Fed, Kate Adie, Michael 
Buerk and Martin Bashir (who 
interviewed Diana, Princess of 
Wiles far Pan or a m a), who have 
been given prominent roles in 
the new line-up. 

The only people noticeably 
unhappy yesterday were mem- 
bers of the Bectu broadcasting 
union, angry about job cuts. 
Seventy posts are to go in top- 
ical features and 30 wSl be axed 
in Manchester and Bristol. 

But Mr Bcryle did not let the 
union’s veiled threat of indus- 
trial action mar his carefully re- 
hearsed unvefling of the new 
schedule to a packed press 
conference. “If s the richest 
schedule ever” he proudly pro- 
claimed as a slick audiovikial 
presentation listed the changes. 

As expected, a number of 
long-running strands are being 
axed, including Face the Facts r 
Afternoon Shift, Kaleidoscope, 
Medairmvave and Sport on 4. 
Religions listeners win have to 
get up at 5.45am to hear the 
[ Morning Prayer. The Morning 
Service will also start earlier on 
Sundays. Moral dilemmas wifi 
be explored by Michael Bueik . 


m a new interview programme 

called The Choice. Jonathan 
Dimbleby will grfll a major 
public figure for an imaginary 

Kate Adie wfll became the first 
permanent presenter of Pram 
Our Own Correspondent . 

There win be several fami- 
ly orientated new strands; for 
eluding Home Duths, which 
will be presented by John Fed,' 
who m a de his name as an air 
tentative zimsicDJ on RarfioL 

The network’s flagship 
Tbday news progra m me is being 
stretched to three houxs and 
there were assurances that its 
content will not become “more 
fluffy", as some papas had 
speculated. However, its con- 
tent will be adapted m an at- 
tempt to book occasional 
listeners. 

Steve MhcfaeS, deputy head : 
of news programmes, said: 
“Some people don’t use. us as 
much as. they should. They be- 
lieve in news trams we tee a 
rather staid ami stuffy percep- 
tion.” That is still a perception 
of Radio 4 in general, its con- 
troller conceded yesterday. Mr 
Bqyie said the network’s po- 
faced and pro-establishment 
reputation worried him “more 
than the Rajar figures”, a ref- 
erence to the quarterly audits 
of listening figures which show 
that Radio 4’s audience is pre- 
dominantly old and dwindling. 

“We need to persuade more 
people that Radio 4 is worth lis- 
tening to," Mr Boyle said. “But 
I’Ve got to maintain the inlet 
ligeuc& and variety of pro- 
grammes. otherwise it won’t be 
Rarfio 4.” He described the new 
. schedule as Reithian, a refer- 
ence to the BBC’s founding 
supremo, a fellow Scot who 
committed the corporation to 
a triple mission to inform, ed- 
ucate and entertain. 

“It’s the views of the listen- 
er whichhave shaped the new 
schedule and it’s the best ever,” 
MrBoyle said, confidently fore- 
casting that the changes would 
“reinforce Radio 4’s position as 
tile home of quality, intelligent . • 
and engrossing speech radio - 
the richest speech network in 
the world.” - 



Dr Spock, who 
threw out the 
childcare rule 
book, dies at 94 


if 




Byjeramy Laurance 
Health Editor 

AT ], YOU need is kindliness, 
said Dr Benjamin Spock. The 
childcare expen who played 
midwife to the flower children 
of the Sixties died quietly on Sun- 
day, aged 94. at his home in Cal- 
ifornia,. having helped a 
generation of post-war parents 
dump the rigid strictures on 
chfld rearing they had been told 
to follow and learn bow to relax. 

Despite his huge success as 
an author - his books sold 50 
million copies around the world 
-be died burdened by debt. Re- 
cently his wife, Mary Morgan, 
appealed for help to pay his 
medical bills which were running 
at $125,000 (£78,000) a year. 

The sax-foot four-inch former 




BBC stars at Broadcasting House yesterday: Clockwise from left: Kate Adie, Tommy Pearson, Lars Tharp, James 
NaughtJe, John White, Trevor Harrison, Donald Sinden, Niamh Cusack, John Humph rys Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Smith warns BBC over lottery show 


THE BBC got a stem warning 
from the Government yester- 
day about its involvement in a 
new- lottery scratehcard game 
which has been widely con- 
demned as “the biggest gam- 
bling show in history”, writes 
Rob Brown. 

. In response to an emer- 
gency motion in the House of 
Commons, Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, told the 
chairman and governors of the 
corporation to make sure plans 
for the controversial pro- 
gramme do not breach its own 
charter. 


The public broadcasting ser- 
vice had earlier been accused 
by Gerald Kaufman, chairman 
of the Select Committee on 
Culture, of violating its own 
guidelines and contravening 
“its very basis of existence” by 
promoting the game entitled 
TV Dreams. 

Conservative Culture 
spokesman Frauds Maude said 
the BBC had shown “how for 
beyond the limits of the char- 
ter the programme is” through 
its own “eleventh hour” deci- 
sion to withdraw itsname from 
promotional material for the 
programme. Tfelevision com- 


mercials and billboards now 
make no mention of the new 
show. But it remains the case 
that the contestants must pur- 
chase a scratehcard. 

The BBC’s producer guide- 
lines warn against competi- 
tions which “risk being 
interpreted as gambling or alot- 
tery”. They state that the Lot- 
teries and Amusements Act of 
1976 may be contravened if “a 
viewer co mpeti t i on is based 
on a game of chance and some 
sort of donation, purchase or 
contribution is made”. 

Although the BBC has 
stated that it will comply with 


the terms of these guidelines, 
church organisations have 
joined politicians in condemn- 
ing the BBC’s National Lottery 
Big Ticket Show, which will be 
launched on 28 March. 

Mr Smith said yesterday 
that he was “not exonerating” 
the BBC and added: “I will per- 
sonalfy expect the chairman and 
governors of the BBC to ex- 
amine very carefully the provi- 
sion of their charter and 
agreement, which they are 
there to uphold, to ensure that 
the plans for this programme do 
not breach in any way these 
provisions." 


he never kissed his own sons, 
told parents not to be overawed 
by experts and not to listen to 
everything the neighbours said. 
His approach was based on 
putting parents at the centre of 
child rearing, “liust yourself. 
You know more than you think 
you do,” was his message. 

It was eagerly received. Ad- 
vice manuals of the time gave in- 
structions about when to pick up 
the baby (or more often when 
not to), when to put down, 
when to feed and how to disci- 
pline. Dr Spock urged parents 
to follow their instincts. “We 
know for a fact that the natur- 
al loving care that kindly parents 
give their children is a hundred 
times more valuable,” he said. 

His first book. Common- 
sense about Babies and Children, 
published in 1946, and those 
that followed were translated 
into 30 languages. His success 
was so great that he was accused 
of being the father of permis- 
siveness and of having pro- 
duced a “Spock-marked 
generation of hippies”. 

The childbirth campaigner 
and author Sheila Kitzfager 
said yesterday: “He was a rad- 


Benjainin Spock: Midwife 
to the flower children 

icaL He learnt from mothers by 
watching what they really did. 
He told them (o trust their 
own feelings. No one had ever 
said that to mothers before." 

Later, Dr Spock joined the 
generation he was accused of 
producing in protests against the 
Vietnam war and nuclear pow- 
er. He ran for president in 1972 
as a candidate of the People’s 
Parly, but polled less than 1 per 
cent of the votes. In his raid-sev- 
enties, he started psychoanaly- 
sis. an emotionally demanding 
process normally confined to the 
under-forties, demonstrating 
his appetite for self-renewal. 

Although be was later accused 
of having recanted and taken a 
more moralistic tone, there is lit- 
tle evidence for it “Nothing I 
have read suggested he wanted 
to expose children to strict dis- 
cipline,” Ms Kitzinger said. 

He himself was dear about his 
views. “I may as well let the cat 
out of the bag right away as for 
as my opinion goes and say that 
strictness or permissiveness is not 
the real issue. Good-hearted 
parents who aren’t afraid to be 
firm when it is necessary can get 
good results with either moder- 
ate strictness or moderate per- 
missiveness. On the other hand, 
a strictness that comes from 
harsh feelings or a permissiveness 
that is timid or vacillating can 
each lead to poor results.” 

Obituary, page 19 


Aisle be damned - Sarah's 
stickine close to her man 
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IN THE NEWS 


SARAH MACAULAY 


£ FOR more than a year, gossip 

* col umnis ts have been confi- 
dently predicting that Gordon 
Brown and his gjitiriend, Sarah 
Macaulay, are “soon to many”. 
But when the Chancellor holds 
his Briefcase aloft for the tele- 
vision cameras in Downing 
Street this afternoon, Ms 
Macaulay will not be at his side 
writes Kathy Marks. 

At 47, Mr Brown is not 
about to be bounced by public 
opinion into tying the knot, as 
be made dear in an interview 
with The Independent on Sun- 
day at the weekend. Bat Ms 
Macaulay, according to friends, 
is equally adamant, that if the 
couple do ever decide to get 
married,, it will be for their 
awn private reasons and at a 
time that suits them. 

Friends believe that they 
are uncommonly well suited, 

• temperamentally and ideolog- 
jcally - quite apart from being 
.patently smitten with one an- 
other. • 

Ms Macaulay, 34> has im- 
peccable New Labour creden- 
tials. The public relations 
consultancy that she runs with 
Julia Hobsbawm, daughter of 
Eric, the Marxist historian, was 
founded on the philosophy of 
“integrity PR” and has organ- 
ised numerous fund-raising 
events for the labour Party. 

On a personal leveli she is • 
cast in a similar mould to the 
Chancellor. Both are serious- 



Waiting game: Sarah Macaulay is happy to hang on for 
the right moment to manry Photograph: Barry Bland 


minded people, ’Where he is 
thought dour, she is seen as 
aloof. Certainly, she is self-suf- 
ficient, reserved, even cool, al- 
though those dose to her insist 

she is warm-hearted and “good 
fun" in private! _ 

" There is one other similari- 
ty: Like Air Brown, Ms 
Macaulay, is formidably intel- 
ligent, a trait that has been ap- 


parent since her early teens, ac- 
cording to teachers at Adand 
Bmghley, the comprehensive 
she went to in north London. 

Joe Kusner, who taught her 
art for four years, said yester- 
day: “You had the impression 
that she only needed to glance 
at something m order to learn 
it. She was particularly inter- 
ested in. the history of art, and 


she was expounding her own 
theories at the age of 13 or 14. 

“There was one art history 
teacher who was quite intimi- 
dated by Sarah because she 
knew so much and would try to 
catch her out” 

Ms Macaulay spent part of 
her childhood living in Tanza- 
nia. Later her parents split up 
and she lived with her mother 
and two younger brothers in 
north London, but spent sum- 
mers with her Scottish father in 
Fife. She took A-Ievels at Cam- 
den Giris School, where she first 
met Ms Hobsbawm, and read 
psychology at Bristol University. 

At the agency, which the two 
women set up five years ago, Ms 
Macaulay fa managing director 
and runs much of the day-to-day 
business as well as her own pro- 
jects. She likes classical music, 
American crime fiction, work- 
ing out at the gym, and is a 
member of Soho House, the pri- 
vate chib favoured by New 
Labour, where she has been 
seen dining with Mr Brown. 

- Ms Hobsbawm said: “Sarah 
is very passionate politically 
and morally. She’s got a very 
strong work ethic and strong 
principles, but she’s good com- 
pany socially. She can be one of 
the girls.” 

She and the Chancellor have 
been “an item” for nearly three 
years and spend much of then- 
spare time together, including 
weekends at his house in Scot- 
land. 

Bat apart from a couple of 
photo-calls, they conduct their 
relationship in privacy. As one 
friendsaid yesterday: “It’s very 
dose, it's very happy; that's all 
there is to it,” 


Have yoirheArd the 
one about the 
unfriendly Irishman? 
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THEtTHICAL PR COMPANY I GORDON’S. PAST CONQUESTS CATFIGHT IN DOWNING STREET? 


Hobstewrm Macteikqrt launched EmL 
fyfc Urt, alipedat helping roof* Labour 
worriMiri«»ftBrfiaiwen^ 
past and present, Include the Com^ 
irdsrion.ferlfedjSquaJteyi Shelter and 
theNSPCCMweflasoierflaan dpiib- 
Kshing outlets such as the New States- 
man, ; .Vfeigo'; Pre** -*nd ; Thft 
jMbpkdMt ' 


Sarah Macaulay is not the first woman » 
be bowled over by ^ ChanoeJIor. His pre- . 
vteus girtfrfendslndude Sheena McDonald, 
the ttkft^sfon presenren Marion Caldwdl, 

a barrister: and, white Mr Brown was at uni- 
-ver^,‘Prince$s.Marwma of Romania. 

V. ' The latter has explained recently -why 
they brokje up: “It was politics, pofitics, pol- 
refct and I needed nurturing.” . 


If Ms Macaulay ever moves into Down- 
ing Streep die. will bring her cat,-Fe- 
fix. That could sprit problems with the 
neighbours, a* Cherie Blair is fe 
mousfy tmenamoared of felines. But 
Ms Macaulay is devoted , to Felix. A 
friend saW; “She^ been known to for- 
. get to feed herself; but goes to alhnight 
supermarkets to get Felix Ms cat food.” 
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Newcastle disunited as football soap takes seedy twist 


By Simon Tumbull 


THE sign above the main entrance 
to St Janies' Park stood large and 
bold. Yesterday, however. Newcastle 
was anything but united. Tyneside 
had once again been thrown into 
turmoil by its resident soap- 
opera: Newcastle United Football 
dub. 

Tony Banks even made a guest 
appearance as the latest episode 
continued to unfold yesterday. “I'm 
looking for a very strong denial that 
the H aims concerned are not true," 
the sports minister said, “but if they 
are true it’s a very sad day for 
Newcastle." 

The world beyond Tyneside 
might have thought h was sad when 
20,000 locals crammed into the car 
park at the football ground just to 
see Alan Shearer stand on a balcony 
wearing the black and white strip of 
Newcastle United for the first time 
- or when life in Newcastle ground 
to a grief-stricken halt the day 
Kevin Keegan, the penned messiah 
who saved the dub from extinction 
and led it to the promised land of 
the FA Carling Premiership, sud- 
denly upped and left for pastures 
new. 

Keegan and Shearer both feature 
in the new script of Tyneside’s on- 
going football farce, though the 
alleged description of the Geordie 
icons as - respectively - Shirley 
Temple and Mary Poppins was the 
least damaging of the less than 
neighbourly remarks attributed to 
Freddie Shepherd. Newcastle 
United's chairman, and Douglas 
Hall, the club's vice chairman, in 



Mutiny m the 
ranks 

Disgruntled 

Newcastle fans - 

the se/f-styted 
Toon Army - at 
the dub^ ground 
St James' Park 
yesterday as a 
board meeting 
was held ata 
secret location to 
discuss 

allegations chat 
chairman Freddie 
Shepherd (right; 
top) and vice- 
chairman 
Douglas Hall - 
(bottom) 
boasted about 
fleecing fans and 
claimed that 
North-east 
womenfolk were 
all ‘dogs' 


Main photograph: 
Wifl Walter 



a Sunday newspaper article. 

Alleged boasts of a scoring spree 
in the brothels of Europe, of fleec- 
ing fans for £45 on each £50 repli- 
ca shirt and deriding Tyneside 
women as “dogs" had Newcastle de- 
cidedly disunited yesterday. 


It also had the Prime Minister, 
a confirmed supporter of Newcas- 
tle United, “very concerned’ 1 , ac- 
cording to Sir Jeremy Beecham, a 
former leader of Newcastle City 
Council and a visitor to 10 Down- 
ing Street yesterday. 


Nor was Mr Blair’s sporting 
aide, Mr Banks, slow to express his 
ooocem about the article in the iVens 
of the World. 

He said: “If what is claimed was 
actually said the views are disturb- 
ing and quite frankly will anger all 


decent fans because there is the feel- 
ing around the country that some 
fens do get ripped off by some dubs 
in terms of replica kit. 

“If these views as reported are 
true then quite frankly it will 
confirm some of the worst beliefs 


that some football supporters have 
about the way they are treated." 

Mr Shepherd and Mr Hall, how- 
ever, were conspicuously silent and 
conspicuously absent from New- 
castle yesterday. They were at- 
tending an emergency board 


meeting of the football duh. The b- 
Sionwas secret, but not the .tent 

on the top of the agenda. 

Newcastle United pic opened for 
trading on the stock market yester- 
day at 84p per share, bp down. With 
more than £9m having been 
knocked off the club’s valuation at 
the stroke of a Sunday newspaper 

pen the question was whether the 

chairman and the vicc-cftainnan 

would have to go. 

Maybe not, the sound of silence 
emanating from St James Park 
suggested Yes, 90 percent of callers 

to BBC Radio Newcastle’s phone- 
in show poll insisted TWo said they 
would be sending back their season 
tickets in disgust; one called for Kee- 
gan’s appointment as chairman. 
Surp risingly , only Julie from Dipt on 
spoke up for Tyneside’s Weighted 
womenfolk. “How can they slag us 
off when they look as ugly as they 
do?" she demanded. 

Away from the red-hot airwaves, 
there was support for the allegedly 
errant sons of Tyneside. Mark 
Jensen, editor of The A fog, a fanzine 
devoted to Newcastle United said: 
“I don't think they should resign and 
I don’t think they will. Every foot- 
ball fen kneras that replica shins arc 
a rip off. If Newcastle have been sell- 
ing them to subsidise Alan Shearer 
it’s fine by me." 

Shearer, the England captain, is 
depicted on the front cover of TTic 
Mag's latest edition as the singe! of 
the North , the huge steel sculpture 
erected in Gateshead last month. 
Yesterday he was keeping his 
thoughts - angelic or otherwise - to 
himself. 


Which free 


pair will 


you choose? 
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Grant cuts passports 


no barrier 


to student 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


WHEN it comes to drinking 
vast quantities of alcohol, agri- 
cultural students would get a 
first for effort, while those 
smetying the am and sexari sci- 
ences come top in the 
dope-smoking department, ac- 
cording to a survey of 10 uni- 
versities. 

A drugs conference will 
hear today that physics stu- 
dents are among the most like- 
ly to experiment with drugs 
other than cannabis, and future 
doctors, dentists and vets are 
some of the biggest consumers 
of LSD. 

Analysis of a survey of 3,700 
second-year university students 
provides a fascinating insight 

into the d rinking , smolring and 
drug habits of the different col- 
lege faculties. 

Tbp of the drinking league 
are biological science students 
- mainly those studying 
agriculture - 23 per cent of 
whom exceed the “hazardous” 
level- 

Students from all faculties 
exceeded the weekly “low risk” 
drinking limit of 10 .5 pints a 
week for men and seven for 
women. Veterinary and med- 
ical students were the most 
moderate boozers. Binge 
drinking —more than five pints 
in one evening— was most com- 
monplace among biological 
science students, which re- 
sulted in some of them miss- 
ing lectures three times a 
month. 

Professor Heather Ashton, 
of the Department of Psychia- 
try, University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne, one of the report's 
co-authors, said: “This tells ns 
that students drink one hell of 
a lot. Despite complaining 
about not having any money, 
they certainly seem to have 
enough when it comes to aJco- 
hoL” 

Carmabis was the most pop- 
ular illegal drag, with experi- 
ences ranging from 71 per 
cent in arts students to 42 per 
cent in veterinary science stu- 
dents. 

On the question of the use 
of all drugs, faculties of ait (71 
percent), social science (70 per 
cent), biological sciences (67 
per cent) and physical sci- 
ences (64 per cent) were the 
highest 

After cannabis the most 


popular drug was LSD, with 
about half of engineering, law, 
mathematics, accountancy, 
medicine and dentistry stu- 
dents having tried it Amphet- 
amine, or “speed” was used by 
social scientists and art stu- 
dents. 

Professor Ashton said: 
“This was popular at exam 
time as it helped students stay 
awake revising all night” 

Surprisingly, researchers 
found little evidence that stu- 
dents became stressed by the 
amount of their drug taking 
and drinking, or by the debts 
they ran up paying for these ac- 
tivities. Their love lives and ex- 
amination pressures were the 
most stressful aspects of 
university. The students who 
were least stressed were those 


TRAVELLERS leaving the 
United Kingdom will no 
longer have their passports 
checked, a Home Office min- 
ister announced yesterday. 

Mike O'Brien said that the 
checks, which cost £3m per 
year, were “an expensive fic- 
tion". They would be replaced 
by improved closed-circuit 
televirion and by targeted, 
intelligence-led operations de- 
signed to catch criminals and 
child-abductors. 

Mr O’Brien also disclosed 
yesterday that under a 1991 rule j 
change asylum-seekers who 
bad waited seven years fora des ■ 
cision were automatically con- 
sidered for Exceptional Leave 
to remain here. However, he 
denied reports that there were 
plans for an amnesty of all 
75,000 backlogged cases. 


Alarm success 
for prostitute 


Canabb nse among second-year 
students, more than ones per weak, % 



ONE OF the personal alarms 
issued by police to Glasgow 
prostitutes has saved a 21- 
year-old woman from possible 
attack, it emerged yesterday. 

A prostitute in the city’s 
red-ligbr district became the 
first to use the alarm after a 
man started threatening her, 
said police, who detained a 
man over the incident The po- 
lice added that the incident 
showed the value of the devices 
issued two weeks ago by 
detectives investigating the 
murder of Glasgow prostitute 
Margo LafFerty, 27. 


Rail misery 


with high alcohol consumption 
and who played a lot of sports 
- which may explain the relaxed 
demeanour of university rug- 
by dub members. 

The report also noted that 
most students had developed 
their drug and drinking habits 
before going to university. 
“The choice of degree course 
by a student may be influ- 
enced by his/her personal char- 
acteristics which also affect 
the type of lifestyle pursued," 
it said. 

Smoking tobacco was great- 
est in biological science, arts, 
and social science students, of 
which about a third regularly 
had a cigarette. 

Analysis of the survey's 
findings, which was completed 

lari year, but has not been pub- 
lished in a national newspaper 
before, will be discussed at a 
conference today at the Com- 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals in London. The 
event is part of the London 
Study Safety Campaign or- 
ganised by London Drug 
Action Teams. 


COMPLAINTS from passen- 
gers on privatised train services i 
have soared to record levels, I 
it was revealed yesterday. i 
Many passengers still face | 
“totally unacceptable levels of { 
disruption to their daily jour- 
neys", said the London Re- 1 
gjonal Passengers Committee. I 
The committee, which cov- 
ers 19 of the 25 train compa- ] 
nies, received a 20.5 per cent 
rise in complaints about main . 
line and London Under- ! 
ground services in the last . 
three months of 1997. ! 
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Straw to meet Lawrence parents 
after racial questions halt inquiry 
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By Jason Bennetts 

Crime Correspondent 

THE inquiiy into the murder of 
Stephen Lawrence was dramatically 
halted yesterday after suggestions 
that the chairman of the hearing had 
shown that he was insensitive to race 
issues. 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
win meet the blade teenager's parents, 
Neville and Doreen, today to Hisn^ 
their concerns about criticisms con- 
tained in a newspaper report which 
outlined a number of cases in which 
Sir William Macpherson, the retired 
judge, was supposed to have been 
racially insensitive. 

Hie move came on the first day 
of the inquiry in London which is ex- 
pected to Iasi up to three months and 
is seen as one of the most important 
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Stephen Lawrence (right) and Sir 
William Mcpherson 

Photographs; Reuters 

race investigations carried out since 
Lbe Scarman inquiry into the Brixton 
riots in 1981. 

Sir William yesterday attacked the 
article in the Observer newspaper, 
which he dismissed “with contempt” 
* and later disclosed he was consider- 
ing legal action. 

The inquiiy was postponed untQ 
next TUesday. 

Mr Straw said yesterday: “Hie 
Lord Chancellorand I have complete 
confidence in Sir W illiam 's ability to 
conduct this inquiry with fairness and 
sensitivity,” he said. 

Michael Mansfield QC, counsel for 
Stephen’s parents, told the bearing bis 
clients had “very legitimate concerns - 
about the inquiry and these concerns 
they wish -to discuss with the Home 
Secretary prior to any inquiry actually 
beginning”- ... 

He referred to a statement made 


at last year’s inquest into Stephen’s 
murder at which Doreen Lawrence 
bad claimed the whole justice system, 
from the inftiaT investigation to the Old 
Bailey trial of three men, “had let them 
down”. ... 

“They felt there were serious de- 
ficiencies at all stages,” Mr Mansfield 
said. 

"It is a gains t this background That 
they wish to take tins unusual step,” 
he added. 

Stephen, an 1 8-year-old A-lcvel stu- 
dent, was stabbed to death in April 
1993 waiting for a bus m Eltham, 
soutb-eastXondon, by a gang of white 
youths. 

On Friday, the Police Complaints 
Authority revealed It bad recom- 
mended that a senior serving police of- 
ficer involved in the case should face 
a disciplinary charge of neglect of duty. 
Nobody has been convic t ed of the mnr- 
der despite a criminal trial and a pri- 
vate prosecution. 

Amo hglfae incidents cited against 
Sir William was thata study of judicial 
reviews in Hmmgraficgk cases by 15 
different judges in 1987 found that he 
had the highest rate of refusaL It was 
cited tfiatm another case dted he ruled 
that a while parent could withdraw a 
child from a class with a large num- 
ber of Asian children. 

SirWflliam said the article had not 
checked its facts. 

“1 mention it only to dismiss the 
personal allegations with con tempt,” 

He said the article referred to cas- 
es he had handled “eight, nine, 10” 
years ago. 

Sir William said he was concerned 
about cl aims about the inquiry itself, 
“namely the suggestion that I have de- 
nied access to documents to one par- 
ty or the other. 

“This b wholly untrue. That is a re- 
flection not only on myself but on my ‘ 
advisers and staff. I resent and deny 
the allegation.” 

Sir William has written to the ed- 
itor of the Observer “expressing dis- 
satisfaction” with the article. 

After granting Mr Mansfield’s ap- 
plication for an adjournment so the 
Lawrence family can meet the Home 
Secretary, Sir William said: “In view 
of the fact that my own position k to 
be discussed it is wise and sensible X 
should say no more.” 

A spokeswoman for the Observer 
said today. "“We give careful consid- 
eration to all -coinplaints and will 
comment farther in due course.” 



Concern: Stephen’s father, Nevflle Lawrence, b to meet Home Secretary Jack Straw Photograph: Reuters 


Think-tanks roll into battle 

What is the Smith Institute? “We don't know anything about 
h at alL I've never heard of it," said a member of the Policy 
Unit at Labour’s MflJfoank headquarters. Nor had Professor 
Amartya Sen, Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, heard 
of it when he was invited to lead one of a series of policy ses- 
sions sponsored by the institute to be held at No 11 Down- 
ing Street. Any suggestion that this is an aspiring alternative 
think-tank to the No 10 Policy Unity next door, led by Ge- 
off Mulgan of Demos fame, is sLrictiy Pandora's. 

Another 70s taste crime 


Pandora has received an ir- 
resistible invitation for this 
Thursday Vogue night dub on 
Wardour Street is offering 
something called “70s line 
dancing?*. right, 

is sometimes called “waltzing 
for manure bickers” as it is 
performed by cowboys and 
cowgirls to their favourite 
C&W songs. When Pandora 
asked a club organiser what 
was particularly noteworthy 
about “70s” line dancing as 
opposed to, say, fine dancing 
in 1986 or 1997, no cogent an- 
swer was forthcoming. 


Murdoch’s new friend? 

Hubert Murdoch, the well-known Sinophfle, was in London 
recently. As is his custom, he spent a considerable amount 
of his time visiting Stepping. But far less customary was the 
breakfast he held with the Leader of the Opposition. Ac- 
cording to one predictably objective Tory source, Murdoch 
found the Boy Wonder “very impressive". Was it the way 
he ate up all his Cocoa Pops? 

Cuddly toy ... pork bellies 

First A^ewsHeefe turned us into a bestselling cover story with 
“Cool Britain”. Now another American magazine is seek- 
ing to increase its circulation on tbe back of Blighty A re- 
cent issue of BusinessWeek leads with “Hie City of London 
- Why It's The Center of Global Finance”. The cover pic- 
ture features a London trader in his colourfol jacket bear- 
ing die obfigatory photo D) badge. Closer inspection, however; 
reveals that the badge photograph is not of the jolly trad- 
er but none other than comedian Bruce Forsyth. What a 
marvellous tribute, Brutie, to your 50 years in showbiz. 


Pandora 
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Doctors warn of injuries 
from acupuncture 


By Jeremy Uurrance 

Health Editor 

ACUPUNCTURE, file alternative therapy 
chosen because it is natural and holistic, 
is not as safe as people think, researchers 
say. 

Serious complications have occurred in 
at least 300 cases in the last 30 years, ac- 
cording to a worldwide review of research. 
Experts say the true scale of the problem 
is likely to be much greater because of 
“huge” under-reporting. 

Injuries have been caused as a result of 
inadequate understanding of anatomy by 
the acupuncturist combined with 
“aggressive needling”. The commonest 
serious injury is pneumothorax - piercing 
of the chest cavity causing the lung to col- 
lapse. Other injuries indude damage to tbe 
heart, spine and skin by inappropriately 
placed needles. 

More than 1 milli on adults in Britain 
are estimated to have had acupuncture, 3 
per cent of the population. It is widely used 
to treat pain, inclu ding headache and 


arthritis, and for nausea, to help weight loss 
and to assist recovery from stroke. 

The findings of the review of safety, by 
Dr Hagen Rampes of the South Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea Mental Health Centre, 
were presented to a conference in London 
yesterday. Dr Rampes said it was impor- 
tant to understand the risks of the proce- 
dure because it was becoming more 
popular and was used increasingly in the 
NHS. Last year Prince Charles appealed 
for alternative therapies including acupunc- 
ture to be made more widely available. 

Dr Rampes said reports of life threat- 
ening complications from acupuncture 
had been made since 1965. They included 
delayed or missed diagnoses, deterioration 
while undergoing the treatment, pain 
caused by the needles, and drowsiness 
which could affect driving. Infections 
caused by dirty needles had led to cases of 
hepatitis - an outbreak was reported at a 
north London clinic last month - septi- 
caemia and perichondritis (inflammation 
of the cartilage). 

Serious adverse reactions were esti- 


mated at between one in 10,000 and one 
in 100,000, he said. Normally they would 
be dealt with by hospital doctors and in 
many cases these failed to take a proper 
history which revealed the cause of tbe 
problem. 

He said acupuncturists needed to know 
about anatomy but there was no system of 
registration or requirement to undergo 
tr aining. “These injuries can be prevent- 
ed with proper training and prudent and 
cautions needling.” 

Professor Edzard Ernst, head of the de- 
partment of complementary medicine at 
the University of Exeter, said: “Acupunc- 
ture is not totally safe. We know of seri- 
ous side effects but we are at a loss to 
establish bow frequently they occur. Under- ; 
reporting must be huge." He said acupuno- I 
ture associations should establish their own 
registration and training system. 

He added that the technique was still 
likely to be safer than drugs. “More people 
die of aspirin than of acupuncture needles. 
The acupimcturBt is more dangerous than 
the acupuncture.” 


DAILY POEM 

Displaced Person Looks at a Cage-Bird 
byDJEnright 

Every angle day, going to inhere I stay 
(how long?), I pass the canary 
In the window. Big bird, aU pranked out, 

Looming and booming in the window s blank. 

Closing a pawky eye, tapping its hairy chest , 
flexing a bmway wing 
Every single day, coming from where I stay 
(How long?), I pass this beastly thing. 

How I width were dead! 

- Florid, complacent, rent-free and overfed. 
Feather-bedded, pensioned, free from wear and teat; 

Earth has not anything to show less fair. 

I do wish it were dead! 

Then I'd write a better poetry 
On that poor hw bird, its feet in the air. 

An innocent victim of something. Just like me. 

This week’s poems celebrate D J Enright's half century as a 
published poer and come from his new Collected Poems J9w* 
1908 (Oxford University Press, £15). Enright taught Engsh 

far many yews m tte fhr EaatuKi ^ypL and has also wciked 

as a publisher, critic and editor. This poem first appeared in 

Some Men are Brothers (I960)- - 


Newborn baby strangled 

DETECTIVES investigating the death of a newborn baby 
found discarded in a bin bag outside a children’s theme park 
said yesterday that the child had been strangled. 

Police launched a murder inquiry after the child’s body was 
discovered cm Saturday by a man walking his dog. Detective 
Chief Inspector John Hester said a post mortem carried out 
on the body of baby “Calhim", found dumped in a wooded area 
neat to Gulliver's World in Warrington, Cheshire, confirmed 
the cause of death as strangulation. He appealed for help from 
the public, and said he was disappointed with the response so 
far. “This lack of news about the mother suggests three possi- 
ble scenarios," he added. “One, that she is somehow involved 
in Callum’s death; two^ that die is now too in to come forward; 
orthree, that someone dse may have disposed of the bodjyand 
that person is holding the mother against her wiH” 

Mugger’s sword attack 

A MUGGING victim had his right hand partially severed af- 
ter he was attacked by a man with a sword, police said yes- 
terday. West Midlands Police said the unn amed man, -aged 
■ 31, underwent an emergency operation to sew on the hand' 
after being attacked in Foleshffl. Coventry, on Eriday. 

A spokesman said the attacker, who was black and in his 
late- twenties, produced the weapon after his victim refused 
to band over the contents of his pockets. He added thaL the 
injured man, who is recovering in bospicaL, had raised his hand 
toprotect himself from the sword. 
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U-turn as 


veterans 
get Gulf 
illness test 


By Ian Burrell 


THE first official clinical tests 
of Gulf war veterans have been 
ordered by the Government 
more than seven years after the 
end of the conflict. 

Until now. the only studies 
aimed at discovering the causes 
of so-called Gulf War 
Syndrome have been epidemi- 
ological, with veterans and 
serving soldiers being asked to 



John Reid: Change of tack 
by the Government 


fill out questionnaires on their 
health and Gulf experiences. 

These studies have been re- 
ceived with hostility by many 
veterans - who regard them as 
slanted - and dogged by the dif- 
ficulties of tracing sufficient 
respondents. 

Yesterday in a change of 
tack, the armed forces minister 
John Reid said a group of ran- 
domly selected veterans will be 
subjected to clinical testing. 

He said it would provide a 
“thorough and objective as- 
sessment" of the veterans' con- 
ditions. “My decision to fund 
this research ... underlines my 
commitment to address Gulf 
veterans' concerns sympathet- 
ically and seriously," he said. 

He said the £350,000 study 


formed part of the Govern- 
ment's New Beginning pro- 
gramme, launched in July, and 
aimed at winning back the con- 
fidence of the veterans. 

But the minister’s an- 
nouncement quickly ran into 
controversy as it emerged that 
the two-year clinical study is to 
be overseen by Professor Simon 
Wesseley of King’s College 
School of Medicine, in London. 

Professor Wesseley, a psy- 
chiatrist, has already angered 
veterans by claiming that they 
are just as healthy as the rest of 
the population. He has already 
been commissioned by the 
American government to run a 
US$1 m epidemiological study 
into Gulf illnesses in Britain. 

Tony Flint, of the National 
Gulf Veterans and Families 
Association said: “This study is 
five years too late. We have al- 
ready lost 160 guys. It also 
worries me that Professor Wes- 
seley is on record assaying that 
Gulf veterans are healthier 
than the average person." 

Victims of Gulf war illness- 
es experience debilitating ill- 
nesses including chronic 
fatigue, musde wastage and 
depression. Many veterans 
blame their condition on the 
cocktail of vaccinations and 
tablets taken by personnel in the 
Gulf. Some were also exposed 
to pesticide sprays. 

Around 1,600 veterans may 
take legal action against the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Richard Barr, of Norfolk so- 
licitors Dawbams, said clinical 
testing of 40 veterans was un- 
der way. 

“Our own studies should 
be completed well before the 
end of the year and hopefully 
we will have some answers be- 
fore these government trials 
have even started.” 



Spariding: Susan Martin, organiser of Diana, Princess of Woles, A Tribute in Dress — a charity ball, fashion show and auction evening set for 29 May in 
Osw est ry, Shropshire, - with a royal gown to go on show at the event, which was announced at Christie*, London, yesterday Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Mobile 
phone 
alert for 
drivers 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


DRIVERS should refrain from 
using hand-held mobile phones, 
the Government has warned. 
Baroness Hayman, the road safe- 
ty minister, yesterday bundled a 
campaign to wean motorists off 
them and published new guide- 
lines on their use. 

The guidelines, drawn up by 
the Federation of Communi- 
cation Services, say that drivers 
should never hold a phone while 
driving. Ministers are keen to act 
now before phones in cam be- 
come so popular that drivers feel 
their rights are being infringed. 

Although there were fewer 
that one million mobile phones 
in use in 1993, experts say that 
by 2003 there will be nearly 13 
million-one for eveiy two cam. 

Changes to the design of 
many cars* interiors are on the 
way. Many manufacturers have 
been installing moulded arm-zest 
fittings to hold phones. Experts 
say these too can disturb con- 
centration. but they are less 
likely to distract. 

Many people argue mobile 
phones have become necessary 
for their work. Edmund King, a 
Royal Automobile Cub spokes- 
man, agrees. “Used responsbly, 
they should cause no real dis- 
traction to the driver or danger 
to other road users,” he said. 



Suds set to fly in soap giants’ revolution 


By Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


IT COULD revolutionise the way we 
wash our clothes as much as the tea 
bag turned the tea market on its 
head. Britain’s leading detergent man- 
ufacturers are planning a tablet that 
could replace washing powder. 

The suds are bound tofiy as both 
Lever Brothers and Procter & Gam- 
ble plan to bring out their own version 
of the tablet later this year, adding 
more fuel to the ongoing soap wars. 


Traditionally detergent has been 
sold in powder or liquid form. The ad- 
vantage of the tablet is that it would 
allow people to use the correct dose 
and cut waste and spillage. The ad- 
vantage to the manufacturers is less 
clear-cut as consumers usually, at pre- 
sent, use too high a dose. 

Neither Lever Brothers, the home 
laundry division of Unilever, nor Proc- 
ter & Gamble, would reveal the exact 
dates of the tablets’ launch. Helen Fen- 
wick of Lever Brothers said: “We will 
be launching nationally and we will be 


the first to do that." She added the 
tablets were in response to customers* 
desire for “simplicity and conve- 
nience”. 

Procter & Gamble are more cau- 
tiously launching their version, Ariel 
Discs, in Grimsby and Cleetborpes in 
a test-marketing operation. “We’re 
making sure that it is something that 
consumers want, "said Dominic Hayes, 

public relations manager. 

. The renewal of foe soap ware comes 
almost four years after Unilever 
launched the disastrous “Fersil Power" 


detergent which had a manganese ac- 
celerator to give greater cleaning pow- 
er. Unfortunately the accelerator was 
defective and tests showed it could rot 
clothes in the wash. Unilever eventu- 
ally had to withdraw the product. 

If the tablets work, they will herald 
a “revolution", say industry watchers. 
But the tablets must perform as 
promised if the detergent makers are 
not to find themselves in the midst of 
another fiasco. 

David Benady of Marketing Week 
said : “[Manufacturers] had (he tech- 


nology for several years but they’ve held 
back because it would take away extra 
sales. I think now Levers doesn’t have 
that much choice because they have 
seen their market share decline.” He 
added that there were technical diffi- 
culties, that the tablets must “dissolve 
in water but not dissolve in the pack- 
et and there’s some difficulty in that”. 

But Mr Hayes said that Procter & 
Gamble had cracked that problem with 
a soft inside and a hard outside which 
only dissolves in water. “It’s phenom- 
enal,” he said. 
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Civil servants block pardons 
for First World War deserters 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


MINISTRY of Defence officials 
are locked in battle with min- 
isters over demands for pardons 
to be issued to more than 300 
soldiers who were shot for de- 
sertion and cowardice in the 
Fust World War. 

The Daily Mail newspaper 
reported yesterday that pro- 
pardon campaigners woe “like- 
ly to have their hopes dashed”. 

But Andrew Maddnlay, the 
Labour MP for Thurrock who 
has been leading the pardon 
campaign, yesterday backed 
ministry denials that any de- 
cision had been reached by 
John Reid, the defence minis- 
ter who has been reviewing tbe 
cases. 

“I know that the minister will 


be meeting with lawyers and 
academics supporting the par- 
dons campaign In the next few 
weeks,” Mr Maddnlay said. 
“These meetings are being 
arranged at the request of the 
minister.” 

The Ministry of Defence 
said it was passible that minis- 
ters would announce their de- 
cision this summer. “But no 
timescale has been set." said a 
spokesman, who added that it 
was a complex matter. 

Soon after last May’s elec- 
tion, THe Independent reported 
that the 307 British soldiers ex- 
ecuted during the Fust World 
Wax for cowardice, desertion 
and other battlefield offences 
“could be pardoned by the end 
of the year". 

It is a reflection of official 
tenacity and resistance that 


ministers have been unable to 
come to any condosion since. 

At every step of the way, of- 
ficials have managed to come up 
with a stream of legal, admin- 
istrative and other reasons for 
a rejection of the pardon cam- 
paign backed by ministers, MPs 
and the Royal British Legion. 

Officials have argued that if 
a blanket pardon was given, 
some soldiers who were cer- 
tainly guilty of cowardice would 
be included; and a review of 
First World War courts martial 
would open the “floodgates" to 
demands for more retrospective 
pardons - and possible claims 
for compensation. 

Tbe men from the ministry 
are trying to persuade Mr Reid 
that it would be more appro- 
priate to issue a general ex- 
pression of regret for the 


apparent injustice the men suf- 
fered - rather than the more 
formal process of pardon. 

Mr Reid and more than 
one-third of the current 
Labour Cabinet voted for a 
pardon in the Commons in 
1996, when the Conservative 
government successfully beat 
off a legislative amendment 
from Mr Maddnlay. 

Last year, Mr Maddnlay 
tabled a Commons motion, ar- 
guing “that the vast majority of 
the 307 executed were as pa- 
triotic and brave as their miTHn n 
other compatriots who per- 
ished in the conflict”. 

It is argued that many of 
the executed soldiers - some 
of whom were just 19 when 
they were shot - were suffer- 
ing from post-traumatic stress 
syndrome. 


Peace protesters cite 
‘laws of God* In court 


By Andrew Buncombe 


TWO PEACE campaigners in 
their seventies cited the Coro- 
nation Oath of Elizabeth I when 
they appeared in court yesterday 
charged with cutting the fence 
of an atomic bomb factory. 

Sarah Hipperson. 70 and 
Elizabeth Walfbrd, 77, said that 
the production of nuclear 
weapons broke “the laws of 
God” - something everyone is 
duty bound to uphold. 

In what may be a landmark 
case, Reading Crown Court was 
told that the two women had 
been among of protesters who 
cut the fence at Burghfield 
Atomic Weapons Establishment 
(AWEJ.in Berkshire. They car- 
ried out their protea on 5 Au- 
gust 1996, the 51st anniversary 
of the Gist military use of an 
atomic bomb at Hiroshima. 

Bamaby Evans, prosecuting, 
said that the pair, with two oth- 
ers, had cut the fence 74 times, 
causing £10,200 worth of dam- 


age. Tbe court was told that the 
women made no attempt tomn 
away when they went arrested 
by Ministry of Defence officers. 

Ms Hipperson tokl officers 
"I would like to say that I cut the 
fence because of Crown land, be- 
longing to Her Majesty the 
Queen. Under the 1558 Coro- 
nation Oath (of Elizabeth 1) all 
citizens of the country, including 
officers of the Ministry of De- 
fence and AWE, hare to obey the 
laws of God I believe what is 
happening in AWE Burghfield 
Bconnaiy to tbe law of God and 
that is why I cut the fence." 

Mr Evans said: “These de- 
fendants are anti-nuclear cam- 
paigners ... You may agree 
with tbeir views or you may dis- 
agree but it would be hard for 
anyone to doubt their sincerity.” 

• Both women, who gave tbeir 
address as Yellow Gate at the 
women's peace camp. Green-' 
ham Common, Berkshire, deny 
damaging property. 

The case continues. 


Two held over 
island murders 


By Louise Jury 


TWO ALBANIAN farmwork- 
ers were named yesterday as the 
men facing formal murder 
charges after they allegedly 
confessed to killing a British 
couple on a Greek island. 

Roy Eccles, 55, and his wife 
Judith, 49, were stabbed to 
death in Kaminarata on the 
island of Cephalonia in the 
eariy hours of Thursday at thdr 
villa. 

Labros - Pappas, 22; who 
lived in the same village as the 
couple, and Edward Ebnari, 19, 
were arrested at gunpoint on 
tbe neighbouring island of 
Lefkas after a brief 
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off from a member of the Al- 
banian immigrant community 
on Cephalonia. 

A police spokesman said 
the pair had confessed to ran- 
sacking the couple's villa and 
killing them. They left cameras. 


gold jewellery and other valu- 
ables behind them when they 
fled. 

Detectives took samples 
from blood stains found on 
the men’s clothing. 

It had emerged the two 
farm workers were miming 
from Cephalonia after police 
questioned and fingerprinted 
more than 100 Albanians in the 
wake of the killings 

Impoverished Albanians 
flooding into Greece have been 
accused of a number of crimes 
recently. 

Mr and Mis Eodes retired to 
Cephalonia from tbeir home in 
St Neot*s, Cambridgeshire, last 
October. Their bodies were dis- 
covered ty a neighbour, Richard % 
Coward, 52, and Mrs Eccles* 
brother, Derek Wooding. 

Mr Goward said: “Wfe still do 
not understand why they were 
murdered. I ana angry. There is 
no Thyme or reason to it - no 
lope.” 
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Brunei prince settles £l 80 m case 


By Ka*» Watso n-Smyt h 

THE MOST expensive civil action in 
British legal history —between Prince 
Jefri of Brunei and two of his closest 
emissaries - was settled out of court 
amid peculation that the saltan had 
ordered his brother to put an end to 
ah his court cases around the world. 

A spokesman for the prince dis- 
missed the idea of any intervention by 
the sultan. But it was confirmed that 
the prince and the Manouktan broth- 
ers, who were suing each other for 
claims totalling £180m, had reached 
an “amicable agreement” after ne- 
gotiations between their lawyers in a 
London hotel. 

The details are confidential but a 
source dose to the case said yester- 
day that Prince Jefri had ordered his 
lawyers to find a settlement. It is be- 
lieved that both sides will share costs 
of around £10m. 

Two weeks ago, a United Stales law 
suit filed by Shannon Maiketic, a for- 
mer Miss USA, who claimed rhat 
was held captive in a Brunei pafetre for 
use as a “sex slave", was struck oul She 
has appealed and a similar case is be- 



ing brought by 4wo women mHawaiL 

The latest deal, before any evidence 
was heard from Prince Jefri, has saved 
the youngest brother of the Sultan of 
Brunei from embarrassing cross-ex- 
amination overhxs extravagant lifestyle, 
which included allegations of using . 
prostitutes, gambling and “spending 
unimaginable sums of money”. 

Giving evidence, Bob Marmukfan, 
who with his brother, Rafi, was string 


, The settlement with the 
Manbuldans (Bob, left, and Rafi, 
leaving the HB#» Court) has 
sawed Prince Jefri (right) an 
embai raising cross-examination 
about his lifestyle 


the prince 'for £80m rfatming be re- 
neged on two business deals, told the 
court that Prince Jefri kept up to 40 
prostitutes al a time a: the Dorchester 
Hotel in the West End of London. The 
prince, a Muslim who has fair wives 
mid three chOtfacn, was said to have 
built a stringof palaces in his country, 
many of which were used for “his sex 
parties”, tile Manoukxans alleged. 

' The court was also told that he 
. spend mjHkms of pounds on expen- 
sive ofcjeft d’arl, including a set of di- 
amond-encrusted erotic watches. 

Based in London, the Armenian- 
born br ot h ers dairoed that Prince Je- 
fri reneged on a £55m deal to buy and 
Operate the £190m Addphi office 
building in central London and a 
£25m verbal agreement to refurbish 
part of the former Playboy Ouh. The 
prince counter-sued for an estimated 


£100m,daiming that Rafi Manoirirfan 
channelled unreasonable profits oul of 

him through an intricate web of com- 
panies based in Liechtenstein. 

The case provided a glimpse into 
the Hfestyle of the notoriously secre- 
tive Brunei royal family and, had a set- 
tlement not been readied, was likely 
to reveal many more claims about 

- Prince Jefrfs “appetite for extrava- 
gance and self indulgence". 

Even as a schoolboy the prince, 44* 
had a kwe c£ ostentation. A pupfl at King 
Alfred’s, Loudon, be would arrive every 
morning in a Hack Mercedes flanked 
by bodyguards. The school, which costs 
around £2300 a term, was an unHkeJy 
dunce for the prince, however. There 
me no u n ifo r m s and children are en- 
couraged to call staff by their first 
■nrnnr-. a brochure says that “civilised 

- and relaxed behaviour is encouraged”. 

- The prince is well known for dri- 
ving through Brunei in a black 

- Porsche with two motorcycle outrid- 
ers. He has a fleet of 600 cars and a 
ISOft yacht called Tits. His first love 
is polo, a game he is reputed to play 
superbly, and last year he spent £3.5m 
to entice the world’s best polo fami- 


ly. the Heguys of Argentina, to play 
in Brunei for a year. 

In the past he has flown the 
Chelsea football squad to Brunei to 
play against the national team, and 
pereuaded Rod Stewart, Elton John 
and MC Hammer to perform at roy- 
al family get-togethers. But despite bis 
extravagance, he is a popular figure 
in the sultanate where he arranged for 
the citizens to receive BBC television, 
the CNN network, and the London 
radio station Capital by satellite. 

He recently bought Asprey, the 
Queen’s jewellers, fiw£244xn and was 
described in court as a “one man walk- 
ing market”. 

However, the family’s wealth is 
new. Despite being one of the oldest 
Malay ruling females, they lived in a 
modest house on stilts until the dis- 
covery of oil and gas fields in the late 
Sixties. The Sultan is now said to be 
worth an estimated £33bn. 

The case afforded a brief glimpse 
into the lives of the richest family in 
the world but, having reached a deal, 
it is unlikely that they will allow their 
private afiafrs to be broadcast so wide- 
ly in the future. 



Plot to kill off 
extension to 
union rights 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


THE Government has been 
conducting a vigorous behind- 
_ the-scenes campaign in Eu- 
Jphope to undermine moves to 
grant workers more rights. 

Much to the anger of British 
unions, Downing Street has 
been- trying to head off a Eu- 
ropean directive to give em- 
ployees enhanced rights to 
consultation and information. 

Yesterday the lobbying bare 
fruit when Unice, the European 
employers’ organisation re- 
fused to meet their union coun- 
terparts to thrash : out a 
voluntary code. 

,4fe> In the absence of an agrees 
meat between- the .^sociaL 
partners", the European Com- 
mission said it would now draft 
a detailed directive to force 
companies to inform and can- 
sult their employees. Unfike the 
directive on works councils, 
this initiative would affect or- 
ganisations which only have 
workers in one country and 
possibly those with as few as 50 
employees. 

The Government is not con- 
vinced of the need for the mea- 
sure, but indicated that it would 
abide by any deal concluded by 
the social partners. But sources 
in Europe said that its mildly 
^sceptical public position belied 
its virulent opposition mprivate. 

Tony Blair’s opposition to 
the idea was made dear recently 
to Chancellor Kohl of Germany 
who it is understood then per- 
suaded his country’s employers’ 
organisation to drop their sup- 
port of the policy. That was said 


to be sufficient to ensure a vote 
by Unice against consultations 
with unions. 

Whitehall officials have writ- 
ten a letter to the other Euro- 
pean Union governments in an 
attempt to enlist their support. 

Adair Tbmer, director-gen- 
eral of the CBI, said there was 
“a real possibility" that there 
would be insufficient backing 
for the directive among Euro- 
pean ministers. He hoped the 
commission would think again. 

He said Unice had always 
been united in its opposition to 

the birriariv i* Employers simply 

had to decide whether they 
could have developed a less 
harmful code through a volun- 
tary deal With unions. 

John Monks, general secre- 
tary inf theTUC, feknown to be 
furious over the Government’s 
attempt to head off the direc- 
tive. Yesterday the TUC said 
that along with European col- 
leagues British trade unknrists 
were “disappointed” by the 
employers’ decision. The TUC 
expected the Council of Min- 
isters to vote for die directive 
and said the. European Parlia- 
ment was e n thu si a sti c about the 
measure and was about to be 
given additional powers. 

President Jacques Santer 
and Padraig Flynn, the em- 
ployment commission ex, yes- 
terday expressed their “deep 
disappointment” with Unice’s 
decision. They said it under- 
mined the whole concept of 
partnership which was 
heart of European 
making and said they would 6Si 
a mini-summit on the future of 
“social dialogue”. 


Drive to cut bowel 
cancer with 


By Jemmy Laurance 

Health Editor 

THE Government joined 
forces with a cancer charity to 
promote the products of a 
breakfast cereal manufacturer 


esterday. 

An all 


An alliance of 20 MPs 
□chiding the health minister, 
laroness Jay, backed an appeal 
y Kellogg's and the Cancer 
te search Campaign to in- 
rease consumption of high-fi- 
re cereals such as All-Bran as 

, defence against Britain's sec- 
md commonest -and least efis- 
ussed — cause of cancer 
leaths/ 

Bowel uancer kills 49 people 
very day but half the 31,000 
ases of the ttiwase in the UK 
acb year could be prevented if 
eople ate more cereal fibre, 
ruii and vegetables, health 
oosrious MPs mid. As well as 
aving lives, NHS costs would 
ecutby£84m. ‘ 

An opinion poll published 
esterday by the Cancer Re- 
sarch Campaign -which is re- 
viving £lm Over three years 
■ora Kellogg' s - shewed that 84 
cr cent of people were un- 
ware that bowel cancer was a 
ignificanl health threat, and 
ass than 30 per cent knew that 
was preventable. 


The alliance said greater 
priority must be given to edu- 
cating the public about the 
risks of disease - it kiHs two out 
of three people who aredfag- 
nosed as having It - if the re- 
cently published Government 
■ target for rednringcanoer Is torjj 
be achieved. Mimstei^edgied u 
to cut the numbertof cancer 
deaths among unde^65s by at 
least a fifth by 20U)in (he Green 
Paper, Our Heahltia iflaSqn,-\ 
published last jBxfe#S& : ' • 

' . Baroness Jay sa^^We are 
committed to rcducing canccr 
-deaths in tins o onnti y and we 
wholeheartedly endorse this 
campaign to enaanrage people 
to help themselvestvith simple 
dietary measures^ ■. •- 
Professor Gordon McVie, 
director-general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said: 
>£84 m of the NHS spend on 
bowel cancer treatment and di- 
agnosis and the incalculable 
cost of human suffering could 
be saved each year if only 
more .people knew about 
prevention." _ v - 
- The campaign, launched 
yesterday in the House of Com- 
mons, has been spearheaded by 

foe Liberal Democrat president, 
Robert Madennas, and fol- 
lows an Early Day Motion 
qign ed by dozens of MPS. 
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Prescott wins £300m bonus to bring Tube up to scratch before sale 
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By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


THE LONDON Underground is to 
receive more than £300m in addi- 
tional cash to upgrade the ailing net- 
work in the run-up to the sale of the 
capital's track and stations. 

According to a pre-arranged 
pact, Gordon Brown, the Chancel- 
lor. will make it clear in his Budget 
speech today that the money was 
won by John Prescott, the Deputy 


Prime Minister. Mr Prescott will take 
the political stage on Thursday to 
outline his plans partially to priva- 
tise the Tube. He is expected to say 
that the network will be broken up 
into two or three infrastructure 
companies and then leased to the 
private sector for 20 years. 

In the most plausible scenario, 
“subsurface" Ones - the Circle. Dis- 
trict, Metropolitan. Hammersmith 
and City - will form one franchise 
and the deep lines - the Victoria, Pic- 


cadilly, Jubilee, Central, Northern 
and Bakerloo - will form another, or 
be split into two. 

Rail track, which owns the na- 
tion's track and stations, will be al- 
lowed to bid for the whole system, 
raising the spectre of a private mo- 
nopoly in place of a public one. Mr 
Prescott, however, is keen not the 
let that happen. 

Tbday s budget will make good 
rome of the cuts imposed by the pre- 
vious administration, in the last Con- 


servative budget, London Transport’s 
spending was cut from £920m in 
1996/97 to £150m in the year begin- 
ning; 1999. LTbas also bad to absorb 
about £500m extra costs from the de- 
layed Jubilee Line Extension (JLE). 

In order to alleviate some of the 
short-term cash shortages, Mr 
Prescott has wrung the funding from 

the Treasury. There will be£100njfbr 
next year and£200m for 1999. Tight 
Treasury constraints have been bent 
-which win see money saved this year 


added to the next 12 months’ budget 
- yielding ax least another £70m for 
the Tube. The Chancellor may also 
write off some the JLE’s extra costs. 

The money is desperately need- 
ed for the crumbling network. Mr 
Prescott has accepted that any re- 
organisation will need to raise £7bn 
to bring the system up to scratch. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
needs to tread carefully. He has had 
to placate the left by annoying 
Labour's modernising faction - by 


bandying phrases such as “publicly 
owned and publicly accountable" - 
while requiring new Labour’s high 
priests to endorse his plans. 

The result is a compromise. So 
train operations will be kept in the 
public sector- until they fail the pub- 
lic’s aspirations. Then they can be sold 
off. Mr Prescott wfll also need to deal 
with criticism (already made by some 
trade unionists) that the private- 
public deal wfli fragment the TUbe. 

And Whitehall advisors are already 


hatching ways to diffuse one political 
time-bomb: CSty fees. Mr Prisma has 

been warned that a Tube sdksff could 
cost f 100m in advisors’ costs. 

B Travellers face disruption on Lon- 
don Underground next week be- 
cause of a one-day strike by guards. 
Members of the Rail Maritime and 
Transport union who work on die 
Northern Line will walk out on 26 
March over the abolition of guards’ 
jobs as the service switches to one- 
pcison operation later this year. 
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Brown and 


Blair plan 
a budget 
roadshow 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


GORDON BROWN likes to 
imagine himself as Lloyd 
George to Tony Blair's Herbert 
Asquith. But this week he will 
play Judy Finnigan to the Prime 
Minister’s Richard Madeley 
when the two take to the road 
to promote their budget. 

□early still stung by reports 
of splits, the two will underline 
how united they are by hosting 
a question-and-answer session 
in London on Thursday. In 
front of an invited audience, the 
composition of which Downing 
Street was vague about yester- 
day, they will expand on their 
vision of today's budget. Al- 
though the venue for the ses- 
sion has not been revealed, it 
will take place at lunchtime. 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
Mr Blair said be had worked 
out final details of the budget 
speech with Mr Brawn at Che- 
quers on Saturday. The Chan- 
cellor was expected to be on his 
feet for an hour, about the time 
he spoke in his first budget, in 
July. This week’s budget would 
be part of a grand vision, the 
Prime Minister's spokesman 
said. It would form one of the 
most significant events of this 
five-year Parliament. 

“He believes Gordon is do- 
ing a brilliant job and that be 
will be seen as one of the great 
radical reforming chancellors ... 
This speech will set a clear 
course for the next phase of the 
modernisation of Britain." he 
said. But the budget would be 
grand in spirit rather than in re- 
ality. he added. “When 1 talked 
about the budget being big, I 
was not being sizeist. It was a 


qualitative rather than a quan- 
titative description.” 

At the heart of the package 
will be the theme of making 
work pay, designed to show 
there was a real difference be- 
tween Labour and the Tories. 
However, some commentators 
were predicting the plan to 
bring an end to boom-and- 
bust economics would lead to 
more public-spending controls. 

Long after the parameters of 
the budget had been set and 
several days after the fine de- 
tails of the speech were dis- 
cussed, the Chancellor was 
facing heavy lobbying about 
its contents. He was being 
asked to provide extra money 
for everything from wildlife to 
church roofs. 

The Liberal Democrats 
weighed in with a demand for 
extra funding for public services. 
This should include schooling 
for all three and four year-olds, 
smaller class sizes, more books 
and equipment and a pro- 
gramme to eliminate the edu- 
cation repairs backlog. The 
Chancellor should also cut hos- 
pital waiting lists, abolish eye 
and dental check charges and 
provide at least 4 per cent an- 
nual growth for the health ser- 
vice. All this could be funded 
by a penny on tax and 5p on a 
packet of cigarettes, the parly’s 
Treasury spokesman, Malcolm 
Bruce, said 

Anti-smoking groups had 
more ambitious plans, de- 
manding an extra 24p on a 
packet of cigarettes, while the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds wanted pesticide tax- 
es and the Church of England 
wanted VAT removed from 
church repairs. 



Cooking up a statement; The Chancellor, Gordon Brown, in the form of a cake, getting a taste of his own medicine 


Global phone 
taps feared in 
new EU deal 


By Anthony Bevins 

PoTrtxal Editor 


PLANS to set up a global tele- 
phone tapping operation are al- 
leged to be behind a European 
anti-crime agreement being 
rushed through by European 
Ministers. 

Two civil liberties campaign 
groups, Justice and Statewatch, 
have complained to the Lords 
Select Committee on the Eu- 
ropean Communities that a 
new Convention of Mutual As- 
sistance in Criminal Matters is 
part of a larger. FBI-inspired 
project to create worldwide 
surveillance of telecommuni- 
cations. 

The first draft of die con- 
vention, in 1996, did not men- 
tion the interception of 
rftlpmmmnnieati ons, and when 
an attempt was made to inject 
the issue into the convention 
last year, no agreement could 

be reached. 

But British ministers tabled 
a compromise proposal in Jan- 
uary, “in the hope of reaching 
early agreement." 

Under the plan, any coun- 
try wanting to tap into satellite 
telephone calls would have to 
get normal domestic clearance, 
but the intercepting country - 
where the satellite ground sta- 
tion was based -would simply 
have to “flick a switch" to give 
an instant relay of any conver- 
sation . 

Itwas argued that if the tap- 
ping country had to get do- 
mestic clearance as well, the 
whole process would be con- 
siderably slowed down and it 
would “impose a possibly un- 
welcome administrative bur- 
den on til at state”. 

The Lords committee gave 
the draft convention broad en- 
dorsement, but it has reported 
that, “According to Statewatch, 
there was an EU-FBI plan to 
create a global system for the 
surveillance of telecommuni- 
cations." 

That plan, Statewatch said. 


was being implemented 
through a council of ministers 
resolution, adopted in January 
1995 - but not published until 
November 1996 - and a mem- 
orandum of understanding be- 
tween the EU and other 
countries, which was only de- 
posited in Lords and Com- 
mons libraries in February 
1997, in response to a parlia- 
mentary question. 

The UK proposals were sent 
to the select committee on 12 
January, with consideration by 
Brussels officials due on 26 
January; the Lords Committee 
agreed its report on 17 Febru- 
ary, and it was published last 
week, on 12 March. 

Justice tfid not receive a 
copy until last Friday, and the 
Home Office was unable to say 
when Ministers would be de- 
ciding the issue. 

According to the Lords re- 
port, “Justice said that a group 
of 20 states, co-ordinated by the 
FBI, had been working towards 
a harmonisation of national 
laws to remove any obstacles to 
the interception of all forms of 
telecommunications by law en- 
forcement agencies. 

“In Justice’s view, there was 
a serious risk that the Conven- 
tion, combined with the [other] 
international agreements, 
would open the way to exten- 
sive and increasing surveillance 
of individuals both inside and 
outside the jurisdiction of the 
[EU] member states." 

Madeleine Colvin, of Justice; 
told The Independent yesterday 
that she was dissatisfied with the 
checks that were being carried 
out on the new proposals - be- 
fore they were pushed through. 

“The difficulty is that it is all 
very technical and very few or- 
ganisations are ever allowed to 
know what is going on,” she 
said. “We get our information, 
not directly from any Govern- 
ment department on this, but 
only from the House of Lords. 
There is really no proper con- 
sultation." 


*■ 


US ambassador to Ireland retires 


By Alan Murdoch 

Ireland Correspondent 


THE American Ambassador 
to Ireland, Jean Kennedy- 
Sznhh, who played a critical role 
in early stages of the Northern 
Ireland peace process, is to re- 
tire in the summer. 

The the youngest of six sis- 
ters of the late US President 
John E Kennedy, used her fam- 
ily influence in early 1 994, when 
successfully lobbying the White 
House to allow Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams a visa to visit the 
US. The move, encouraged by 
the then-Taoiseach Albert Rey- 


nolds, caused uproar among 
Unionist and Conservative cir- 
cles in Britain, but was else- 
where credited with advancing 
the August 1994 rRA ceasefire. 

There was also controversy 
over her relations with em- 
bassy staff who dissented with 
her pro-active role on Northern 
Ireland diplomacy. Similar dis- 
agreements arose with US Am- 
bassador to London, Raymond 
Seitz, now retired, who recent- 
ly claimed she had been too 
close to Sinn Fein. The claims 
were forcefully rejected by the 
Irish Government. The 
Taoiseach Bertie Ahem said 


yesterday “she has been with the 
peace process all of the away 
from the very beginning. If (the 
Adams visa support) had not 
happened, it is no exaggeration 
to say that other events might 
not have fallen into place. She 
used good judgement. She was 
not by any means one-sided.” 
Mrs Kennedy-Smhh, 70, was 
appointed in 1993 by President 
Clinton. She helped arrange his 
1995 visit to both parts of Ire- 
land which attracted huge 
crowds. That experience is be- 
lieved to have strengthened his 
interest in helping achieve a po- 
litical settlement 



Peace broker: Jean 
Kennedy-Smftfi 


Defectors head for Lib-Dem sanctuary 


By Anthony Bevins 


THE Liberal Democrats have 
notched up 24 local Labour de- 
fections since the election, the 
party revealed yesterday. 

The latest switch took place 
in Liverpool last week, when 
Chris Newby, a Labour coun- 
cillor in the city’s Broadgreen 
ward, joined the Liberal De-‘ 
mocrat group on the council 

Nick Harvey, the MP who 
chairs the party’s Campaigns 
and Communications Com- 
mittee, tokl The Independent 
yesterday: “We are delighted 
that a substantial number of 


Labour councillors have de- 
cided to join us.” 

The Government dedsion to 
cut child benefit for lone par- 
ents was died as a significant 
“catalyst" for the change. 

But Mr Harvey said: “Our 
new members cite several rea- 
sons for joining us. Many con- 
trast our commitment to 
increase spending on public 
services, through carefully tar- 
geted taxes, with the Govern- 
ment’s broken pledges on dass 
sizes and health waiting lists. 

“Many, too, identify with 
our policies on constitutional re- 
form and Europe." 


A party spokesman said last 
night th at it was no t a question 
of the Liberal Democrats mov- 
ing to the left; they had re- 
mained where they had always 
been, while Labour had moved 
to the right. The 24 defections 
since the election compare with 
eight local Labour councillors 
and “celebrities" who defected 
in the 12 months up to last May. 

Since the start of the year, 
the liberal Democrats have 
been joined by councillor Gar! 
Kisicki of Lewisham; Keith 
Too a, the ex-chairman of Hull 
Wfestand Hessle Council; coun- 
cillor Daniel McCarthy, of 


Southwark and councillor 
Meher Khan, former Mayor of 
Waltham Forest. 

But Mr Harvey was also 
keen to point out that not all the 
defectors were from Labour - 
citing “the decisions of former 
Tbiy MPs and MEPs like Hugh 
Dykes, Anna McCurley and 
Peter Price to become Liberal 
Democrats.” Other Tory de- 
fectors include Keith RaBan, 
former MP for Delyn; Lord 
Thomas of Swynnerton; Arthur 
and Susan Bell, of the Scottish 
Tbiy Reform Group; and Lady 
Mary O’Hagan, former head of 
the Tbiy MEft’ London office. 
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Soldier ‘covered 
his tracks* after 
killing girl, nine 


A soldier pretended to be an 
anxious parent after killing hi ? 
nine-year-old stepdaughter and 
burying her in an animal bur- 
row, a court was told yesterday. 

Nigel Pascoe, QC, opening 
the case for (he prosecution at 
Bristol Crown Court, said Pri- 
vate Mfles Evans was trying to 
cover his trades forth e “savage 
and cruel” murder of Zoe in 
January Hast year. 

He claimed that Pte Evans, 
24, had taken the girl' in the 
night from his married quarters 
home at Warminster, Wiltshire, 
to kill her and bury her head 
first in an anim al bole on Bat- 
tlesbury Hill, less than a mile 
from the family home. 

Mr Pascoe told the jury that 
Mr Evans' wife Rmla, rased the 
alarm the following morning 
Mr Pascoe claimed: “Miles 
Evans continued to pretend 
that be was an anxious parent 
bat we say be was nothing of the 
sort. At all times we say he was 
the killer seeking only to cov- 
er his tracks and to divert sus- 
picion from hims elf. 7 ’ 

the “callous killer 77 left be- 
hind two crucial pieces of evi- 
dence, said the prosecution 
lawyer. The first was his own 
T-shirt, stained with Zoe’s 
blood and his semen, from sex- 
ual intercourse earlier with his 
wife. The second was a pair of 
the child’s pants, probably 
dropped after Zoe bad been 
killed and when he was en 
route to burying her. Her body 
was not found for six weeks. 

Pte Evans has pleaded not 
guilty to the charge that he mur- 
dered his stepdaughter at 
Wmninster between 9 January 
and 12 January last year. 

Mr Pascoe maintained that 
when the jury considered all the 



Zoes Jury tokf stepfather left 
two crucial bits of evidence 

evidence, such as the T-dnrt and 
particularly the time frame of 
the crimes it could only find one 
candidate as fha kQler ^ vfito; 
Evans. 

Any other possibility, the 
Crown claimed, would be fan- 
ciful. But Mr Pascoe stressed 
that Pte Evans had pleaded not 
guilty and had throughout de- 
nied his invdvemenL 

Mr Pascoe added: “1 want to 
stress in as dear a manner as 1 
possibly ran that the child’s 
mother, Paula, played no part 
whatsoever in the death of 
Zoe." 

The court heard how Zoe 
was put to bed on the night of 
her death at 10.20pm. The po- 
lk* were telephoned the next 
day soon after midday and the 
biggest search ever conducted 
m this country. for a misting, 
child began. 

The search involved neigh- - 
hours, friends, police, Army 
personnel and-hehcoptcre- 

Mr Pascoe went on to de- 
scribe how Zoe'S body 4ras 


found on 26 February on Bat- 
tlcsfamy Hill, hidden in a hole 
used by animals. He told how 
at some stage animals had 
pulled the body out of the hole 
and the lower part aflhedrikTs 
remains were damaged. 

Mr Pascoe said that Zoe had 
suffered an injury to her nose, 
.and had inhaled blood and 
died of asphyxiation. Hie said 
her small crop-top had been 
stuffed into her mouth. . 

Mr Pascoe said suggestions 
that Zoe had left the house on 
her own, had sleepwalked to her 
death or that an intruder had 
broken m were inconceivable. 

Mr Pascoe added that the 
way Miles Evans behavedm the 
hours after her death and the . 
Iks that he told were the actions 
of a man trying to conceal 
what had happened. 

“Hu behaviour on the night 
after her death was quite ex- 
traordinary. While Paula 
searched in desperation, MUes 
Evans went to bed He said he 
wanted to keep his strength op 
for the morning of the search.” 

Mr Pascoe told the court 
that a set of clothes belonging 
to Pte Evans was still misting . 
This, he said, was “very 
significant” as Zoe’s murderer 
would have been covered in 
blood. 

Mr Pascoe told the court that 
MUes and Zoe had a good 
relationship and that Miles 
dearly taijoyed physical contact 
with Zoe. He mid most nights 
there was play fighting between 
the two. 

“ft will be far you to consider* 
whetberMSes Evans’s physical 
horseplay hid a darker attrac- 
tion for Iris step-daughter,” be 
told the court/ 

' The trial coafij?fle^today: ' 



Poster art: The author Stephen Calloway d r e ss es as Aubrey Beardsley yesterday to launch his book about the illustrator, published by V&A 
Publications. The Victoria and Albert museum is to run an exhibition of Beardsley 11 * work in October Photograph: David Rose 

Bird foul-up blacks out lightships 


By Roger Dobson 

BIRDS which have been casting a 
shadow over solar-powered lightships 
are about to get an earfuL . 

Thousands of birds have been 
leaving their debris on the ships and the 
solar panels, threatening the only power 
source for lightships a "d turning the 
highly visible bright red of the boa ts into 
a dondy shade of white. 

.■ Now, in a bid to repel the unwanted 
guest, bird-scaring equipment Is being 
installed on two unmanned vessels 

w&khwfl mimic the distress calls of half 

a ; dozen birds known to be regular vis- 


itors. Scientists hope the dawn-to-dusk 
choras will deter the birds from fooling 
the solar panels and the ships, delegates 
to an international conference on pest 
managanent at the Univeisily oTWhles, 
Cardiff, were told. 

Birds have always been something 
of a problem for Trinity House, the or- 
ganisation responsible for lighthouses 
and bnoys around the coast ofBritain, 
but the trouble has been exacerbated by 
the arrival of unmanned and folly an- 
tomatic lightships, two of which are now 
on station in the Wash and at South 
Goodwin off Doves: 

Barry RodweQ, deputy principal de- 


velopment engineer with Trinity Hoose 
lighthouse Service, said: “We have hit 
a problem with birds footing and it can 
be quite horrendous. We normally 
paint the ships red and they can get 
white all over in a very short time with 
the numbers of birds involved. These 
ships are painted red to act as a marker 
to shipping during the daytime and 
changing colour to white is not very 
helpful*” 

•And of course, if the solar panels get 
covered up, they would stop producing 
tiie necessary power for the various aids 
to navigation on board tiie vessels.” 

He added: “It was not a problem 


when they were diesel powered because 
they were visated for refoellhig and main- 
tenance, and once the ship was along- 
side it would hose the vessel down.” 

A bird-searing system designed by 
Sussex-based Scarecrow Bio-Acoustic 
Systems will be used to keep the birds 
away The company has digitised the dis- 
tress sounds of a number of birds in- 
cluding the herring gall, blackheaded 
gull, common pill and lapwing, and in- 
stalled them in a loudspeaker unit 
that will by set up on the ships. - 
A system has already proved its worth 
at the British Embassy in Rome after 
it was invaded by startings. 
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White House wheels out big guns 
to defend beleaguered President 


* I 



By Mary Dejevsky 

in NA&hngton 

THE WHITE HOUSE mount- 
ed an all-out damage limitation 
exercise yesterday in response 
to televised claims by a White 
House voluntary worker, Kath- 
leen Willey, that President Bill 
Clinton had kissed and groped 
her when she went to ask Htm 
for a job four years ago. 

Mr Qin ton, clearly stung 
and concerned by the allega- 
tions. took time out from a 
Washington school visit to re- 
peat his sworn testimony that 
“nothing improper happened” 
between himself and Ms WDiey. 
He told reporters that he had 
not seen the television interview 
- he was at the presidential re- 


US army 

reassures 

women 


THE UNITED STATES De- 
fense Secretary. William Cohen, 
sought to reassure women re- 
cruits to the armed forces yes- 
terday in the wake of recent 
sexual harassment scandals in 
the military, writes Mary 
Dejevsky. 

Mr Cohen announced that 
the number of female recruiters 
and training officers was to be 
increased and selection proce- 
dures improved. 

While his remarks were 
presented as a response to the 
recommendations of a con- 
gressional report, the timing in- 
dicated that they were also 
addressed to disconsolate 
servicewomen following the 
court martial verdict on 
Sergeant-Major Gene McKin- 
ney, the army’s former top en- 
listed man, last week. 

McKinney was acquitted last 
Friday on 18 counts of sexual 
harassment and found guilty on 
one charge of obstructing the 
course of justice, where there 
was recorded telephone evi- 
dence against him. Six women 
had testified against him, al- 
leging improper advances and 
threats, but there was no third- 
party evidence for any of the ac- 
cusations. The verdict has 
drawn fierce criticism from 
women's groups. 

McKinney was due to be sen- 
tenced yesterday. He faces up 
to five years in prison, a dis- 
honourable discharge and loss | 
of pension. 


treat at Camp David through 
the weekend -but that he was 
“mystified and disappointed” by 
the allegations. He said he had 
a “very dear memory” of his 
1993 meeting with Ms Willey, 
“and I told the truth”. 

Attacking on three fronts, 
While House officials repeated 
Mr Clinton's denial; they field- 
ed the President’s lawyer and 
communications director to call 
into question Ms Willey's good 
faith, and they laboured behind 
the scenes to remind White 
House press-corps members of 
Mr Clinton's version and their ' 
duty to objective reporting. 

Minutes after Ms Willey’s in- 
terview on Sunday evening, the 
White House had issued a brief 
statement, denying her allega- 


tions on Mr Clinton's behalf 
“Ms Willey’s allegation is sim- 
ply not true,” foe statement said. 

In the interview, broadcast in 
the CBS weekly news pro- 
gramme, 60 Minutes, Ms Willey 
had described hesitantly, but 
vividly, how Mr Clinton had 
clinched her in a hug that last- 
ed “longer than I expected”, 
kissed her on foe lips, touched 
her breasts and put his hand on. 
her genitals. The encounter took 
place on 29 November 1993, 
when Ms WlJey, overwhelmed 
by financial difficulties, went to 
ask Mr Clinton for a paid job. 

Mr Qinton does not deny 
that the meering took place, but 
said in his sworn testimony 
that, while be might have em- 
braced Ms Willey and kissed her 


briefly on foe forehead, there 
was “nothing sexual about it”. 

One of foe White House’s 
chief weapons is Mr Clinton's 
lawyer in the case, Robert Beth 
nett, who said that Mr Clinton 
was more angry than Mr Ben- 
nett had ever seen him- 

Also fronting foe President’s 
defence was the White House di- 
rector of communications, Ann 
Lewis. Interviewed on the break- 
fast shows yesterday, she asked 
why, if foe 1993 meeting had 
gone so wrong for Ms Wilky,' she 
had subsequently exchanged 
friendly letters with Mr Clinton 
and insistently volunteered to 
help with his 1996 re-election 
campaign. Ms Lewis said that Ms 
Willey had gone to see her per- 
sonally to volunteer. She said: 


gee, if I hadn't had my person- 
al experience [with Ms Willey], 
how would I feel about it?" 
While mainstream US media 

went out of their way to present 

both sides of 'the story and not 
to suggest that Ms WDley’s in- 
terview had the potential to top- 
ple the President, a prediction 
several analysts made when the 
revelations about the former 
White House trainee, Monica 
Lewinsky, broke two months 


Orrin Hatch, the Republican 
chairman nf the Senate judiciary 
committee said: “If these alle- 
gations are true, that is foe end 
of this presidency.” 

Ms W3Iey*s charges also ap- 
peared to have lost Mr Qinton 


the support of the mainstream 
faxiinistsreprts^ 
tional Organisation of Women. 
Patricia Ireland, president of 
NOW, said of Ms Willey’s ac- 
count “This is beyond the idea 
of foe likeable rogue ... and re- 
ally on into ... sexual abuse." 

"Meanwhile, the threat to Mr 
Clinton of a second White 
House trainee scandal seemed 
to have receded The appearance 
of a 34-year-old New York song- 
writer. Sherrie Densuk, who 
had been expected to testily in 
the Lewinsky hwestigatkm this 
week, has been postponed. Ms 
Densuk was quoted as saying 
that she did not know Monica 
Lewinsky, and foe White House 
said there was no record that she 
had ever been a trainee there. 



Rock -of ages: Olivia Newton-John (left), Stocfcard Charming and Did] Conn (right) celebrating the re-release of the film Grease on its 20th . 
anniversary. The trio starred with John Travolta, who was unable to attend the Hollywood screening Photograph: Reuters 

Colornbian rebels target American advisers 


COLOMBIA (Reuters) - A rebel com- 
mander who recently handed the 
Colombian army its worst defeat in more 
than 30 years has warned that he would 
begin targeting US military advisers, ac- 
cusing them of heading covert counter- 
insurgency operations. 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) chief Ihbian Ramirez 


said his fighters were in “combative 
mood” afieifoeirrecent victory and were 
ready to strike at thousands of army re- 
inforce men tsbe mg airlifted into Ca- 
queta province. 

Two weeks ago, 300 FARC guerril- 
las attacked the army’s crock Third Mo- 
bile Brigade - a cornerstone of foe 
mfliiaiy’s anti-guerrilla strategy - kflBng 


83 sokfiens and capturing 43 others. “The 
claim that the United States is combat- 
ing drugs in Colombia is a sophism. All 
foe military and economic aid it is giv- 
ing to foe army is to fight foe guerril- 
las.” Ramirez said. 

“Most (Colombian army) battalions 
have US advisers so it is clear that 
Colombian rage will explode at any mo- 


ment and foe objective will be to defeat 
foe Americans.” Last year, the line be- 
tween the anti-drug and anti-guerrilla 
wars became blurred when White House 
drug czar Gen Barry McCaffrey autho- 
rized foe use of US aid to combat what 
be dubbed “15,000 narco-guerrillas.” 
FARC has always denied any links 
with drug cartels. 



, BRUGES from £50 ★*- Seif drive 
AMSTERDAM FROM £1 17 
DUBLIN from £1 16 ★★ 
BARCELONA from £144 ★★ 
MADRID FROM £133 ★★ 
PRAGUE FROM £221 ★★★ 

• London and regional airport departures available 

• Centrally located totals wifrensuite^^ 

• Exclusive & d wm ing ho tel upgrades available 

Prices bidude all airport taxes 

Was per person breed upon twQpaofdedmig a n»m 

fanstfvrinis i&om JlnbFn l^to 

ALL OFFStS SUBJECT 70 AVAEAffiJTY 'Ar 

# 0171-565 6677 1 

CITYTRAVELLER DIRECT LTD rig*) 


SWIFTCALL 


LOW 



• , * „ . 
• *- V-*< , 

•< v ;«nr5i-V,' 

- i' * ' 

✓ „V. 


t > . » . 




EXHIBITION 


•S E \KCI.AYS 


EARLS COURT, LONDON. 

19 MARCH-13 APRIL 10AM-8PM. 
LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS 10AM-10PM. 

TICKET BOOKING AND INFORMATION 
HOTLINE 0990 90 00 90. 


India 

Ireland 

Japan 


0 

' 

- 




18p 

N. Zealand 

27p 

12p 

Pakistan 

72p 

27p 

S, Africa 

34p 

3Up 

mailand 

72p 

10p 

UK 

5 P 

20p 

USA 

8p 


CuiU/s today for detail* or, fantastic savings to hundreds of 
other destinations and how to open your p K paid account. 


SAVE £1 OJ 
amply present $1 
you'll receive £ 


LT ENTRY 

|Box Office and 
it before 5pm. 


£3 CS — ^00 794 387 Uyyj i;, s 
? suo S3 6 5005 if a-,* ,v , ; c. 


Not MKT wBti any gUSr 
pupfePTMoastaimi 


(or up to bare ] 

J!) 


business 0800 769 2222 


Hone to* pries m MUt 



jij fi 








&>jh Jo vSp 




11/FOREIGN 


the independent 

TUESDAY 17 MARCH 1998 

II 








Mexican crime chills 
sunshine pensioners 



Head starts A South Korean army cadet adjusting Ms cap before being commissioned at a graduation ceremony in 
Seoul yesterday, president Kim Dae-jjung stressed the need for the army's political neutrality • Photograph; Reuters 


As crisis deepens, one 
man s pain is another 
man s pleasure 

W hen describing the JHffT|TTT9y7|tTf9|H 

practice of revelling 

in the misfortunes of ■ DIARY l 


By PhA Davison 

in Cuemanwaca 

MARK NIXON was not quite 
your typical American pen- 
sioner in Mexico. He enjoyed 
the cKirraff' in Cuernavaca, 
“Gty of Eternal Spring”, and 
the soutb-of-the-border value 
for his dollars. But he had been 
more successful than most of his 
fellow American pensioners or 
“snowbirds” who spend the 
winter of their years, or at least 
the American winters, in 
city just south of Mexico City. 

Mr Nixon, 60, had a reputa- 
tion as ‘‘architect to the stars” in 
Beverly HiDs, California, before 
moving south a decade ago. In 
Cuernavaca he turned a mined 
hacienda into the renowned El 
Rancho Cuernavaca, a hotel 
that became backdrop to sever- 
al Hollywood movies and pho- 
to shoots. The setting was often 
billed m magazines as “Under the 


Volcano”, a reference to the 
novel wriftm by Malcolm Lowry 
in and around this tOwn. 

Last week, Mr Nixon was 
found dead in his home, with 
tens of stab wounds to ius body. 
The same day, another Ameri- 
can, Joseph Anisz Poston, 50, a 
retired dancer, was found dead 
in his borne in the posh Lomas 
area of Mexico Gty. Mr ftxaon’s 
testicles bad been cut off. 

The killings sent shivers 
through the tens of thousands of 
Americans who live in Mexico, 
either cm short- or tang-term 


retirees, or as winter “snow- 
birds” Americans had hoped 
that the last of a com- 
patriot, the businessman Peter 
Zarate, jug before Christmas in 
Mexico CSty, had been a fluke, 
a simple robbery. He was shot 
dead after taking a taxi whose 
driver was in cahoots with a$m& 
Whatever the motives for 


the respective muixkrc- thesub- 
ject of feverish speculation -all 
three were American, all are 
dead and their compatriots, from 
to pensioners, are jittery. 
The US embassy has upgraded 
its warnings to Americans not to 
take taxi cabs in the streets of 
Mexico Gty and to take extra se- 
curity measures at home. 

The general consensus here 
is that the latest Americans 
kQJed were not picked out be- 
cause of their nationality, but 
were merely three more victims 
of a crime wave that is plagu- 
ing this country, particularly the 
capital. There are an average of 
three murders a day in Mexico 
City and 82 reported rapes. 

In the central belt around 
Mexico Gty, there were 700 
highway robberies last yeai^ often 
on tourist buses. One of the 
worst joutesis the most potentially 
touristic- the relatively new mo- 
torway between Mexico CSty and 


the Pacific resort of Acapulco. It 
was on that highway that Mex- 
ico’s latest scandal recently be- 
gan. Police from the state of 
Morelos were allegedly dump- 
ing body of someone who bad 
been tortured beside the high- 
way when police from the neigh- 
bouring state of Guerrero 
spotted them. According to wit- 
nesses, the latter were upset not 
by the fact that fellow police 
were dumping a body but that 
they were dumping it on some- 
one else's patch. “Our state is 
not a rubbish dump,” one Guer- 
rero officer reportedly said. 

Asked to explain the victim’s 
apparent torture marks, the 
Morelos police reportedly said 
**we were Hying to question him 
and he got crver-exaled. He was 
bumping into everything.” The 
Morelos chief of police and 
prosecutor have both been 
charged with “torture and cov- 
er-up” and face long jail terms. 
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W hen describing the 
practice of revelling 
in the misfortunes of 
others, English speakers have 
to rely on a German word - 
schadenfreude. The Chinese 
have no such problem. Here in 
Hong Kong we’ve been hearing 
a tot of people saying”farg4fcy 
lok wor, ” literally meaning “hap- 
py about other people's disas- 
ters”. 

There is a great deal to be 
happy about these days in fi- 
nancially-challenged Hong 
Kong. Admittedly we have 
caught no more than the tail 
end of the financial crisis 
sweeping across Asia but it 
has been sufficiently potent to 
give us something to chuckle 
about . /•' 

All the people <yotf ksve ; 
to hate art faring problems. !^, 
list them in no particular order 
but they indude Hong Kong's 
voracious landlords, stockbro- 
kers and other money pushers, 
estate agents, banks, the 
managers of posh hotels and 
the purveyors of designer dotb- 
ing. 

Just months ago this un- 
savoury assortment of the rich 
and mean were going about 
their business without a care in 
the world. Now things are very 
different 

Property prices are diving 
through the floor, which 
prompted a friend of mine to 
ask for a rent reduction last Oc- 
tober. The crisis was just taking 
hold then and his landlord 
replied that as be was the first 
to ask for a reduction, he would 
never be given one. The block 
of flats where this occurred is 
now half empty . - 

Out of sheer malice I have 
spent gnflH amounts of time 
peering into thewindows of to- 
tally deserted estate agents. I 
like to see the previously surly 
persons employed in these 
premises leap out of their seats 
and dash outride to see if they 
can help me. 

Malice also takes me to 
make enquiries about room 
rates at Hong Kong’s notori- 
ously overpriced hotels where 
the word “discount” was about' 
as rare as a modest stockbro- 
ker. Aakr for a discount these 
days and you wfll hear nothing 
resembling the T>’ word but 
are almost certain to be regaled - 
with talk of packages. It 
amounts to the same thing 
bat ddesn’t sound half as 
crude. 

As to stockbrokers, and 
so-cadfid«oa^sis,wtio could be 
spied spending the equivalent 
ctf some smaller nation's gross * 
domestic .product on an 
eveom^entertainment, they 
are now more subdued, some 
are even nut Of work. . 

Only a hypocrite would pre- 
tend thatit gives them no jrtear 
sure to, observe, these sorry 



w ■'w cfore reluctantly de- 
1“^ parting from the bailing 
.M. financial analysts I 
am keepings careful connt of, 
whs| 

are darfomg fo have- beea thee. 


^current financial crists/The tafl- : 
ly of srxii u em±is9es^isitovm 
double- figures. Rigorousfy ex- 
cluded from this total is one of 
Hong Kong’s most flamboyant 
fund managers, known as. Ik 
Doom. His real name is Marc 
Saber and he has been predict- 
ing the collapse of Asian mar- 
kets through two major booms 
when anyone following his ad- - 
vice would have forgone mak- 
ing a small fortune. 


T Tong Kong is a hot con- 
1—1 tender for the title of 
A -1-having the world's 
worst climate. Most of the year 
it is extremely humid, and, 
x«)rerecentiy,beavifypcfluted- 
The worst of the humkfity starts 

round about now. Unless pre- 
cautions are taken clothes -left 
in cupboards take oh a lurid 
green appearance as tijpy be- 
come covered in monJ^Tfow- 
ever, determined to look cuithe 
brighter side, I can report that 
this is all good news for us ag- 
ar smokers. Only a fool wcrpld 
need to invest in a humidor in 
these circumstances. 


T he Hong Kong govern- 
ment and its more ex- 
treme supporters who 
are currently stuffing them- 
selves with Peking duck while 
attending the manotonousses- 
skras of the rubber-stamp Na- 
tional People’s Congress in 
Peking^ hate nothing mare titan 
the enormously popular radio 
talk-in shows, which score fop 
ratings here. The trouble with 
thesb shows is that Mr and Mrs 
Joe Public demonstrate.a less 
than reverential attitude to-, 
wards Pekmg, Last- week I was 
chatting ' with Albeit Cheng, 
th eking of (he talk shows, who 

revealed the secret of his sur- 
vival. According to the scrupu- 
lously immodest Mr Cheng, 
[fling Che^bwa, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive, needs him around So 
thatwbenheiscritidsedforhjs 

autocratic .ways he can amfle 
and present his democratic cre- 
dentials ty saying ‘Tiow canyou 
say there’s ho freedom in Hbng 
Kong with . Albert ‘ Cheng 

around”. 




****** 


tie of sime. tgiid Mexican beer 
for an entire evening. 
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Only EPSON has a unique Piezo Crystal print head 
which guarantees pin sharp prints every time. 
This gives EPSON a distinct edge when it 
comes to producing high quality photo and text 
print outs. 

In fact EPSON Photo Reproduction Quality is so 
good it gives you prints which rival those 
produced by high street developers. And if your 
prints look good, imagine what your other 
documents will look Like. 

EPSON Photo Enhance mode will automatically 
adjust brightness, exposure and contrast, 
leaving you with truly superb results. Youll even 
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Cook bows to Israelis 
on Har Homa visit 


By Eric Silver 

in Jerusalem 

ROBIN COOK blinked first last night and 
submitted to Israeli conditions for visiting 
the contentious Har Homa site in Arab East 
Jerusalem, where Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
right-wing government plans to build 6,000 
Jewish homes. 

After a protracted diplomatic poker 
game, the Foreign Secretary agreed to 
visit the wooded hillside between Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem accompanied by an Israeli 
official, who will put Israel’s case for the 
project and for sovereign control of the 
disputed holy city. 

Mr Cook had planned earlier to go to 
Har Homa with Faisal Husseini, a high 
ranking Palestinian official in Jerusalem. 
He will now meet Mr Husseini and other 
Palestinian figures in an Arab university 
building in East Jerusalem. 

The Har Homa tour, which is part of a 
24-hour visit to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, had threatened to undermine 
British and European hopes of playing a 
wider role in the Middle East peace 
process. 

A senior Israeli diplomat bad warned 
Mr Cook that his visit to the settlement 
would precipitate a major crisis, even 
without Mr Husseini. “Without Israel” the 
official said, “they [the Europeans] cannot 
play a rote. It takes two to tango.” 

Britain is currently the European 
Union's rotating president and Mr Cook 
is visiting Israel in the name of all IS 
member states. 

The nearest to an Israeli concession last 
night was that the Foreign Secretary will 
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at least see Har Homa, which be insisted 
was his right. A British official in Jerusalem 
said the planned visit to Har Homa reflected 
European concern at the lack of progress 
in the peace process, which has been at a 
standstill since Israel announced the 
development of the settlement a year ago. 
The stalemate, he added, was compounded 
by Israel's expansion of West Bank settle- 
ments. As far as Europe is concerned, Har 
Homa is a settlement, although it is on land 
Israel annexed after the 1967 war. 

Israel’s objection was not so much to the 
visit as to the fact that it was planned in 
coordination with Yasser Arafat's Pales- 
tinian Authority. The Israelis only learned 
of it from the media. “It looked like a tour 
of inspection,” a senior Israeli Foreign 


Muzistzy official complained yesterday. 
“We don’t inspect our friends. The Euro- 
peans may or may not recognise Israeli sov- 
ereignty, but as long as the issue is not 
resolved they should not come with prej- 
udicial views.” Mr Netanyahu's media 
adviser, David Bar-Dian, suggested it 
would be like an Israeli minister visiting 
Northern Ireland as a guest of Sinn Fein. 

Israeli officials also complained that Mr 
Cook had derided to drop a visit to the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Memorial - a staple for 
visiting dignitaries -from his itinerary. 

Israel says it would welcome a European 
contribution to the Israeli-PaJestmian 
process and to Israel's quest for a way to 
withdraw troops from southern Lebanon 
without endangering its northern border. 
But Israel insists the parties must negoti- 
ate their own terms. “We don't expect 
mediators to teacta each side what to do,” 
the senior diplomat said. 

Israel fears a European peace formula 
would become the Palestinian base line. 
“When people negotiate,” the official 
argued, “both sides have to meet each other 
half way. If the Europeans come with set 
ideas of what the outcome should be, the 
Pales tinians cannot ask for less.” 

In London, a spokesman for Tony Blair 
said the Prime Minister stood behind Mr 
Cook’s derision to visit the disputed area. 

Following talks in Jordan this morning, I 
Mr Cook will fly to meetings with Mr Arafat 
in Gaza, with Pale stinian officials in East 
Jerusalem, and Mr Netanyahu on the 
Israeli side of town. He will discuss the 
Lebanese issue with the Israeli Defence 
Minister, Yitzhak Mordechai, before con- 
tinuing to Damascus and Beirut. 



Atai Behari Vajpayee, the new Prime Minister of India, greeting his supporters in New Delhi yesterday Photograph: AP 
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Hindu nationalists celebrate poll 
victory - but for how long? 
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The hardest part of 
choosing a Rolex 
choosing where to do it 


By Peter Fopham 

in Delhi 


THE HINDU nationalist Bha- 
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) yes- 
terday celebrated its victory in 
India’s general election with 
sweetmeats, garlands drums 
and serpentine trumpets. . 

After a week of tense talks 
and brinkmanship by a crucial 
ally, the partes parliamentary 
leader, Aial Behari \fejpayee, 
was finally able to show Presi- 
dent Narayanan written proof 
that his party was dose enough 
to having a majority to have a 
good chance of winning the in- 
evitable vote of confidence. 
The new government will be 
sworn m on Thursday. President 
Narayanan has asked Mr Vaj- 
payee to prove his parliamen- 
tary majority within 10 days. 

. Wide the BJP celebrated, its 
deadly rival, the Congress par- 
ty, took a giant step into the on- 
known when it elected Sonia 
Gandhi to the chair manship of 
^parliamentary party. This fol- 
lowed her election to the par- 
ty’s presidency on Saturday, 
when her elderly predecessor. 


-Sitaram Kesri, was ejected in a 
palace roup. Mrs Gandhi is thus 
confirmed as Congress’s ab- 
solute leader. Should Mr \faj- 
payee stumbl e and fan, she is 
now tiie official alternative. 

After three prime ministers 
in less than two years -Mr "Vaj- 
payee having been one of than, 
for less than a fortnight — In- 
dia is in dire need of rtable gov- 
ernment.^ The momentum of 
economic reform, started six 
years agp, has almost ground to 
a halt. Economic growth is ex- 
pected to slow from 15 per cent 
last year to around 5 per cent. 

Bat although stability was the 
BJP’s campaign promise, it is 
unlikely to provide it It will gov- 
ern with the support of 21 al- 
lied partners and independents, 
all of whom will need to be ap- 
peased and humoured for the 
government to stay afioaL 

Jayalalitha, the South Indi- 
an populist leader with an un- 
canny resemblance to Queen 
Victoria, who gave the BJP pal- 
pitations over the weekend 
when she failed to send her 
promised letter of support, is a 
sign of trouble ahead. Observers 


will not be surprised if the gov- 
ernment falls within months. 

• Mr Vajpayee and his col- 
leagues have already had to put 
off implementing central BJP 
ideas, such as building a giant 
Hindu temple in Ayodhya on 
the site of .the mosque de- 
stroyed fty a mob in 1992, and 
the enactment of a uniform erv- 
fico^p, eliminating die discre- ^ 
denary treatment of religious * 
minorities in areas such as mar- 
riage and divorce. The party’s 
controversial “re-evaluation" 
of India’s nudear policy is like- 
ly to he long drawn out 
The BJP's long-term dilem- 
ma is that it rose to prominence 
as the party with a panacea for 
Hindu grievances. But to attain 
power, to win over the Muslim 
vote, for example, it has had to 
abandon almost everything that 
made it distinctive. What re- 
mains k an obligation to reward 
big-business supporters, by of- 
fering protection against foreign 
competition, and its support 
among small businesses by get- 
ting bureaucracy off their backs, 
The government will also talk 
tough with ftddstan on Kashmir. 



South African official 
held over gun deal 


The Goldsmiths Group is the country’s 
leading chain of quality jewellers, incorporating 
not only Goldsmiths but Walker and Hall. 
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SOUTH AFRICA’S safety and 
security minister, Sydney 
Mufamadi, flew to Maputo yes- 
terday seeking answers to a 
question preoccupying the na- 
tion- what was a foreign affairs 
official, Robert McBride, up to 
when he was arrested in 
Mozambique with a pile of 
AK47 rifles and 511,000 
(£6,600) in his pocket? 

Mr McBride, 34. the Foreign 
Ministry’s Aria desk director, is 
in a Mozambique jail after be- 
ing arrested in the border vil- 
lage of Ressano Garcia a week 
ago while trying to escape back 
across the border. 

His involvement in what has 
all the hallmarks of a gun-run- 
ning operation is a huge diplo- 
matic embarrassment for South 
Africa. It has Sparked a wave of 
conspiracy theories which have 
Mr McBride procuring arms for 
groups including the IRA and 
East Timorese rebels. 

The arrest of any senior offi- 
cial in these dxcumstanoes would 
cause an outcry. In Mr McBrides 
case, reaction is accentuated by 
his cootrave trial past 

In 1986, Mr McBride, a 
coloured (mixed race) member 
of the African National Cbo- 
gress’s military wing, pla n te d a 
bomb on a crowded beach- 
front in Durban. His target was 
the Magoo Bar, which he be- 
lieved was frequented by soldiers 
and police and was, therefore, 
a legitim ate m ilitary taigeL But 


Mozambique 
arrests ANC man, 
writes Mary Braid 
in Johannesburg 

when the bomb - 1001b of ex- 
plosives surrounded by bullets 
and shrapnel - exploded, it 
killed three women and scores 
of civilians. The liberation bar- 
de had ventured out of the 
townships to the doorsteps of 
South African whites. 

Mr McBride was caught and 
sentenced to death. While wait-, 
ing to be hanged, he married his 
lawyer. Paula McBride was not 
only white but the daughter of 
a director of Anglo American, 
South Africa's mightiest cor- 
poration. 

In 1992, Mr McBride was re- 
leased in the political horse- 
trading between the National 
Party and the unbanned ANC. 
Whites who continued to regard 
him as a murderer were in- 
censed again when, after the 
1994 elections, he took up a job 
mthe department of foreign 

President Nelson Mandela's 
government is now distancing 

nself&pm Mr McBride. Ye^ 

Mufamadi, accom- 
panied by George Fivaz, the 

Commissioner, 
andBiifyMasetj^ director gen- 


eral of the SA Secret Service, 
made it dear that they were not 
going to Mozambique to lobby 
on Mr McBride’s behalf. 

South African intelligence 
agencies have dismissed sug- 
gestions that Mr McBride was 
on a secret mission to ferret out 
former ANC guerrillas thought 
to be responsible for a recent 
spate of highway heists. , 
Mozambican police have 
said they believe Mr McBride 
was involved in straightforward 
gun-running. Mrs McBride yes- 
terday challenged portrayals of 
her husband as a perpetual 
revolutionary, secretly fighting 
for a foreign cause now the war 
at home was over. She admit- 
ted that Gerry Kelly, a leading 
Sinn Fein member, and his 
family had stayed at the 
McBride home in January but 
said links had been established 
because of Sinn Fein’s interest 
in South Africa’s peaceful tran- 
sition to democracy. Newspaper 
reports of IRa gunrunning, 
she insisted, wore “laughable". 
Mr McBride had simply been on 
a fact-finding trip in preparation 
for a conference on gun and* 
drug Smuggling. n 

Mrs McBride said her hus- 
band vrasa man of principle, not 
a cnminaL Those for whom he 
jwll forever be the Magoo Bar 
bomber are hoping that his de- 
tention is just the start of a 
engtby — and long overdue — 
sentence. 
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Cellnet's remarkable new Traffic Line, a collaboration with 
Trafficmastor, can help you avoid the stress of motorway snarl-ups. 
Sensors on the motorway pinpoint the location of the jams, 
and a special in car unit pinpoints the location of 
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report on the length and position of the jam. ^ 

The full kit, including a hands-free mobile phone, costs 



(Sorry Damon, it only works on roods.) 






? I 
'C- "n f 


from just £29.99 from the dealers listed below. 


If you're already a Ceiinet digital customer, you can M * v . _ 


Unfortunately for Damon, Ceiinet Traffic Line doesn't dW® 




it should help him 


v,f f 













For details on how to get this service call 0800 21 4000 


, k 

on the -^ceiinet it's in your hands 


ouoteTare oellmet rrp. only available on cellnet digital tariffs, use WITH a hands free kit. telecom securicor cellular radio limited. 









THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 17 MARCH 1*»48 

14 


14/FOREIGN 




Power balance in French regions swings towards National Front 


RARELY can an election have pro- 
duced such a jumble of unfinished 
sums, conflicting signals and moral 
dilemmas. The result of Sunday’s re- 
gional poll in France was, quite 
simply, a mess. There were outright 
majorities in just two of the 21 re- 
gions in mainland France. la four re- 
gions the outcome was utterly 
opaque, dependant on the whims of 
fringe candidates. 

More menacingly, the far-right 
National Front was left with the po- 
tential balance of power in J9 of the 


Local pacts hold the key to control after muddled campaigns left all parties disappointed, reports John Lichfield in Paris 


21 regional assemblies. The leaders 
of the centre-right parties insisted 
again yesterday that they would 
make no deals with the National 
Front to form regional geveraments 
when the assemblies meet on Friday. 
In at least two regions, however, lo- 
cal leaders of the “traditional” right 
are suspected of taking a more flex- 
ible view of Jean-Marie Le Pea’s ami- 
immigrant, anti-European and 


anti-American party. If they make lo- 
cal pacts with the Front, it could set 
a precedent with unpredictable con- 
sequences for French politics in the 
next few years. 

In a sense, it was an election whk± 
no-one won. Lionel Jospin’s Social- 
ist-Communist-Green coalition did 
less well than expected, but may yet 
claim 12 or 13 regional govern- 
ments. Hie centre-right performed 


badly, but did not suffer a white- 
wash. The National Front scored 152 
percent, its higfcesl-ever national to- 
tal, but only fractionally more than 
it scored in parliamentary and pres- 
idential elections in 1997 and 1995. 
On a very low turn-out (60 per 
cent) the Front would have hoped to 
do better. It foil short of the the tar- 
get of 300 regional seats set by Mr 
Le Pen and did not top the poll in 


any region, though it came dose in 
die Provence-riviera region. 

NF leaders yesterday invited the 
“traditional” right to discuss tactical 
or permanent alliances to keep the 
left-of-centre parties from forming 
minority regional governments on 
Friday covering mare than half of 
France. Leaders of both the GanDist 
RPR and the centre-right UDF dis- 
missed aEpossMlrty of deal-making. 


The former RPR minister, Enc 
Raoult, warned his own grass-roots; 
“If they cross the yellow line, the yel- 
low line Of the Republic, and of 

democracy, theywffl no tonger be on 

our team.** In Languedoc-Rbussfiloo, 
however, the UDF regional presi- 
dent, Jacques Blanc, said there 
would be no “written” deals with the 
NR but he was ready to treat all elect- 
ed counoBois “eqtraiy*. Sunday's re- 


sult, following defeat in the parlia- 
mentary election last year, confirms 
the bankruptcy of the respectable 
right in France - out of ideas, out of 
energy, bcfcfagcomweing new feces. 

The Gnullist former Prime min- 
ister, Edouard Bailadur, said it was 
time for the disparate parties to 
merge in one French conservative 
and liberal party. This is an old idea 
and a non-starter. Ffcw of the exist- 
ing party chiefs are ready to woik un- 
der a single leader, even if one 
could be found. 


Vatican 
paints a 
Holocaust 
whitewash 


By Andrew Gumbel 

in Rome 

AFTER 11 years of deliberation, 
the Roman Catholic church re- 
leased its long-awaited pro- 
nouncement on the Holocaust 
yesterday as an “act of repen- 
tance” for the failings of the 
Catholic world to stand up to the 
massacre of 6 million Jews dur- 
ing the Second World Wir. 

But the 14-page document, 
entitled He Remember A Re' 
flection On The Shook , turned 
out to be a whitewash of the 
Vatican and the church hierar- 
chies which barely acknowl- 
edged the church of Rome’s 
long history of anti-Semitism. 

The document, put togeth- 
er by the Vatican's Commission 
for Religious Relations with 
Jews, vigorously defended Phis 
MI. the wartime pope much 
criticised by historians for his re- 
fusal to make any public criti- 
cism of Nazi Germany. It 
suggested anti-Semitism was 
contrary to “the constant teach- 
ing of the church", and put the 



Pope Pius XII: Failed to 
condemn Nazi regime 

blame for any failings on "the 
suns and daughters of the 
church,” not on its leaders. 

There was immediate criti- 
cism from several quarters, no- 
tably in Israel, where the 
director of the Simon Wicsen- 
thai Center. Efraim Zuroff, ac- 
cused the Vatican of trying to 
evade its historical responsibil- 
ities with a statement that fell 
far short of expectations. "The 
mountain has given birth to a 
mouse.” he remarked. 

The document argued that 
the church had nothing to do 
with the ideology of Nazism. 
"The Shoah was the work of a 
thoroughly modem neo-pagan 
regime,” it said. “hsanti-Scmi- 
tism had its roots outside of 
Christianity and, ju pursuing its 
aims, it did not hesitate to 
oppose the church and 
persecute her members also.” 

'[here was bareh- a nod to 


the institutionalised anti-Semi- 
tism of the church of Rome, 
stretching back to the Councfi 
of Nicea in 325, when Jews were 
deemed “abhorrent to the will 

of God”, or such episodes as the 
expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain in 1492 and the beatifi- 
cation of dozens of celebrated 
Jew -haters in the Middle Ages. 

And there was no suggestion 
that any church official might 
have turned a blind eye to the 
horrors of Nazism, or even qui- 
etly condoned iL The document 
spoke only of the “many 
Catholic bishops, priests, reli- 
gious and laity” who helped to 
save Jewish lives. 

It added: “Nevertheless ... 
the spiritual resistance and con- 
crete action of other Chris- 
tians was not that which might 
have been expected from 
Christ’s followers. We cannot 
know how many Christians in 
countries occupied or ruled by j 
the Nazi powers _ were horri- 
fied at the disappearance of | 
their Jewish neighbours and 
yet were not strong enough to | 
raise their voices m protest ... I 
We deeply regret the errors and 
failures of those sons and 
daughters of the church." 

Most controversial, perhaps, 
was the document's attitude to 
Pius XIL lionised for his covert 
action “to save hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish fives”. 
Many Jews, as well as liberals 
inside and outside the church, 
have never forgiven Pius for his 
failure to speak out in public, 
arguing that he had an pro-Ger- 
man bias (he was Papal nuncio 
to Germany during the First 
World War). He failed to pre- 
vent the deportation of Roman 
Jews, who bad lived under the 
direct protection of the Rope for 
centuries. His policy was dia- 
metrically opposed to that of his 
predecessor, Pius XI, who wrote 
an encyclical critical of the 
Nazis, “Mh brennender Soige” 
in 1938, and was preparing an 
even stronger statement on his 
deathbed, which was hidden 
from public view until after 
Pius XTI's death in 1958. 

The Vatican has always ar- 
gued that Pius had no choice - 
that to oppose the Nazis would 
have spelled the destruction of 
the German churchJt has nev- 
er satisfactorily explained, how- 
ever, why the Chur* under Kus 
XI2 protected Nazis on the run 
after the war; nor how Pius man- 
aged to be such an outspoken 
critic of the Soviet bloc in the 
1950s, when the Nazis inspired 
no more than generalised com- 
ments about Christian values. 



Ecfuiic Albanian women taking bread from Prisdna to the Dreitka region in a symbolic gesture against the Serb blockade of the kfra arid AS a 
protest against die recent kQ lings in the area of scores of ethnic Albanians, including children, by Serbian force s . Photograph: Reuters 
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Fi refight ends bid to free Britons 


By PhH Reeves in Moscow 
and Steve Craws haw in London 

THE horror of captivity was set 
to continue for two British 
hostages in Chechnya after a 
team of commandos ran into a 
lethal fire fight on Iheir way to 
rescue them, according to Russ- 
ian news reports last night. 

The operation, launched in 
the early hours yesterday by 
Chechen special services, was 
called off after the hostage-tak- 
ers threatened to kfll the 
Britons, sources told the In- 
terfax news agency. By then, 
one commando and one of the 
kidnappers had died in a burst 
of fighting, and several others 
were injured. 


The Foreign Office insisted 
that there was no evidence that 
the Britons were the subject of 
the rescue mission. A senior 
Chechen official said that the 
nationality of the hostages was 
unknown. Russian news agen- 
cies all reported that the 
hostages were the two missing 
Britons, Camilla Carr, 40, and 
Jon James, 37. 

The failed mission came 
only a day after Aslan 
Maskhadov, the President of 
the chaotic Caucasus republic, 
returned home after a four-day 
trip to Britain in which he met 
Foreign Office officials to dis- 
cuss the fate of the two aid . 
workers. The President has re- 
peatedly pledged to free the 


hostages, who are among 
scores caught up in an epidemic 
of abductions that began in 
earnest after the Chechen war 
ended in mid- 1996. 

A group from the Chechen 
anti-terrorist squad came under 
fire after setting off for the anaD 
town of Urus-Martan, when 
they discovered that the 
hostages were held there. Gen- 
eral Khunkarpasha Israpflov, 
chief of the Chechen anti-ter- 
rorist centre, told reporters that 
his team had been able to con- 
firm the abductors not only 
hold the Britons, but also 
Chechens and one Osse tian. 
The rescue filters “gave up the 
plan for eliminating the terror- 
ists, realizing the hostages’ lives 


were in danger,” he said. He 
added he was confident of se- 
curing their release “in the near 
future". Meanwhile, in Grozny, 
the capital, officials raided an 
apartment block and arrested 
three people suspected of being 
involved in the hostage-tak- 
ings. The couple were abduct- 
ed by six masked gunmen last 
July after arriving in Grozny to 
help children traumatised by the 
war with Moscow. 

Mr Maskhadovmet Baroness 
Thatcher during his visit, and re- 
turned boasting that die. had 
agreed to make a trip to Chech- 
nya. That claim was denied by 
her spokesman, who suggested 
sq ipknrvfaa avtingin t Canjafi op 
may have been to blame. 


- During Mr Maskbadov’s vis- 
it. Lady Thatcher emphasised 
at Iesgfh the importance of re- 
leasing hostages for any 
progress on relations between 
Britain and Chechnya. 

In fins respect, the former 
prone minister was remark- 
ably on-message: the Foreign 
Office followed up with the 
same message as Lady Thatch- 
er. 

The families of die aid work- 
ers met Mr -Maskhadov last 
week. Camilla Carr’s sister, 
Alexandra little, said yesterday: 
“[Maskhadov] spoke from the 
heart They .know that they 
can’t rebuild their country and 
have foreign investment while 
this is going on.” 


My Lai dead 
are honoured 

Relatives and survivors of the 
1968 My Lai massacre marked 
the anniversary of the slaugh- 
■ ter of 500 civilians by US sol- 
diers. Wreaths were placed at a 
monument to the victims and 
two US veterans who tried to 
halt the bloodbath urged that it 
never be forgotten. “Something 
terrible happened 30 years ago 
today,” ex-helicopter pilot 
Hugh Thompson said. This 
month be was one of two men 
awarded the Soldier's Medal in 
Washington for their actions at 
My Lai. 

— Reuters. My Loi, Vietnam 

Veteran leads 
Armenia poll 

As Armenians voted for a pres- 
ident yesterday, the Soviet-era 
Communist leader, Karen 
Demirchiau, led in most opin- 
ion pods, ahead of the Prime 
Minister, Robert Kocharian, 
die acting president, and former 
prime minister Vazgen Manu- 
kyan. A second round wifi be 
needed in two weeks if no one 
gains outright victory. Levon Tfer 
Petrosian resigned last month 
over concessions he offered 
the Azeris to end a conflict over 
the Nagorny Karabakh region. 

— Reuters, Yerevan 

Rare parrot 
chips in 

' A kakapo chick hatched with 
human help in New Zealand, 
fuelling hopes for the species’ 
survival. It brought to 57 the 
known population of the 
kakapo, a fat, flightless parrot 
The egg was put it in an incu- 
bator, where the chick struggled 
to chip out at the weekend. 

— Reuters, Weffington 

Shevardnadze 
hits at Moscow 

President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze criticised Russia for fail- 
ing to extradite a man suspected 
of trying to kill him. He was re- 
ferring to Igor Giorgadze, 
Georgia’s former security chief, 
who fled to Moscow after Geor- 
gian officials charged him with 
organising a 1995 bombing of 
Mr Shevardnadze's motorcade. 
He has faced two assassination 
attempts in Georgia over the 
past three years. — AP, TbSsi 


Tiananmen hard man elected to lead parliament Murder trial a 


By Teresa Poole 

in Fying 

LI PENG, the man who im- 
posed martial law on Peking 
during the spring 1989 pro- 
democracy demonstrations, was 
yesterday elected head of Chi- 
na's Parliament, after an em- 
barrassing 11 per cent of 
delegates foiled to support bis 
appointment. His ejection by foe 
rubber-stamp National Party 
Congress (NPQ was no surprise 
-there was only one candidate. 

Although the vote for Li 
Peng, 69, was much less 


favourable than the resounding 
98 per cent in favour of Jiang 
Zemin's re-election as presi- 
dent he may well have been re- 
lieved. In recent years, the NFC 
has become more strident in 
voicing dissatisfaction. Support 
for one vote last year dropped 
as low as 60 per cent If was 
thought the protest vote against 
the hardline Mr Li would be 
higher than it turned out. 

The assembly this week is 
putting in place the government 
that wifi lead China into the 2Jst 
century. Unlike in recent years, 
foreign journalists were not al- 


lowed to watch the voting m the 
Great Hall of the People, but 
were provided with the results 
in a separate room. 

Under the constitution, Mr 
Li had to step down as prime 
minister after completing two 
full terms. He will retain his 
number two ranking in the Chi- 
nese leadership. Zhu Rongji. 69, 
will today be confirmed as Chi- 
na’s new prime minister. 

In a separate election, Hu 
Jintao, 55, was appointed Chi- 
na's vice president This signals 
Mr Hu as the heir apparent to 
Mr Jiang, and designates him - 


for the time being — as the man 
to head the next generation of 
Chinese leaders. Mr Hu made 
bis political name as party sec- 
retary of Tibet, a job in which 
he was seen as a conservative 
rather than a reformer. - 
Analysts are wei ghing op 
how Mr Li’s appointment may 
affect the political development 
of the NPC, which under the out- 
going Qiao Shi, 73, had begun 
to take on aware robust defiface 
of the “ruleof law”.Mr Qiao was 
imceremonkHisfy ousted from 
Ins senior party postioos last au- 
tumn, supposedly because of his * 


age, but in reality because of a 
rift with Mr Jiang. 

Mr li would not normally be 
thought of as the right man to 
further the development of 
China's parliamentary system, 
though he will need to boost the 
NPC if it is to act as a power- 
base for him. But, as a man who 
has built bis career on unques- 
tioning belief in the absolute 
power of die Communist par- 
ty, his vision of bow the NPC ( 
should evolve is unlikely to 
give cause for hope to those who 
want to see political r e form in ! 
China. 


bit of a drag 

One of Greece’s best-known 
folk musicians went on trial ac- 
cused of murdering his daugh- 
ter’s married boyfriend. Aids 
Panou, 64, fired into the face of 
Sotiris Yalamas, 29, in August 
in the village of LefkL Yalamas 
died instantly in front of Panou 
and bis daughter, pregnant with 
Yafamas’s child. Mr Panou said 
his daughter’s relationship with 
a married man shamed the 
family. He was well known for 
foe song “My fife is just one cig- 
arette that I don’t like, but 
drag away at." — AP.Kamla 


~ What would you give to own a Vectis APS zoom 
compact from Minolta? How about £129.99? 


Hard to believe at the price, isn’t it? 

But then, the frilly automatic Vectis 20 is 
frill of surprises. 

Being an Advanced Photo System 
camera, it offers Drop-In Film Loading. So 
you’re ready to shoot at the drop of a hat. 

And Triple Format Selection. Enabling 
you to shoot in any of three photo formats. 

There’s even a Date & Time Imprinting 


feature, which records on foe back of foe print 
foe rime when each picture was taken. 

But perhaps foe biggest buzz of all comes 
from the camera’s sophisticated 2x, 30-60roxn 
zoom lens. 

Automatically controlled for focus and 
exposure across foe entire zoom range, foe 
flexibility foe lens gives you to take great 
pictures is a photographer’s dream. 


And with the. introduction of APS Index 
Prints, showing aQ your shots miniaturised on 
a angle sheet, foe day your film comes back 
from foe developer is especially satisfying. 

In feet, at £129.99, .you simply can’t 
afford to miss out: «--- ' 


Only from the mind of Minolta. 



I 




The Vectis 20 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System Cameras. Minolta (UK> Ltd, Precedent Drive,. Rookslcj, Milton Keynes, MKI 3 8HF~ 
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A very private obsession |j 


Sarah Speir, who has suffered secretly 
from a compulsive disorder, explains 
how she was able to unburden herself 


1 DON'T know what to make 
of things just now. Confusion 
reigns triumphant. Things had 
never really been going well and 
the farewell party for my sister 
seemed to top it all off. 

I’d had a hard time getting 
my hands clean before the par- 
tv- started. I have a problem with 
hygiene in lhaL I wash my hands 
a lot. Most of the lime I'm okay, 
but something triggered me off 
and no amount of ritualised rou- 


tine was going to convince me 
I was sterile. 

My family know about my 
problem and arc really good 
about it, but they were busy 
greeting guests while I hid up- 
stairs waiting for someone to 
come and find me. So it was at- 


tention-seeking. but sometimes 
you need sympathy showered on 
you. My mum did come look- 
ing. but never found me. Real- 
ising it was a lost cause and that 
there were now too many guests 
who didn't know about my wee 
problem, I did a flit and went 
to see Sail, my best friend. 

She breezily asked why I was 
stopping her tidying spree when 
my voice faltered on reply. 
Continuing to wring my hands 
I explained that I couldn't get 
them clean and instinctively 
brought my shoulders in to en- 
compass my quaking stance. I 
hated myself for ciying, but also 
knew that Sally was the best per- 
son to console me. True to 
form she appeared with a Mr 
Men paper towel to dry my eyes. 

We went back to my place, 
and made polite conversation 
with my parents' friends while 
Sally enquired as to my 
boyfriend's whereabouts. He 
was (ate as usual and to be hon- 
est I was glad as I was finding 
the relationship difficult. 

You see. I’d had this hygiene 
problem since I was about 23 
and never thought I would find 
anyone who would understand 
the constraints it made on a re- 
lationship. When I met my 
boyfriend I didn't think he 
would understand either and 
decided not to tell him until ab- 
solutely necessary. The time 
came after a particularly full-on 
petting session when I failed to 
return from the bathroom. 
Amazingly we got through it 
and together we took on the ill- 
ness for what it was. But now I 
was confused over my feelings 
for my boyfriend, feeling that 
perhaps 1 loved him as a friend 
rather than a boyfriend. I was 
also trying to silence a niggling 
thought: Was I slaving with him 
because I believed that there 
couldn't be anyone else who 
would understand my worries? 
Throughout my illness, the fo- 
cus of my worries revolved 
around not wanting to hurt 
anyone. That’s why I washed my 
hands - so I wouldn't pass 
some horrendous unknown dis- 
ease to people. 

When the phone rang I was 
so relieved he was all right. Then 
l asked what was keeping him. 


My relief turned into shocked 
silence as he calmly told me he’d 
met someone and wanted to 
end the relationship. I put down 
the phone and beaded back up- 
stairs to my earlier hideout For 
the second time that day I 
broke into tears, surprising my- 
self at the pain that flowed out 
of these ones. 

Meanwhile, the party ap- 
peared to be in full swing, with 
my mother’s dulcet tones 
slaughtering “California 
Dreaming". Try as I might I 
couldn't hide in there for ever, 
so I headed for the bathroom 
to freshen up. 

Pushing open the door I 
encountered Dave piteously 
hugging the toilet 

“Oh sorry.” 

“Oh, hi, I feel sick,” he de- 
clared in his usual monoto- 


nous tone. 

“How much have you had to 
drink?” 

“Don’t know." 

“Mind iff freshen up?” 

“No, go ahead." 

1 studied my reflection. My 
cheeks were red but my eyes 
were okay. I ran the water. My 
palms welcomed the moisture. 
You would never have guessed 
my hands were only 20 years old 
- they looked at least 60, 
gnarled and wrinkled as if I had 
been a fisherman in a past life. 

Td unconsciously begun the 
routine I follow when washing 
my hands. I find myself doing 
that sometimes, mostly after a 
particularly disturbing dream 
involving some hygiene epic. 
That’s why I'm jokingly referred 
to as Lady Macbeth in my fam- 
ily. I didn’t know how long Dave 
had been watching me for or in 
fact how long it bad been since 
I came in - tonight was all mud- 
dled up. Time meant nothing. 

Turning off the tap, I wiped 
my hands on my jumper. Force 
of habit, altera bad spell on the 
question of the cleanliness of 
towels. I knelt down beside 
Dave and playfully tugged his 
shirt “Hey wet hands, nobody 
ever teach you to use a towel?” 
I sat down, happy to find my 
niche. I’d always felt okay 
around him - there was some- 
thing about bis laid-back atti- 
tude to life that put me at ease. 

The Swinging Sixties floated 
though the open window. 

We’d reached Gerry and 
the Pacemakers when Dave 
retched. 

1 filled a beaker of water for 
him. “At least you got to the toi- 
let,” I said. 

“Sony." 

Then he said: “I remember 
another time. The door was ajar 
and the tap was running. I went 
to turn it off when I heard cry- 
ing. I saw you with soap all over 
your bands and about half way 
up your arms. I went back to the 
hall and waited to see if you 
were all right only you took ages 
and when you did come out you 
were drying your hands on your 
jersey just like you did tonight 



An affliction of the mind: Sarah Speir, who has felt compelled to wash excessively for seven years 


Photograph: GoTm McPherson 


Salty came in and started rub- 
bing your back as if to say “are 
you okay”, all the time rubbing 
the soap off. It was then that I 
realised that Sally knew some- 
thing I didn't and that you 
weren’t happy." 

Z looked down at my feeL 
That was the most I’d ever 
beard Dave say at one time and 
the topic was the worst he 
could have chosen. Both of us 
were dearly embarrassed. We 
could have been love-struck 
teenagers on a first date await- 
ing the next move. 

“I never realised. That was 
two years ago. Why haven't you 
said anything?” 

“Say what? Why do you cry 
when you wash your hands 
then not use a towel? I figured 
you didn't want anyone to 
know, well, apart from Sally." 

My ring was jammed on my 
knuckle now - no amount of 


twisting was helping. I’d onty 
ever told a few people of ray 
problem and there was so much 
to consider when you did let 
them in. Would they treat you 
differently, act embarrassed 
around you or even tell others? 
I couldn't believe he'd seen me 
that night Usually Tm good at 
hiding it It's a recognised fact 
that people with my condition 

- obsessive compulsive disorder 

- are realty good at keeping 
their illness from others. 

A button on my cuff had 
come loose and was straining to 
be free from its threaded leash. 
"They think they're dirty all the 
time," I said. The button flew 
off, landing between us, the 
cheese in the mousetrap. 
“Found out my secret then?” I 
let my fringe hide my eyes. 

For the third time that night, 
I was reduced to tears. Music 
from the party enforced the 


depth of sadness and I wept 
words Td stored onty in the re- 
cess of my twisted mind. 

“Dave, it's just the most 
horrible thing. I hate it you 


Continuing to 
wring my hands, 
I explained 
that I couldn’t 
get them dean 


know. Every day. From the 
moment I get up. Putting my 
undies on, what if I brushed past 
there when I was putting them 
on. 1 must be dirty - wash my 
hands. Dry them. What's that 


on the towel? You’re begging 
yourself to accept that the 
brown patch is just dried blood 
from Brian or dad's razor cut 
bid that fodring stupid bit won’t 
accept it It must be shite. Why 
would that be on the towel - 
well you do dry yourself when 
you get out the bath and the 
shower don’t you? There’s 
always another bloody answer, 
always something to contradict 
your sane halt 

“1 hate it just bate it. I wish, 
you know, it’s just fucked up so 
much for me. I’ve missed my 
teenage years. I’m 20 but I've 
onty experienced life up to 
about 14. It's so hard going out 
as you're sure you're still dirty. 
Tferrified you’re going to start 
some epidemic. 

“Why couldn’t I have some-' 
thing medicine could aid, per- 
haps even cure? Nobody's got 
a frigging chie what's going on 


in my head. Least of all me. 

“Do you know what -'the 
worst thing Is? All Tve ever 
wanted fa children. The ma- 
ternal part of me is crying out 
to be released. But how is that 
going to happen, Dave, when 
any kind of genital secretion 
sends me to the shower for 
hours?? My despair was over- 
whelming. 

Dave shuffled over to me. 
An arm was tentatively placed 
around my shoulder; a cautious 
hand gently tugged my head 
into his chest. Fbr someone who 
had hated contact of any kind, 
even from family, he knew he 
was needed. His flannel shirt 
soaked up my tears and we sat 
there together, weary sooblfa- 
tening to Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney drifting from below. 


fighting 
the fear 


In As Good As ft Gets, which 
opened in Britain last week, 
jack Nicholson portrays a man 
obsessed with cteanfiness who 


cause of the germs they may 
be carrying. When the marie 
reaches Glasgow* Sarah Speir 
wHI be in the audience, partly 
because she is a film buff, and 
partly because she knows 
what an obsession with hygjene 
feeb like from the inside. 

Since she was 13 she has 
had a fear of dire and germs 
which has driven her to wash 
her hands dozens, sometimes 
hundreds, of times a day. 

Her parents first became 
aware of her compulsion when 
she stopped going out with her 
friends. After much coaxing, 
she explained that going into 
town meant shopping which 
meant handing over cash. 
Cash was “dirty'' and she 
feared that she would spread 
germs and cause infections for 
which she would be to blame. 

The strain on the family has 
been enormous. Sarah speaks 
warmly of her parents’ support 
and they pay tribute to her 
brewery, but both acknowledge 
that her condition has domi- 
nated family life. “When she 
is down we are all down,” her 
father says. 

Sarah efid weA at school and 
got a place at university to 
study speech therapy, but she 
dropped out after 18 months, 
unable to take the strain. She 
Is now working as a legal sec- 
retary in Edinburgh and hopes 
to go back to university. 

Nobody knows how many 
sufferers there are from ob- 
sessive compulsive disorder 
because many keep their con- 
dition hidden. Estimates vary 
from one ini 100 t» one in 
1,000. ha cause is nbt un- 
derstood, although there is 
thought to be a strong genet- 
ic factor, but 1c is one of the 
most readily treatable condi- 
tions with behaviour therapy. 

Sarah, who has been on 
anti-depressants for most of 
her adolescence, has been re- 
ceiving therapy for the past four 
months, after years in which 
die refased hdpl It Involves ex- 
ercises in aversion therapy - 
being required to go out to the 
shops without washing her 
harafc - tasks she finds very dif- 
ficult but which, over time, 
should break down her com- 
pulsion- “1 have minor upsets 
every now and then. But I am 
getting better," she says. 


Jeremy Laurance 


The names of the writer's friends 
have been changed. 


Be brave, and put doctors to the test 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


“THE TROUBLE with you is 
that you’re not one of us any 
more - you're one of them.” 
As criticism goes. I’ve had 
worse. “Smug self-satisfied 
medical tosstr" (Anon. Edin- 
burgh Festival Times) and 
“unimpressive biceps... makes 
you yearn to administer a lethal 
injection" (Cristina Odone, 
Daily Telegraph) are my 
favourites. But when it comes 
from someone you respect rt 
does tend to tut home. The crit- 
ic in question fa a GP who was 


commenting on a Trust Me, 
I’m a Doctor feature exposing 
the feet that amniocentesis - the 
withdrawal through a needle of 
fluid surrounding an embryo for 
screening tests - is still being 
done in some centres in the UK 
without continuous ultrasound 
guidance. Without ultrasound 
you can never be sure where the 
needle will end up and it 
doesn't take a genius to figure 
out what might happen if it hits 
the placenta or baby. 

“I’m not saying It doesn’t 
happen," said Dr X (who wish- 
es to remain that way) “but I’m 
just not sure whether any good 
will come of exposing it. You 
know as well as I do that the 
NHS fa run on a shoestring bud- 
get and a consequence of that 
is the very patchy quality of the 
service. Whatever operation 
or procedure you care to name, 
some places do it well and 
some places do it badly. It’s al- 
ways been that way and it'll re- 
main so without a substantial 
input of resources into medical 
training and manpower. The 
onty thing that's changed fa that 
programmes like yours are 
making the public think that in- 
stead of being thankful for 
whatorer the NHS gives them. 


they have a right to expect 
that whoever they see is up to 
date and competent It’s a nice 
sentiment but a million miles 
away from reality. So aU you're 
doing is increasing public ex- 
pectation beyond what the ser- 
vice can deliver and making it 
even tougher for doctors.” 

I was about to launch imo 
a vigorous defence when 1 spot- 
ted another old colleague. Well 
not that old actually - she’d 
been an obstetric registrar 
when l was a senior house of- 
ficer - but she's finally become 
a consultant and she looked 
bloody ancient. She was and still 

is a brilliant obstetrician, so why 
was she finding it so tough? 
“Litigation. 2Ve got an in-tray 
this big with complaints going 
back JOyeais. The sad thing is 
that I know that in nearly every 
case nothing negligent hap- 
pened- On one occasion, a ju- 
nior doctor made a mistake but 
even then she was doing her 
best given the conditions and I 
don't think it affected the out- 
come. But people expect you to 
get it right first time, every time 
and they think medical science 
has miraculous solutions to 
everything. I love the work but 
if anything drives me away 


from it, it'll be the lawyers.” 

I spent a day or so feeling 
sony for obstetricians until 
Sacha Baveystock, the series 
producer on Trust Me, told me 
of a phone call she’d received 
from a woman who'd had a 
“blind" amniocentesis done in 
Manchester. The obstetrician 
didn’t even speak to her, stuck 
the needle in three times with- 
out ultrasound guidance, drew 
blood on each occasion, gave up 
and walked out. Not onty does 
it risk causing miscarriage, but 
the baity may survive with brain 
damage. Oxford pathologist 
Wainey Squire has studied the 
brains of a number of (now de- 
ceased) children with severe 
brain injury at birth who’d had 
amniocentesis and can date 
the time of the injuiy to the time 
of the procedure. In addition, 
the babies had puncture marks 
in their skulls. The tragedy is 
that continuous ultrasound 
guidance has been available for 
10 years and when used prop- 
erty, the chances of hitting the 
batty during amniocentesis are 
very much reduced. The Roy- 
al College of Obstetricians in- 
sists continuous monitoring 
must be used but some obste- 
tricians either don’t bother or 


haven't been trained. Time to 
stop feeling sorry for doctors. 

I have mixed emotions and 
divided loyalties about medkane 
every time we film Trust Me. 
Doctors are under enough 
pressure without the glare of 
the media but the General 
Medical Council and Royal 
Colleges alone just don’t seem 
to have the teeth to sort out the 
problems of incompetence. Fbr 
all the patchy quality proce- 
dures we've exposed (breast 
cancer surgery, deft lip ahd 
palate repair, hip replacmnads 
and now amnio) the doctors 
who are doing UweC always give 

patients the same advice. Ask 
the person who’s doing it how 
often they do it, whet h er they’re 
following established guide? 

lines and what results they get 

It's a sad reflection on the 
state of medical training if pa- 
tients have to check that their 
doctor is doiDg the job p roperty , 
and I’ve neveryet met apatient 
who’s had thebalfe to do it But 
most doctors are competent 
and should not be threatened 
by the request, and it's oinentty 
your best chance of avoiding a 
bodger. As a surgeon once said 
to me “blind trust in anyone is 
a risky business.” 
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weather polyester paint, guaranteed by 
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The history of Henry VIII and his 
heirs, like that of the Windsors, was 
a soap opera with the quality of • > 
Greek myth. And we can't get 
enough of it. By Jack O’Sullivan 


>. r »V> U® 1 ’ 


YOU might think that the idea 
of chaps in doublet and hose,* 
stiff ruff necks and big floppy 
head gear finally sank with the 
Spanish Armada. But wbo 
knows these days? The Tudors 
are suddenly hip and the fash- 
ion folk are on the case. Vivi- 
enne Westwood has taken to 
dressing up as Elizabeth Z and 
Isabella Blow, self-styled muse 
of the Cool Britannia designers, 
is urging her prot£g6s, Philip 
Treacy and Alexander Mc- 
Queen, to think half-timbered. 

Meanwhile, in political cir- 
cles, the talk is oh so Hidor, of 
Britain as once again a bucca- 
neering, enterprising state, un- 
' T =2 p encumbered by empire, a 
- T r; ’“ country of Francis Drakes, ana- 

tion casting aside stuffy old ways 
m favour of storming off con- 
fidently into modernity. 

And, of course, the royal 
parallels are dear enough- The 
dile mmas of Prince Charles 
and Camilla Parker Bowies 
would have been weD under- 
stood in Henry VIITs day,- 
when a king had occasionally to 
dump a wife or two. The. House 
of Tbdor. like the Windsors, 

. ,v~r “provided an extraordinaiysup- 
■ : ply of famity dramas, soap op- 

eras which had the quality of 
... . : _ r . Greek myth". 

The speaker is. David 
Starkey, LSE historian, whose 
three-part Channel 4 series cm 
the life of Hemy began an 
Sunday. In making his docu- 
mentary, Dr Starkey apparent- 
ly has a problem. There is not 
much visual material, apart 
from a few Holbeins, to work 
from. But that does not both- 
er him. Each time some fre&b 
twist in the TUdor drama un- 
folds, he need only zoom in on 
the present royal family or to- 
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day’s pofifitians to fmdTan 3- 
histration-ofhistcny repeating 
itself. “What has h a ppened in 
recent years » .exactly the 
same," says Staring “except 
that Diana and Sax^.&il^not 
have their 
He is not 
rinated by the Tutors include 
the makers of a forthcoming 
film focusing on the love fife of 
Elizabeth I which has sparked 
a debate on whether she was in 
fact a virgin; Maria Feny,.tbe 
actress and Tiisthrian, who has 
published a book on the tn- 
muitnous fives of Henry’s sisters 
(one married thzice after two di- 
vorces) and Peter Ackroyd, 
whose new work explores the 
rise and fall of Henry’s right- 
hand man, Thomas More. 
Lord hvme behaves with foe ar- 
rogance and extravagance that 
led to the demise qf Henry’s 
Lord . Chancellor, Thomas 
Walsey. And, ofcCmse, a Scene 
from EhzabethVqfoirt^mfthe 
style of Bhdc.4dder 3 (dut^udy 
befog repeated) ishe^^csed 
. in an advert far^bola Hoops. 

it is tempfo^o pcMBf oaf, 
in the filbe ri^aH 
foal the 

cjnated-TJ wasrafser afi,iome- 
foingofagrfdeaiagewfiidrsasf 
the flowering of foe 
guage. Charles Larightdfr es- 
tablished Iris^ career; on the 
strength of hjfrQscm-wntomg - 
perf»marK»fotfael934nMvie, 
The Private Life of Hemy VM. 
Glenda Jackson may end up as 
Mayor of London on the basis 
of her stem performance as 
Elizabeth in the Seventies BBC 
dramatisation of hex reign. 

Starkey acknowledges that 
the era has bad near universal 
appeal. “Henry vm," be says, 
“has genuinely mythic status. 



The subjects 
still object to 
Queen Camilla 


- Dhah ettan extravaganza: Vivienne Westwood In ‘Five Centuries ago’ dress 


Phonograph: Gian Paolo Barbieri 


He has became foe English 
Bluebeard. The best stories 
about the Thdors cafl for and 
stand endless repetition." 

Bu£>the period- seems, to-, 
have a particular resonance 
today.^T^itfy it is because il was 
an age of great portraiture and 
pageantry, when, like today, so 
much attention was paid to vi- 
sual image," says Maria Peny. 
She recalls a lavish event in 
1520, known as the Field of the 
Cloth of Gobi, when fountains 
flowed with claret hi a massive . 
display of wealth designed to 
impress Francis 1 of France 
when he met Hemy VIII to talk 
peace. It was the type of event, 
branding England as rich and 
powerful of which Peter Man- 
ddson would have been proud. 


Starkey also sees the TUdor 
period as offering vital insights 
into what post-imperial Britain 
should aspire to. “We are now," 
he says, “in exactly the same po- 
sition as in Henry’s day. 'We are 
top of the European second di- 
vision. Then Henry created the 
Eurosceptic nation by cutting 
England off from the European 
Catholic church and creating 
the Church of England. He es- 
tablished a sense that foe na- 
tion was God's vehide on eazth. 
And the Elizabethan period be- 
came a time of great explo- 
ration throughout the world. 

“Blair threatens to destroy 
the changes Henry made in re- 
turn for a future in Europe that 
nobody understands. He is go- 
ing a gains t foe grain of 500 


years." 

There is, in short, an intel- 
lectual battle going over the Tb- 
dor legacy, with Blair’s people 
claiming to be the true believ- 
ers. Mark Leonard, whose work 
for Demos on rebranding 
Britain has been a key influence 
on the Government, argues 
that the Tudor period demon- 
strated qualities of nationhood 
which the present government 
is now pursuing. 

“There was an openness to 
the world. In those days for- 
eigners regarded this country as 
one of expressive, emotional 
people, not of stiff upper lipped 
types. We started to rediscov- 
er this character after Diana's 
death and over Louise Wood- 
ward. Fashion was over foe 


top and in your lace, quite res- 
onant of British fashion today. 
It was, like now, a very creative 
period- theTudois created the 
Church of England, the Navy, 
the monarchy as we came to 
know it and what came to be re- 
garded as classical British in- 
stitutions.” 

Leonard, author of Britain 
-Renewing Our Identity, rejects 
Starkey’s image of Henry as 
founder of the Eurosceptics. 
“His marriages were designed 
to create alliances with Euro- 
pean countries. He led an in- 
ternational lifestyle. The heroes 
of foe period such as Shake- 
speare were internationally 
minded. And Henry could 
speak several languages. He was 
a quintessential European." 


TIME to cast our minds back 
to last July. Photographers out- 
side Highgrove. the private res* 
idence of Prince Charles and 
the venue for a party celebrat- 
ing the 50th birthday of Camil- 
la Parker Bowles, are surprised 
to find special facilities have 
been laid on There’s to be none 
of the usual scrummaging. “If 
you want to see the main shot, 
boys, just stay here," the help- 
ful police inspector tells them. 
It was almost unheard of. 

They are more surprises 
when the main shot approach- 
es, in the form of a Ford Mon- 
deo carrying Mrs Parker 
Bowles, in a figure-hugging 
gown The car slows down to 
make sure foe snappers get a 
good long look. Around her 
neck is a diamond and pearl 
necklace and on her lips is the 
smile of a woman who senses 
her time may finally have come. 

How long ago it all seems 
now. At the time, speculation 
on the subject of a possihk: mar- 
riage between Charles and 
C amill a was rife. Newspaper 
polls suggested that public 
opinion was thawing towards a 
woman who for some time had 
played foe wicked witch oppo- 
site Princess Diana’s good fairy 

Later in foe summer, the 
pair were due to go on holiday 
together; then in September 
would come their first public 
outing. This was to be at a £100- 
a-head charily bash on behalf 
of foe National Osteoporosis 
Society organised by Mrs Park- 
er Bowles. Her mother died of 
the disease and she is the soci- 
ety’s patron. Not exactly com- 
petition for the Queen of 
Hearts, perhaps, but undoubt- 
edly another significant step on 
the road to acceptance. 

It wasn't to be, of course. In 
a screech of tyres in a Paris un- 
derpass, Camilla was once more 
consigned to the shadows. 

But in recent weeks, Mrs 
Parker Bowles bos found her- 
self backin the headlines. Ear- 
lier this month, it was revealed 
that she has been staying at St 
James’s Palace, Charles’s Lon- 
don residence. Now comes foe 
revelation that she had been 
Charles's guest at a weekend 
party at Sandringham. Ac- 
cording to one source, foe cou- 
ple will soon be seen together 
in public probably at a charity 
function. But she wfl] not bast 
any public events on behalf of 
the National Osteoporosis So- 
ciety as previously planned. 

The most significant date in 
the resumed rehabilitation of 
Mrs Parker Bowles will be 14 
November, Charles’s 50lh 
birthday, when it is likely that 


a party will be held at Windsor 
Castle. Undoubtedly Charles 
would wish to have Camilla on 
bis arm, and he will also want 
his two sons in attendance. 
William and Harry have not met 
Camilla since they wen: small. 

So far, all seems to be go- 
ing well. There was no out- 
pouring of moral outrage at 
the flews that Camilla bad 
been staying at Si James’s 
Palace and newspaper pulls 
show that up to SO per cent of 
foe public feel Charles should 
be “forgiven" for his treatment 
of Diana. So who should take 
the praise for this public rela- 
tions success? 

Step forward. Peter Man- 
delson. The fact that he was 
among the 25 VIP guests at San- 
dringham was hardly a surprise. 



Battle royal: Camilla 
Parker Bowles and 
the Prince of Wales 



Mr Mandelson has subsequently 
become dose to the couple and 
has lunched with them at High- 
grove. Mr Mandelson has also 
played a major role influencing 
the discussions by the Wav 
Ahead group - the Royal Fam- 
ily’s own think tank - about rev- 
olutionising the monarchy. 

Whether this will also in- 
dude foe idea of Camilla as 
Queen Consort is open to de- 
bate. The Church has already 
been softened up regarding a 
possible marriage. The British 
people are the problem. It may 
be a long time before foe thou- 
sands wbo mourned Princess 
Diana are prepared to accept 
a replacement. 

Tim Hulse 



‘I walked on the dancefloor and I was treated like the messiah’ 


REVELATIONS: PETE TONG 




The time: February 1998 _ 

The place: Derby 

The man: Pete Tong - P) 

■TVE ONLY just been coming 
to terms with the feet that Tm 
fam ous. Even though I’ve been 
on the radio all my adult life. I 
started at Radio I as a jour- 
nalist/guest DJ in 1979 so I’ve 
transcended generations of 
dubbers. Up till recently, being 
on the radio might have made 
you notorious, but never fa- 
mous. The DJ as a superstar has 

. » been very strarge for me, l have 

yf\o pinch myself. All I do is walk 
into a dub and people go wild. 
I think: ‘it’s only me, all I’ve gpt 
tsabox of records!’ 

The intensity of foe cult of 


personality really hit me’ last 
month at a dub in Derby; pe$- - 
pie outside London and . the 
South-east area Kale lessen*. 
icaL Although Td worked at-* 
Progress in Derby in the past, 
I don’t go out on the road very 
much - especially now. that 1 
have a family. So getting me 
back to places isveiy difficult, 
but this year Tve returned to 
people who earlier in mycareer. 
supported me big tim££ • v 
When I was finally i 
Radio i show, back i 
was the only dance DJ. 
er jocks were still just 
foe monty mid being 
into the chicken and chips 
on Wednesday nights - 
firuno BrookeseS aijd 




Powells clears gone by. Al- 
though! wgs really well known, 
credible and, played at all the 

right pflao& in foe Southeast 
everywhere else, being aRadio 
1 DJ, Iwas^ot the coolest per- 
son. So rd'i&pned Derby and 
actually begged for a gig. 


■ I hadn’t seen the owner of 
Progress for seven years. He got 
me to meet him in the town 
centre because the dub had 
moved to a pedestrian walkway 
and he needed to guide me in. 
He was amazed by the re- 
sponse: Tve never seen crowds 


like it Last time you played for 
me, you couldn’t even mix. I 
don’t believe it Tve turned 
2,000 people away tonight It’s 
gonna dear me out because 
you’re charging a fortune, but 
I don’t mind Just tell me what 
you ve done.’ The truth was that 
I don’t know! 

I entered through the back 
door of his dub, word went 
through like wildfire, there was 
an incredible buzz: I walked on 
the dance floor and I was treat- 
ed like foe messiah! Pm not a 
pop star and I don’t want to be 
one but that’s all I can liken it 
to. The crowd parted and they 
wanted to stroke me, shake my 
hand, kiss me- and it was just 
as modi the boys as foe girls. 
It was stupid and over the top 
bnl they were beautiful people 
and I was really pleased. Even 


before I played my first record 
there was a massive cheer and 
everybody ran to the front. 

It’s a funny job - all I'm do- 
ing is pitying somebody eise’s 
records! The adulation is quite 
uncomfortable, although I’m 
proud of ray ability lo entertain, 
I feel 1 should be doing more 
- like juggling. 

Also in the last six months, 
because my mix albums have 
been phenomenally success- 
fully. selling 700,000 copies, 
which is more than anything 
else in my genre has ever sold, 
rve been asking what I should 
do with myself. All these doors 
are being opened that I haven’t 
gone knocking on. Perhaps it’s 
a flaw in my character that Tm 
not more ambitious to do big- 
ger and better things. 

Tm both excited and scared. 


Half of me thinks this a young 
person's business and Tm an old 
bastard, 37, much older foan the 
average age of my dub-going 
audience, who are somewhere 
between 18 and 25. f always 
wanted to go out at the lop and 
do something sensible instead. 
Maybe I should grow up. Yet the 
other side says nobody has ever 
got old being a club DJ before 
- there’s no red card yet and Tm 
not being ordered off stage. At 
foe moment it's too exciting and 
personally challenging to quiL 
I'm the equivalent of Alan 
Shearer in the DJ worid - so the 
money is good too! 

My show has grown im- 
mensely in popularity, without 
sounding too conceited, it has 
attracted some cultural signif- 
icance for young people because 
so many live for the weekend. 


With the new era of Birtism Tve 
been selling the BBC pro- 
grammes, so Tm behind getting 
a lot of my so-called competi- 
tors, like Judge Jules and Tun 
Westwood, on to Radio 1. 

I’ve gone from underground 
to massively overground and 
now attend John Bin's cocktail 
parties. I'm quite interested in 
television next, with foe ex- 
pansion of digital, cable and 
satellite, there are lots of op- 
portunities. Nobody with my 
knowledge has been given foe 
challenge of putting chib culture 
on lo foe box. Nothing has 
worked before because it’s al- 
ways been done by TV people 
who know nothing about club- 
bing. 

Pete Tong is on Radio 1 - Friday 
nights between 6pm and 9pm. 
Interview by Andrew G Marshal! 


The on 



REAL alternative to BT 


Primus has become one of the leading telecommunications companies in the world by offering its 
customers extremely competitive < r rates backed with the highest level of service. 

Now Globe-Talk brings the quality and value of Primus into your home by offering you: C; 


Call free on 


mM 


% 


vtfi- 


NO change to your 
phone or number 


monthly charges 


0800 036 0001 


. A 


USA 9p Save 63 ' * against BT 
Australia 2 Ip Save 57% against BT 


cc ::: 1 India 60p Save 50% against BT 

Germany 2 T p Save 25% against BT 


THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE 


' .. r . *• . ■ 


•Frw crib itWww »nd 1 


'.ocji . - . . *r. - -- — 






I 







THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY J7 MARCH J99S 
18 


18/VISUAL ARTS 



Evolution: Henri Gaudier-Brzeska’s Torso I, 1913, Henry Moore’s Woman with Upraised Arms, 1924-25, Barbara Hepw or dft Torso, 1928 and Frank Dobson’s Torso, 1933 




What goes round comes round, says Tom Lubbock. And in sculpture, what was 
first put forward in jest soon became the sensual language of the modernists 


from the heart 
of the stones 
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2 for i ticket offer 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday are giving readers the 
opportunity to enjoy the Jongleurs experience. We have arranged for a special 
2 for I deal whereby readers will be entitled to one free ticket for each ticket 
purchased. The free ticket is to the same value as the bought ticket and for 
the same show. Also included will be free membership to Jongleurs Comedy 
Clubs, worth £5. 

Jongleurs currently has four comedy dubs and a further four will be opening 
soon. The 2 for I comedy card will be valid at all venues and can be used as 
many times as you like. 
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I Battersea - 49 Lavender Gardens, Battersea, London, SWJJ JDj 0 Camden - Middle Yard, 
Camden Lock, Chalk Farm Road, London, NWI BAB 0 Bow - Bow Wharf; 221 Grove Road, 
London, E3 1 AA 0 Leicester - 30/32 Granby Street, Leicester, LEI IPE 

Opening in Spring/Sumiiier_K998 . 

I Oxford - 3/5 Hythe Bridge Street 0 Watford - 76 The Parade 0 Southampton - 2/4 High 1 
Street 0 Nottingham - Castie Wharf, Canal Street 
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MODERN art repeats itself, 
the first time as a joke, the sec- 
ond time in deadly earnest or 
it often seems that way. So 
maty si gnificant Awelft prag i ts 
begin in Incredulous humour, 
with someone saying: and m 
tell you die next thing they’ll 
do, these artists, if they go on 
like this, they'll _ Then, later, 
the preposterous fantasy 
comes tru& 

Abstraction and action- 
painting were both anticipat- 
ed (by cartoonists and others) 
years before the real things ar- 
rived. And in 1931, four 
decades ahead of Richard 
Long, the sculptor Jacob 
Epstein, said: “There is so 
much talk now of material that 
I can foresee, as a logical con- 
clusion, an exhibition of 
stones." . 

But the talk that Epstein 
was reacting to, he’d been in- 
volved with himself. “Thith to 
materials” was a big slogan of 
English modernist sculpture - 
meaning, if a sculpture is. 
made of stone, it should re- 
spect this fact and not at- 
tempt to simulate flesh. 
“Direct carving” was another 
sculptors should be physical- 
ly involved with their materi- 
al, and not (as Rodin had 
done) make models in day and 
get craftsmen to remake them 
in marble. It was a movement 
that emphasised its hands-on 
honesty, and Epsteinwasonc 
of its pioneeis. He had himself 
affirmed sculpture’s identity 
with its natural materials, 
dedaring: “I want to carve 
mo untains. 

Carving Mountains is the 
name of the exhibition now 
showing at Kettle’s Yard in 
Cambridge, devoted to Elfish 
stone sculpture from 1907- 
37. Itfadudes work from the 
first generation of carvers, 
Epstein, Gaudier-Bizeda and 
Eric Gill, and from the second, 
Henry Moore, Barbara Hep- 
worth and her two husbands, 
John Ske&ping and Ben 
Nicholson. 

. The sculptures here aren't 
themselves mountainous. 
They're small works, some of 
them tiny. But the survey is 
very well chosen, and conveys 
the sheer adventure of getting 
the chisel out and getting 
stuck in - taking as one’s ex- 
ample the classical erasiS-. 

tibawidijtestrami^ 
heaving musdes, but more 
primitive , and archaic arte- 
facts; sdf-crotaincd and sfet- 
ic figures whose elemental 
. shapes dSfa’t disguise' the 
blocks of ?fone they weredut- 
froth- ~ - - ‘ ■V.-~- = - 

A certain purity was-the 
hallmark of this work, and the 
propaganda encourages us to 
see if as a back-to-basics and 
xatherhi^Miunded enterprise. 
But looking at Epstem’S ir- 
.male Figure in flenhe or 
Candler's The Imp, we should 
recognise too wtar curious 
creations fatty often are -as 
indeed they appeared to con- . 
temporaries .(aadjfot only 
those who fariugfit them 


hideous). Carving stones so 
that they k»k like stones bring 
its own particular psycholog- 
ical bias. * 

The sculptors don’t aban- 
don the hninan body, but the 
bodies they carve tend to be 
stout and sturdy, or to coalesce 
into compact, streamlined, al- 
most shrink-wrapped forms. 
Surface detail is simplified. 
There are no extruding limbs. 
These are ideal bodies, and the 
ideal they pursue, foe things 
they reaDy want to be, is a 
beautiful lump— not just back 
to basics, but back to the em- 
bryo, back to the egg. ThcFe- 
male Figure is a paradoxical 
creature. Its befly is pregnant, 
but its head is dearly foetaL 
The Imp , meanwhile,.is part 
baby, part phallus. 

Purisnr coexists here with 


should be -tjot being able to teH 
the difference between things 
is the idea. 

It wasn’t all primal stuff. 
What’s interesting about the 
work of Dobson, for instance, 
is howhecan use these devices 
to do something more so- 
cialised and urban. His female 
Torso (armless, headless and 
stopping above the knee) is his 
masterpiece, I think, and it's an 
extraordinary fo rmal construc- 
tion, foil of surprises at every 
Uira. As you move around it, the 
body continually swells and 
tautens in ways you least expect. 
At foe same time, its like a shop 
window mannequin, witii a slim 
“Sapper” bust, breaking into a 
pair of mighty thighs. 

But Epstein’s joke-predic- 
tion of “an edtibftkxiof stones" 
was already coming half-true 


They ask to fingers and palms run all 
over them. It would be crude to call 
them sex-toys, but their touchy-feely 
incitements are very strong 


eroticism, and of a very prac- 
tical kind, fa terms of foe op- 
position of “carving-good, 
modelling bad" the works 
swing both ways. As forms, 
they're tense; solid and resis- 
tant. But as surfaces, the sen- 
sation they project is of a 
hand holding, .smoothing, 
rounding, monldn^ them. 
They ask to be handled, to 
have fingers and palms run all 
over them (of course that isn’t 
allowed). It -would be a bit 
crude to call them sex-toys, bat 
their- ^toudty-feetyiadtemeots 
are very strong. 

This is reflected in the sub- 
ject matter. Fbrinal compact- 
ness favours certain kinds of 
behaviour - principally hug- 
ging, clustering, coupling and ■ 
bonding. In a group piece like 
Frank Dobson's The Man- 
Child (authentic ethnic title!), 
figures and fimbs are hardly 
separatefiom each other, just 
emerging from unity ormerg— 
mg into fa In fact, the main 
drama of these works is the 
'pull of m dividual bodies' 
agjainst the mothering pressure 
of an embrating form And 
though figures sometimes 
wrestfa.br datable (at least 
they (Join Epje GSTs wcric),the 
most qonmje& and tire most . 
naturalsubfect here is moth- 
ering iiseff, tbe primal union 
.of mother mid baby. 

Breast fixation is often a lit- 
eral description. In Gaucher's 
Cantos, and later in Moore’s 
Suctdmg Infant, mothers mid 
children -are indissolubly 
joined. One block of stone, ana 
organism. The Moore takesa 
fhBy infantile point of view, re- 
ducing foie mother simply to a 
pair of breasts. And both im- 
ages are at festvety hard to 
wbric“ Out, Which is just as it 


when be made it, in the work 
of Moore and Hepworth. It 
wasn't the mountain that was 
tbe model, but foe pebble ou 
the beach. Hepwbrth's Mother 
and Ould of lSU4showshovr far 
this can go. A small stone 
lodges in the lap of a larger one, 
bofa barety humanoid. There’s 
something peculiar about carv- 
ing stones so that they perfect- 
ly assume tbe smooth 
knobbliness of a sea-washed 
pebble — making . something 
look as though it’s actually 
been found. You do almost be- 
lieve that this pair of mother 


and baby stones had just been 
- spotted, picked up and playfully 
put together. 

And that's something the 
work wants you to feeL It pays 
tribute to the natural world, and 
foe excellent shapes it turns up. 
It declares that art is best when 
it simulates nature, because 
nature really is more artistic 
. than art - it just needs a kind 
of invisible helping band, some- 
times, to bring it out Moore 
and Slreaping take this even fur- 
ther, in little carvings that seem 
to hope to pass virtually incog- 
nito among their natural 
brothers and sisters on the 
shore. 

Strange to say, but this 
school of sculpture, remote 
though it appears from Dadaist 
outrages, was its own way an 
anti-art movement For what 
could art make that nature 
couldn’t make better? What 
could be more true to materi- 
als that the materials unmodi- 
fied? 

And the move into geomet- 
rical abstraction in the later 
Thirties looks like a last minute 
gesture of recuperation, be- 
fore the artists bad smply to re- 
sign their chisels and polishers 
in favour of uninterrupted 
beach-combing. Spheres, cylin- 
ders, right angles: here were 
forms that water and weather 
couldn’t do. As a poet sai± *T 
think that I shall never see/a 
poem lovely as a free, "but you 
don’t want to put yourself out 
of business completely. It was 
left to a later generation, 
Richard Long and other raw na- 
ture workers, to realise that that 
could be good artistic busi- 
ness, too. 

Carving Mountains , Kettle's 
Yard, Cambridge until aprii 26. 
Admission free. Then at De la 
Warr JPavilion, Bexhill-on-Sea. 
May 2 to June 28. 
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TO MI LLIO NS of parents all 
over the world, Benjamin Spock 
was the great baby-gum; the 
man who wrote The Common 
Sense Book of Baby and Quid 
Care. *B> millions of Ameri- 
cans, he was the peacenik of the 

Sixties; tbe man who incited de- 
cent American youth to burn 
draft cards rather tfem fight in 
Vietnam and almost went to 
gaoIfuriL.'R) nriffions of w nmm 
he was an" enemy, advocating 
Gbexatkmiqr children at Lhe ex- 
pense of their mothers; and for 
a period he was a dangerous 
radical, butt cS men like Spiro 
Agnftw who called an hippies 
“the work of Spock", and May- 
or Daley who Warned the ills of 
Chicago on his “corrupting 
influence”. 

So what was Benjamin 
Spock? If we separate Spcxi the 

man, Spock the paediatrician 

and Spock the pofitkfan, we lose 
right of a whole that ^as infi- 
nitely greater than the sum of 
those parts. 

His lifetime spanned every 
decade of this century. Born in 
. 1903, the young Ben had a 
strict and mildly eccentric 
“bluestocking" mother and a 
stem, distant father who was fnO 
of rectitude and empty of joy. 
Shy, lanky and much-teased, 
Spock grew up God- andfether - 
f earing and full of inner un- 
certainties. His family fitted 
into a neighbourhood and so- 
ciety crisscrossed with rigid bar- 
riers of race, sex and religion; 
wealth, status and generation. 
The same barriers that kept 
-r.. everyone in an ascribed place 
also ensured a place for each, 
producing what Spock once 
described as “a paradox of au- 
thoritarian security”. Sixty years 
later he could still remember his 
amazement when his 6ft 4in 
frame gave him success as a 
A Yale oarsman and took him to 
”the 1924 Olympics and the 
> beginnings of self-esteem. 

It was a summer job in a 
camp for handicapped children 
'.•V that turned SpocSc towards med- 

■ •„ icine and it was his own cbUd- 

-~r hood experiences combined 
with theks that ensured that the 
; v.: conventional symptom-based 

v y - medicine of tbe time would not 

satisfy him; While America 
laboured through the Depres- 
i sion, Ben Spock laboured.: 

-■-■a — 


through medical school, mar - 
ried, read Ruud, added pty^- 
ehiatiy to' specialisation in 
paediatrics — an unheard-of 
combination— and underwent 
a personal psychoanalysis. 

By the time Dr Spcxk set up 

his Manhupn p^ HItrilrp y^ 

rice in the Thirties, be de- 
adedthmduldien were people 
and detennmed to treat them 
as such. Parents were astound- 
ed to find the doctOTm a lounge 
suit instead of an a far ping w hite 
coat and his waiting room full 
of toys. Theywere even more 
taken abackwhen he inristedoo 
talking to: their dnkfrea about 
feelings, as well as to t h e m 
about those rf»lrt n-w T s hnw4c 

Tbe Spock of thcRxfiieswas 

no peacenik; icrie^ ihe Etipk 
that was to r h tmg** ev er yt hin g 
for parents and children wasde- 
by^faylmstimasanavAIpey- 
chafrist (“1 believed in itowar; 
you see”). He was not a chau- 
vinist ora racficalejffjer. He was 
a children's doctor. He as- 
sumed the continuation of the • 
secure moral values of the past, 
butbelievnd thata society shak- 
en up Ity war coukl reform itsdf 
without tfys nrrfe rJmg qntfiOri- 
tarianban which had distorted 
his own childhood development 
and which he believed to bean 
nnnecessaiybmden oar family - 
life for everyone. . 

He wahtedlo oust the com- 




so 


that. parents could : 
children: “Your baby isn't a 
schemer. [He] is a reasonable, 
friendly human hemg. If yon 
treat him mcefy.he won’t take 
advantage of yon." And he 
wanted to offer parents who 
now found themselves isolated 
from traditional family support 
systems a new security ofbehef 
in themselves: “You know more 
than you thinkyou do.” the bock 
began. 

The Common Sense Book of 
Baby and Childcare was pub- 
lished in 1946 and sold three 
quarters of a milli on copies in 
the first year - an amazing 
number for that time and top- , 
ic. Spodr npw divided his rime 
between chSddeveJc^OTent re- 
search and parent eduction, 
while his message spread 
through his’ country and 
tbroughtimwodd. Tbe way we 
drink about and rear children . 



Spodc ‘Your baby is a reasonable, friendly human being* 


has never been the same again 
nor ever will be. So all- 
pervasive did his work become 
that even those who have nev- 
er read one of the SO millio n 
copies of the book have been in- 
directly influenced by what 
started inside its covers and be- 
came an integral part of 
Western culture. 

. So why did Benjamin Spock 
not- stay with the baby-guru 
role and keep away from poli- 
tics? As always, with him, the 
mnplft answer was “children’s 
weH-bemg”- 

Duriag the Fifties Spock 
rite children’s doctor, saw a 


rapid increase in childhood 
leukaemias and a rise in Stron- 
tium 90 in bones. Spock the man 
spoke up against the nuclear 
testing that was causing this 
tragic trend and Spock the 
politician was bom of the dis- 
covery that a man who might 
cany “the mother’s vote” was 
very, very welcome in Wash- 
ington. “Dr Spodc is for my hus- 
band and I am for Dr Spock,” 
lisped Jacqueline Kennedy 
during the 1960 presidential 
campaign. . , 

. But Kennedy managed to 
control neither zrudear testing 
nor the Vietnam war and by 


Photograph: Huhon Getty 

1962 Spock was niairman of 
Sane (the National Committee 
for a Sane Nuclear Policy). The 
Johnson campaign of 1964 
brought Spock to angry disillu- 
sionment. Johnson obtained 
his support with specific guar- 
antees to halt nuclear testing if 
he was elected. Immediately af- 
ter his election he ordered test- 
ing to be resumed. One can still 
hear Spock the good and moral 
mao through Spock the politi- 
cal innocent who said, “It was 
impossible for me not to react 
with extreme indignation” 

His political innocence was 
over. The Vietnam war; which 


he regarded as "one of the 
dirtiest ware that has ever been 
fought”, was escalating. Un- 
employment and mfiatkm were 
spiralling. He saw poverty and 
sodaliigusto everywhere and 
only the mottos and young 
people who marched with him 
in thousands seemed to care: 
“TWo-thirds of Americans 
would giwe up the Bffl of Rights 
in order to justify throwing 
young protesters in jafl.” 

Spock was a leading figure 
in the campaign against the 
Vietnam war throughout the 
Sixties and hr 1968 was indict- 
ed for e n couraging young 
Americans to bore their draft 
cards. He was convicted and, 
though the Appeal Court saved 
him from serving iris prison 
sentence, “The whiole experi- 
ence radicalised me. I realised 
fluff the United Stales had al- 
ways been as imperialist as it 
dared to be." 

In 1970 he published a book 
called Decent and Indecent: our 
personal and poBtkal behav- 
iour in which he tried to com- 
municate his deep concern for 
the personal materialism and 
porirical corruption he saw all 
arotmd him. Eventually be was 
to help to found the People’s 
Party and to run, halfhearted- 
ly, for President m 1972. 

In the meantime, though, his 
e nor mo u s influence over mil- 
lions of young Americans, many 

of them “Spock babies” grown 
up, made him a no-bolds-barred 
target for those be saw as op- 
pressors: supporters of Johnson 
—“the biggest bully of all time”; 
and Nixon - “an authoritarian 
man". There was scarcely an ill 
m a skk society for which he was 
not held responsible and even 
the new edition of Baby and 
Child Care, published in the 
same year that he faced im- 
prisonment, was turned against 
him. In this new edition. Spock 
sought to remind people that 
children need to leam from par- 
ents the very qualities he saw di- 
minishing in sodefy: a sense of 
values; of service rather than 
self-gratification; of sensitivity 
to others as well as to self 

Perhaps tbe message was 
too painful for parents; certainty 
it was untimely, since home and 
children were unfashionable 
topics that risked the ire of a 


women’s movement that bad 
not yet begun to come to terms 
with maternity. “I hope you re- 
alise that you are a major op- 
pressor of women, in the 
company of Sigmund Freud, 
thundered Gloria Steroem. 

Spock later described the 
Seventies as “a difficult time foe 
me". Countless sensational ar- 
ticles appeared, accusing him of 
the double crime of having 
been tbe architect of tbe “per- 
missive society" and now of try- 
ing. too late* to reverse himself. 
For the first time, sales of the 
book plummeted. In 1974 a 
magazine called the Red Book 
published a run-of-the-mill ar- 
ticle he wrote in a form so sen- 
sational it seemed like an 
attempt at character assassina- 
tion. In 1975 nearly half a cen- 
tury's marriage ended in 
divorce. In 1976 he married 
again and published yet anoth- 
er edition of tbe book, freed of 
sexism and carefully referring 
to babies as “they" (“It makes 
them sound a bit like a crowd 
though," he commented 
regretfully). 

Although Spock accepted 
the charge of sexism in his ear- 
lier writing, he never truly felt 
himself to be a chauvinist, nor 
could anyone who knew him 
charge him with being so. As al- 
ways, his attitudes to wider so- 
cial issues, including feminism, 
were shaped by his concern for 
children: “Of course women as 
people hare as much right to ca- 
reers as people who are men. 
That simply emphasises the ob- 
vious fact that men have as 
much responsibility as their 
wives in who is going to take 
care of the children." 

Spock the man was still first 
and foremost Dr Spock the 
paediatrician and it was his 
concern for the child who must 
be father (or mother) to the 
man (or woman) which bad al- 
ways shaped his political activ- 
ity- and did so unto Jib death. 
He explained his underlying 
concerns in an interview with 
the Observer in 1969 far better 
than anyone can do it for him: 

We Hvc in a disenchanted, dmDo- 
sioned age - not about things but 
about human beings*. -• I believe that 
Man’s dafl h eioinneat is based on a 
misunderstanding of his nature . . . 
He is idealistic in his aspirations. His 
relationships are primarily spiritual. 


His capacity for abstract reasoning 
has enabled him to discover m<»h of 
the meaning of the umrerae. He has 
invented fantastic machines. He has 

created beauty in aO the arts. All this 
has been made possible by the aspi- 
rations kindled in him in early child- 
hood by his adoration of bis parents. 
Whether or not a man has religions 
bhh, he can believe in the poavr of 
love and in Man's potentialities 
for good, if he understands the 
spiritual development of the child 

Benjamin Spock was still 
fighting irrepressibly for chil- 
dren in 1988, at tbe age of 85, 
when I was privileged to share 
a platform with him and Berry 
T Brazelton, America’s leading 
academic and favourite televi- 
sion paediatrician. Hundreds of 
Boston parents expected prac- 
tical advice on combining child- 
care with their jobs, but our 
preliminaiy conversations were 
all about sodetys failure to give 
parenting tbe status and eco- 
nomic priority it deserves. Our 
convener was becoming des- 
perate: “Dr Spock, can’t you say 
something about the need for 
more nursery schools?” she 
begged. 

“No," replied Spock firmly. 
“I’m entirety convinced that 
all our troubles grow out of this 
materialist, capitalist society 
and it’s no good tinkering with 
that by saying we need more 
nursery schools." Looking at her 
appalled face, he roared with 
laughter and added: “The 
whole damned political and 
economic system must be 
changed. Thai’s whit I'm going 
to say and I bet that’s what 
Penny’s going to say loo.” 

Next morning, as we waited 
to enter the lecture hall, she 
tried one last appeal: “People, 
this meeting is supposed to be 
about babies. Can’t you be a bit 
less political?'’ 

“Babies are political,” Ben- 
jamin Spock replied. “Babies 
are what politics is all about.” 
Penelope Leach 


Benjamin MeLane Spock, paedia- 
trician; bom New Haven, Con- 
necticut 2 May 1903; Professor of 
Quid Development, University of 
Pfttsburtfi 1951-55; Professor of ChU 
Development, Western Reserve 
University 1955-67; monied 1927 
Jane Cheney (tv& sons; nvuriage dis- 
solved 1975). 1976 Mary Morgan 
(one stepdaughter); died San Diego, 
CaBfbrma 15 March 1998. 
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Peter Livesey 


PETER LIVESEY drove Brit- 
ish rock climbing to new stan- 
dards during the Seventies. 

His speed, strength and sta- 
mina were developed young as 
a Yorkshire schoolboy running 
at national champion leveL Hie 
seniors in bis club included 
Derek Ibbotson, who had the 
current record fox the mile, and 
the young livesey developed 
the same kind of competitive 
^ dedication. He also had a nat- 
* ural talent for other outdoor 
sports, branching out into- ca- 
noeing, rock climbing and cav- 
ing. For a while he concentrated 
his efforts underground, be- 
coming one of the best cavers 
in the world, joining expeditions 
to Jamaica, Greece and Ghar 
Pare, in Iran. It was only in bis 
late twenties that he turned 
seriously to rock dfimbmg. 

His impact on the climbing 
world was almost immediate, 
starting in 1971 in the intimi- 


dating gorge-of Gordale Scar 
with the first free ascent of ftce 
Route, prevdousty climbed only 
with the aid of steel pegs. That 
was the first of many bold, 
strenuous routes up fiercely 
overhanging limestone. As his 
close friend and dimbrng part- 
ner, John Sheard, put it, “For 
Pete to apply the definition 
‘rock climber’ to himself, it bad 
to indude the unspoken prefix 
‘best’; anything else was playing 
. around.” Afiewnrightniggje aver 
“best” but all would probably 
agree that Livesey brought a 
whole newrattitude to foe Sport- 
First there was hts.afidetic 
background. The stamina, 
strength and speed developed as 
a schoolboy gave him a natural 
edge, which he boned by sys- 
tematic training on the then new 
indoor dimbing walls, particu- 
larly during bis esrile for ayearfs 
teacher training practice in the 
lowlands of Scunthorpe. That 


dedicated approach to training 
was new, but mere athletic skills 
were not enough to succeed 
hundreds of feet off the ground 
on steep, potentially dangerous, 
rock, following incqaenflines of 
tiny holds which others had nev- 
er tried to link before. Here 
mental control was everything. 

John Sheard, who followed 
him up countless routes, ob- 
serves: “Pete was totally com- 
petent and safe on things which 
would have killed tbe rest of us. 
He had an amaring ability to 
har^ around and rest - and place 
fiddly protective equipment - on 
overhanging rode. When you 
got there you just couldn’t see 
bow he had done it” 

. livesey left his mark far be- 
yond the microcosmic world of 
Yorkshire climbing, particular- 
ly in 1974, when he discovered 
tbe tenuous, improbable line of 
Footless Crow, on Goat Crag, 
m Borrowdale. Later that year 


he travelled to Snowdonia to 
leave his signature on a cliff 
redolent with, history - Dinas 
Cromlech. This was the scene of 
Joe Brown’s great Fifties climb, 
Cenotaph Comer. Twenty-two 
years on, Livesey tackled the 
seemingly blank right wall of die 
great square-cut comer, linking 
a complex series of moves up 
tmy flakes of diorite. Right 
Wall is now an exhilarating 
classic enjoyed by hundreds of 
competent climbers, reared on 
a hundred gyms and armed 
with sophisticated modem pro- 
tection devices. Twenty-four 
years ago it was aD imaginative 
step into the unknown. 

.Beyond the parochial con- 
fines of British climbing, 
livesey sought the scale of 
grander cliffs. In Norway he 
made tbe second ascent of the 
5,000ft-high HoIl Wall. In the 
Dolomites he free-climbed 
some of the great walls dimbed 



Livesey: mental control 

originalty with artificial aid. In 
Austria’s Kaisergebirge be 
amazed the locals with his speed 
and stamina. In Provence, be 
showed what could be done in 
the stupendous Gorge du Ver- 
don; where local experts rested 
oddi situ steel pegs -and pulled 


Photograph: Geoff Birdes 

up on them when things got a 
bit lougb-Livesey dimbed free, 
retying on ingenuity and the 
strength in his fingers. 

His most elegant and cele- 
brated new route here was 
Picbe Nfixm, although his own 
knobbty-kneed climbing style 


was more effective than elegant 
He also dressed in tbe kind of 
stylish hand-me-down rags 
which would appal today’s tycra- 
coordinated Gallic athletes. 

Livesey also left his mark in 
California's famed Yosemite 
\blley. A partner on the first as- 
cent of “Carbon Wall" recalls 
that, unknown to the rest of the 
team. Livesey made a recce the 
day before the climb, abseiling 
down the 500 feet of the route 
to inspect the difficulties. “It was 
typical of livesey: be was always 
one step ahead of everyone else, 
particularly Ron Fawcett - he 
had to find ways to outwit Ron, 
because Ron really nor the 
best climber in the world." 

The young profegfe, Faw- 
cett, eventually surpassed the 
master and, after climbing his 
Gbeedale swansong Golden 
Mile in 1981, Livesey more or 
less quit rock climbing. He 
turned to orienteering, excelling 


at that pursuit just as be bad 
done at all the others. 

Fete Livesey directed the 
well-respected outdoor pur- 
suits course at IlkJey and Brad- 
ford Community College and 
served on several committees of 
the British Mountaineering 
Council, but his greatest lega- 
cy is tbe actual climbs be cre- 
ated and the impact he made on 
rock climbing. He took his own 
climbing very seriously but the 
inner intensity was masked by 
a mischievous sense of humour 
and ty moments of inspired the- 
atricality, such as the time he 
made one of the first free as- 
cents of the famous Welsh climb 
Tensor, solo, in Hush Puppies. 

Stephen Venables 

Peter Michael Livesey, mountOBTeer 
bom Huddersfield 12 September 
1943; married Soma (one daughter); 
died Maiham, North Yorkshire 26 
February 1998. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
&. DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

t&HEWES f BURNS: On 13 Ffebnwy, 
to Deborah sad Jonathan, a sen, 
Edward Carl Join, a brother Bar 
EzaOy and Tbeo. 

HOLLAND: On 12 Match, in Loodcu, 
to Vicioria (ute JoUiffe) and David, 

a son {Mathew Theodora Orlando).. 
MASKS: On Friday 13 March 1998 
at the John RasfcHfe, Oxford, to 
Barbara (o£e Anderson) and Lan- 

rtnee, a son. Meander Larawre, a 

brother forFrancesca. 

DEATHS 

SINDBt: Ecfirh SybeBa fo6e Racbcu], 
widow of Thomas Wiffled, of 
stone, Kent. Died TRfednesday 11 
March. Rmeral Service 1230pm 3 ) 
March at St Margaret’s Omch. 
Banning, Maidstone, and L30pd_ar 
Vinters Park Crematorium, Maid- 
sune. Aftewaids, aB friends warm- 
ly invited to join Edith’s femfly at the 
Hncfcthnm ThML St Andrew’s RpmL 
Maidstone. Donations to the Bhck* 
them Thet-vaSera Rmeral Service. 
2 Thornhill Place. Maidstone MEM 
2SF. 01622 754663. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

RAINAbDfMikife. A Memorial 5a- 
jag we forDrMikHs Rajoai wd be 
” in St Gccrac*!, Hanover Square, on 
Tuesday llApril 1998 at 1130am. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
HwOBMAklfcataMl 


Chattgfeff of th* Cuartf 
*■ QMtllb (kwaatMan* M 


Birthdays 

Sir waiiain Aldous, a Lord Jnstice 
of Appeal, 62; Mr Patrick ADen, ao 
tot, 71; Professor John Baines, Egyp- 
tologist, 52; Mr Jeff Banks, fashion 
designer, 56; Sir Donald Barron, loi- 
mer chairman, Midland Bank, 77; Mr 
G3vin Campbell, actor add television 
presenter, 52; Sir John' Chalstrey, 
Lord Mayor of London, 67; Profes- 
sor David Ditts, Vtce-Chancoflctt, 
Hun University. Miss LeskyAim 
Down, actress, 44; Mr Patrick Dufty, 
actor, 49; Mtss Eunice Gayson, ac- 
tress, 51; Vice-Admiral Sir Donald 
Gibson, 82; Sir Arthur Hockaday, 
former Seaetaiy andDfrectar-Generd, 
Commonwealth Ttar Graves Gom- 
misson, 72; Professor George Hugh- 
es, zoologist, 73; Mr Robin Knox- 
Jobnstan, yachtsman, 59; Professor 
John LiU. concert pianist, 54; Mrs 
Penelope Lively, author, 65; Sir 
Ramsay MeHmish. former Bnfoas- 
sador to^ Ttaifand. 66; TheMostScv 
Keith O’Brien, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of St Andrews and Ed- 
MwiAe^hfrftnlRed d iduEfeiftH 1 - 
mer ambassador to Canfoodia, 53r, Sr 
Patrick Reflty; former diplomat, 89; 
Miss Galina Samsova, ballet daw 
61; Mr Brian Sedgemore MP, 61; Sir 
Patrick Sergeant, fonnder and fonner 
du&mari, Etntanoney FobUrarion* 
74; Mr John P. Smith MP, 47; Dr 

DavHSa£fteriOaik,ptyritia?^S2; 

Mr Max Stafford- Clark, artistic di- 
rector, Out of Joint Theatre Qua- 
nany,57; Sir Robert Walker, a Lord 
gate of Appeal. 60; Mr Michael 
Whitaker, shcm'jnmper, 38. 

Anniversaries 
w^rircTbotpas Chahnera , ti t iiiutf6f , 
and author, 1780; 
want. 1789; Pasqnale 


Stanislao Mancuri, statesman, 1817; 
Jean Ingelow, poet, 1820; Gottlieb 
Dahnler, automobile pioneer, 1834; 
Kate Greenaway, artist and chil- 
dren’s book illaffratur, 1846; Mar- 
garet Grace Bondfield. the first 
woman cabinet mimaar, 187% Nat 
“King" Cole (Nathaniel Adams 
Coles), singer and pianist, 1919; 

- foidolf Hametovidi Nareyev, baJkt 
star and director, 1938. D eaths. 
Jean-Baptist e Rousseau, playwright 
and poet, 1741; Gilbert Burnet, boiv 
op and historian, 1787; Friedrich W3- 
helm Bessel, astronomer and 
math ematici a n , 1846; Chris t i a n Jo- 
faann Doppler, physicist, 1853; 

- Robert Chambers, publisher and 
author, 1871; Lt-Gen Sir John Bagot 
Gfcbb (Glubb feshri, commander of 
the Arab Legion, 1986; Helen Hayes 
(Helen Hayes Brown), actress, 1993; 
Mai Elisabeth Ze Ceding, actnss 
and film- maker, 1994. On this day: 
the Duchy of Cornwall was created, 
1337; Ofiver Cromwell declared Ecg- 
land a Commonwealth. 1649; Cap- 
tain Lawrence Oates, with Scon's 
expedition, walked out into the 
Antarctic wastes, never to retom* 
1912; Marie Slopes opened herfint 
birth control dime in London, 192L 
Today is the St Patrick’s Pay and the 
I%ast Day Of theMaityra of theSear- 
apeum, St Gertrude of Nwelles, St 
Joseph erf Arimathea and St Panl erf 
Cyprus. 

Lectures 

National Portrait Gallery: 
MaotjewStmgis.'Aifority Beardsley", 
LlOpm. 

Royd hwttotkw Ralph Barrett, Su- 
san Aldridge, Irena McCabe, Harty 
Cote, “Public Debate: tbe doomed 
space station”, 7pm. 


LAW REPORT: 17 march 1998 


Part-time worker’s claim did not depend on sex 


Jesuthasan v London Borough ’ 
of Hammersmith and Fulham; 
Court of Appeal (Lady Junta 

Buder-Stoss, Lord Ju*dc* Svdnton 
Thomas and Lord justice 
Mummery) 26 February 1998. 

A MALE part-time worker in 
the public sector who bad been 
dismissed prior to the amend- 
ment of the Employment Pro- 
tection (Consolidation) Act 
1978 by the Employment Pro- 

tectioir(Bart-Time Employees) 

Regulations 1995 was entitled 
to da ini for redundancy and 
unfair dismissal in the same way 
as a female employee. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeal of VJ. Je- 
ffithasan ngairKt tfaa rteckinn nf 

the Employment Appeal Tri- 
bunal to reverse the deaaon of 
the Industrial Tribunal, which 
had granted him leave to 
amend his originating applica- 
tion in Ins daim against his em- 
ployer, the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fblham. 


The applicant, a Sri Lankan 
national, began employment 
with the council in November 
1990 as a maths teacher at HM 
Prison Wormwood Scrubs. He 
worked eight hours a week for 
three years, and his fixed term 
contract expired on 30 July 
1993 and was not renewed. 

In his originating appiica- 
tkw filed wife the Industrial Tri- 
bunal the applicant identified 
his type of complaint as “racial 
discrimination". Tbe council 
expressly denied that the ap- 
plicant had been discriminat- 
ed against on the ground of his 
race, and alleged that the sole 
reason for the decision not to 
offer him a new contract was 
that a part-time maths teacher 
was not required for that acad- 
emic year. The applicant sub- 
sequently applied to amend Ins 
originating application to in- 
chide claims for unfair dismissal 
. and redundancy payment. 

Brian LangstajfQC ( H amme rs mi th 
andfuDtam Law Centre) for the op- ’ 


peBant; Niget Giffin (Head of 
Legal Senices, Hammersmith and 
Fulham) for da coundL 

Lord Justice Mummery said 
that tbe crucial point, which 
had emerged for tbe first time 
on the present appeal was 
whether, in consequence of the 
decision of the House of Lords 
in R v Secretary of State for Em. 
plpyment, exp Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission [1995] 1 AC 
1 (the EOC case), a male part- 
time worker employed in the 
public sector was entitled to 
claim a redundancy payment 
and compensation far unfair dis- 
missal m respett of a dismssal 
occurring before the amend- 
ment of tbe Employment Pro- 
tection (Consolidation) Act 
1978 by the Employment Pro- 
tection (Part-Time Employees) 
Regulations 1995. 

In the EOC case tbe Equal 
Opportunities Commission 
had been granted judicial re- 
view of provisions of the 1978 


Act, which limited the right to 
a redundancy payment and 
protection against unfair dis- 
missal to employees who were 
aide to satisfy the qualifying pe- 
riods for entitlement The 
House of Lords had decided 
that those provisions were in- 
ccanpatible with EC law and bad 
declared that in cases covered 
by them, the qualifying periods 
for redundancy payments and 
unfair dismissal were disapplied. 

The House of Lords had held 
that judicial review was not the 
appropriate procedure to adju- 
dkate on the daims of Mrs D®y. 
an individual applicant joined in 
the proceedings but that the In- 
dustrial Tribunal would have 
jurisdiction to decide the ques- 
tions of indirect discrimination 
under EC law raised on the 
judicial review application. 

The applicant was in the 
same jurisdictional position as 
Mrs Day, and claimed lobe en- 
titled to pursue his claims in 
reliance on the general decla- 


rations in the EOC case re- 
garding “employees” and noi 
just “female employees". The 
council argued that Mrs Daj 
bad been entitled to rely on the 
declarations of incompatabili- 
ty with EC law by reason of in- 
direct discrimination againsi 
women, and that tbe applicate 
had not been discriminated 
against on the ground of sex. 

Those submissions, howev- 
er, involved a fundamental 
confusion both of the genera] 
propositions of law in the HOC 
case, which had disapplied the 
qualifying periods in respect of 
employees generally, regardless 
of sex, and of the nature of the 
applicant’s complaint. He did 
not complain of sex discrimi- 
nation, but claimed unfair dis- 
missal and redundancy pay. It 
would be unjust to refuse to al- 
low the applicant to amend 
his claim, and the order of 
the Industrial Tribunal would 
acoordingty be restored. 

Rate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Justice is justice, 
even 80 years late 

PEOPLE'S TRUST in their system of government waxes and wanes - though 
there has, it’s true, been more of the latter recently than the former, which 
is one good reason Labour should, with the Liberal Democrats' support, 
press on with the agenda of constitutional ch an ge and renewal. Yet while 
we arc suspicious of politicians, we still have an impressive fa i th in the abil- 
ity of the state to deliver justice, especially by reopening and reviewing cas- 
es where people intensely feel an injustice has been done. 

The passion of the Lawrence family, so cruelly let down by the crimi- 
nal justice system; the determination of the Hillsborough victi ms * relatives; 
the anger (and puzzlement) of those deprived of a loved one by CJD - 
there is no guarantee that state inquiries after the event wifl answer all the 
questions raised in these cases, or heal the emodonal wounds. But the process 
of truth-seeking and, where appropriate, of blaming, can have useful heal- 
ing properties. There are those who say the British constitution in its un- 
written state is really a matter of proper procedure — outcomes m a t te r less 
than the feet of fair dealings. Certainly, such inquiries into failed proce- 
dure must be conducted by people who are above every suspicion. The 
Lawrence family's misgivings about the lawyers involved in the investiga- 
tion of why Stephen's killers were not brought to justice must be quietened, 
bv a change of personnel if necessary. 

" It is in a similar spirit that we think the request for a general pardon by 
relatives of British soliders shot for cowardice during the Fust Wodd War 
should be met. TTtefratgtuDent is based parity on this point about procedure. 
Due process, even by the standards of a British Army at war, was not always 
observed; relevant evidence was not always presented; the circ ums ta n ces of 
the Front were not taken into account Because trials were faulty, the results 
were unjusL The men’s descendants make another point too. Cowardice in 
the trenches was not a moral deficiency but (we might nowadays be tempt- 
ed to say) an almost rational response to horror; many of the men were suf- 
fering almos t unimaginable torment in an industrial-scale charnel house. 

Their execution cast a stain on individual soldiers, their families and 
those who remember them. In opposition. Labour, including the armed 
forces minister himself, seemed to accept the need to wipe it dean. A num- 
ber of MPs, some of them now in the Cabinet, voted for a general pardon. 
They were right then. Now they are wrong if - as reports suggest - they 
are backsliding and having second thoughts. 

Of course it is going to be difficult to disinter every case, however ac- 
curate the r emaining paperwork; of course not every verdict was faulty - 
there is an offence of cowardice in the face of the enemy and oot every 
desertion is justified by circumstance or medical condition. Yet there are 
two good reasons for a pardon, one specific to the First World War, one 
more general. There is something special about the place of that conflict 
in our culture and collective memory. Lately the revisionists have been mak- 
ing progress among professional historians. Scholars are now saying the 
British Army in France and Flanders were not lions fed by donkeys, but 
lions led by lions; that many general officers (who suffered and died, too) 
were heroes and talented military tacticians. None the less, Joan Little- 
wood has the best tunes, still. The war is remembered as a conflict based 
on class, an episode in which ordinary people were sent to their death in 
hecatombs because this was not, in the way the Second World War was, a 
democratic and popular conflict. A general pardon would recognise the 
way this war continues to be perceived and go some way to pacifying the 
slDJ lively sense that it was an especially horrible war. 

A pardon would not imply that the officers involved in sentencing soldiers 
to death were evil men or even that the derisions they made in military courts 
were “wrong". We must all be relativists, to the extent that we recognise peo- 
ple behave in the circumstances they are given, or are allowed to make. But 
we are only relative relativists. We have to believe there are universal stan- 
dards of right conduct which east outride of time, for without such a scale 
we lack the means to adjudge that unique event, the Holocaust. 

Besides we are not relativist about our own moral climate. To pardon 
those men shot in the 1914-1918 War would answer a contemporary per- 
ception about government. If Labour ministers cared only for their own 
skins, they would realise refusing a pardon is a passport to unpopularity. 
They should, however, reflect on the broader case for sticking to their ear- 
lier support. Their potency as an administration depends on people see- 
ing government as a set of fair procedures, which are able to correct 
themselves when mistakes are made. That includes mistakes made over 
the killing of a black youngster on the streets of London. And it includes 
mistakes made eighty years ago. 

Remedies for credulity 

TWO OF the most abused words in the contemporary vocabulary are “nat- 
ural" and “holistic". When they are coupled with “therapy” blue lights flash 
and sirens sound. Thus all those rational souls who have always harboured 
doubts about “alternative" therapies will take malicious comfort foam the 
report today that acupuncturists do not always seem to know where they 
are putting their needles, lb be pierced tty a non-sterile needle is one thing . 
Bui it is quite another kettle of carp to find that some acupuncturists have 
been slicking their needles into vital organs, such as the heart, hmg and spine. 
Many of us arc sceptically tolerant. We note that Prince diaries, the en- 
thusiast for alternatives, resorts to a person in a white coat with medical 
degrees when be falls off his polo pony. Alternative medicine is fine as long 
as it does no actual harm; if it cures headache and nausea without induc- 
ing fits or heart failure, weD and good. But doubts begin when practition- 
ers of cult therapies start putting people in hospital as a result of their “cures". 
Once we were perhaps crrcr-creduiaus about the power of conventional med- 
icine - never questioning the lofty doctors, simply assuming that the drugs 
would work. Now, however, wc may be becoming too credulous about the 
alternatives. A healthy mind is suspicious of all complete systems. 



PICTURE OF THE DAY 



Evening in the Blue Mountains of Jamaica: a boy runs home through the hHb 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 
A 9x12 prifft OF this photograph can be ordered on (H7I-293 2534 


Hospital mergers 

YOUR REPORT on the increasing 
number of hospital mergers (11 
March) did not touch on the two 
most vital issues. 

The prime reason given by the 
Royal College of Surgeons and the 
BMA for merging so as to obtain 
catchment populations of upwards 
of 500,000 is that otherwise it is not 
possible to proride continuous con- 
sultant cover, and thus safe emer- 
gency services, 24 hours a day, every 
day of the year. It is better - mea- 
sured in terns of survival - for pa- 
tients with life-threatening, 
conditions to be transported a few 
more miles into the hands of top- 
dass experts than to have the con- 
venience of proximity, but thinly 
spread skills. 

The second issue is that the very 
technological developments that 
make it vital to centralise emergency 
care also allow the great majority of 
non-emergency cases to be treated 
away from the central hospital 
Rather than closing local hospitals, 
they can be developed in a new role 
to include specialist outpatient din- 
ks, minor casualty unite, ratfiolcgy and 
physiotherapy departments, maternity 
units for normal births and facilities 
to deal with the elective surgical 
work which makes up waiting iisls. 

So rather than most patients 
having to travel farther (except for 
emergency care of life-threatening 
conditions) locality hospitals can 
bring most of the functions for 
which most people have to go to hos- 
pital much closer to where they 
live. 

Dr RONNIE POLLOCK 

MPA Health Strategy and Flaming 

LondonNWl 

THE SECRETARY of State for 
Health and the East Kent Health Au- 
thority appear beat on dosing Kent 
and cWnbuty Hospital. All the ma- 
jor treatments will be passed to 
hospitals in Margate and Ashford, 
leaving a cottage hospital here for 
nosebleeds and minor cases of goat 
The proposal has ccxne after the tra- 
ditional heart-searching and, of 
course, bean-counting and is the only 
logical course. 


LETTERS 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include d daytirrte telephone 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independera.cojik E-rhail 

asked to gyve a postal address. Letters may be ediie&fifr faigtft ortd 



It is perfeaty simple: you just have 
to imagine that Canterbury was not 
there and you were goingfo build it. 

“Let* s have a city of at least 40^)00 
people, and about another 100,000 
just outride, with a big tourist at- 
traction in the middle; say, two mil- 
lion visitors a year. We’d better 
have a university - everyone else has 
got one - so pot 20 jOOO kids up there. 
Stick ah the weU-knmvn stores in the 
High Street and a couple of super- 
markets on the fringe. We’D need a 
railway station - make that two - a 
bus station and a coach park. Fire 
brigade here, police there. Dot some 
industry around, some churches and 
a few schools and that should do it." 
“What about a hospital?" 

“Oh, stick that fifteen miles away." 
COLIN STEANDFIELD 
Canterbury, 

Kent 

After the hunt Bill 

SO THE Bill to end hunting with 
dogs has been lost 

The majority of the nation want- 
ed it to succeed. The majority of 
country people wanted it to succeed. 
The overwhelming majority of the 
House of Commons voted for it to 
succeed. But the Government didn’t 
want it. 

An indirectly elected govern- 
ment chosen by an indirectly elect- 
ed prime minister appointed by a 
nan-elected Head of State allowed 
our antiquated legislative proce- 
dures to frustrate thewill of the peo- 
ple and their elected representatives. 
And The Independent defends tins 
(leading article, 14 March)! 

What do we say to the many peo- 
ple who have worked for so long and 
so hard to achieve an end to this cru- 
el activity? What do we say to dis- 
suade those who want to take“direa 
action”? 

MJEARRELL 
Orxgar, Essex 


THE LOGIC of your leading arti- 
cle “Drop the humbug about hunt- 
ing" (24 Match) was exemplary - 
until your discussion ofthe banning 
of activities for moral reasons. 

You cited adultery and abortion 
as practices regarded as wrong by 
many people Wftete you Cfearlycbn- 
sldbred legjslation ta be inappro- 
priate. Would you say the : tnme 
about paedophilia, rape, or mur- 
der? 

Obviously it is a question of 
whereto draw the line. The vast ma- 
jority in this country want a line to 
be drawn against torturing a wild an- 
imal for fun: you do not. Your atti- 
. tude is as contemptible as the 
duplicitous response of the Gov- 
ernment on this issue. 

SEAN ROSENTHAL 
Unfield, 

West Sussex 

WHY DO so many MP and others 
say that foxes need culling? When we 
farmed 86 acres in Devon where 
there were plenty of rabbits and oth- 
er fox food, there was no increase in 
fox numbers in eleven yeais. Nor did 
we lose any of our 500 free-range 
poultry, who were able to roam 
anywhere on the farm. 

We had a fox earth and a badger 
sett on the farm- We did not inter- 
fere with our foxes. We understood : 
wildlife and took every precaution, 
not allowing bens to nest in hedges 
and always shut up houses at ni$pit_ 

It is useless for gamekeepers to 
shoot, snare and poison every fox 
on their estates, when other foxes 
will soon replace them from Out- 
ride. Two keepers I knew had a 
more sensible solution: if a vixen 
was seen taking rabbits and other 
“for" to her cobs, she was saved. . 
But if a vixen was taking “feather” 
to feed her cubs they were slide- : 
strayed to prevent these cubs ! 
killing birds when adult. In tune 
these keepers would have Fewer 


. - foxes to kill, rifts and 

: mice would ^^^^te^ft-by the 
: resident foxes, foifiwgrefft advan- 
tage of the garn& ^idri 
-• ERICASHfeY 
. Ringwood, Ha m ps hi re ' 

YOUR leading article of 14 March . 
" 'stated ’foil “practices such as the 
‘blooding’ of children are short 

of baibaric”. Little short? 

markrasMussen 

.LondonEU • 

WHATEVER wcjfihy think of fox 
aatf deer hunting, Mozart and 
Beethoven and the musical world 
owe the pursuit of animals on horse- 
back an incalculable debt Without 
mounted huntsmen foe helical horn 
(cor ds chaste ) Would not have 
evolved. : 

The helical bom was slung in dou- 
Ue-pofl, from left shoulder to right 
ride. The huntsman’s girth deter- 
mined foe length (and therefore, 
pitch). Longest was 14ft (in D) and 
lesser hoops 13ft and 12ft (in Eflat 
and F). The muhipleTiarmonies of 
these long tubes encouraged duet 
playing; the forests tong - and com- 
litteiie4.-Tte?S8th century 
_ _ m . a tunnelled 

mouthpiece and bfoSd-in-bell'tech- 
nique transforming the open-air 
stridency of the Corde chasse into the 
French Horn of drawing-room de- 
light . 

Mozart recognised the potential 
and. wrote horn parts into all of his 
orchestral works . Beethoven fol- 
lowed, deeply involving horns in all 
his symphonies. 

We might ask what has become 
of foe relatively musical cor-de-chas- 
seT Today’s obviously unmusical 
huntsmen seem cdntoit with their 
short two-note i 
tiling. Grounds i 

farquharsonWusins 

Harrow, 

Middlesex 


Don’t shun Turkey 
THE estrangement between the Eu- 
ropean Union and Ihrkey is terribly 
dangerous, seeming to convey the 
message that religious difference 
matters more than secular institutions 
(leading article, 13 March). The 
Kurdish problem should not be 
made an insuperable obstacle. After 
all, Ranee was a founder member of 
the EEC despite her war in Algeria. 

In a wider context, Ihrkey is the 
main barrier to foe coalescence of 
a potential sectarian war-front 
stretching from Bosnia to Basra 
and beyond; by way of Palestine. For 
allbursakes, foe Tbrics should he re- 
warded for eight decades of secular 
government. 

PJ STEWART 
Oxford 

No Teletubbres here 

INSTEAD of this endless discussion 
oh foe comparative merits of dif- 
ferent television programmes and 
foeir effects on our children, why not 
compare television with real life. 

I have a two-year-old boy and no 
television. Gasp! I spend my time 
with my son walking, viriting friends, 
museums, farms and toddler gyms, 
playing with trains, Duplo, “soft 
stuff” (wonderful invention), bits of 
cardboard, paper and loo rolls, 
drawing, reading, singing sQly songs, 
cuddling and generally living. 

He is a bright, articulate, happy, 
sociable little boy who as far as I am 
aware doesn’t miss television: what 
could he honestly be missing? 
JUDITH C WOODHOUSE 
Penarth, South Glamorgan 

Portia’s prejudice 

TONY RIDGE is wrong about The 
Merchant of Venice (letter, 16 
March). It is not foe heroine who is 
made to fancy “the noble Ethiopi- 
an” (actually he is Moroccan), but 
the audience. Portia's attitude is best 
summed up in her two gibes to Ncr- 
fesa about foe Prince's complexion: 
proving that even a multi-million- 
airess can come cheap. 

JAMES LOADER 
Orpington, Kent 
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Where agony aunts turn when it all gets too much for them 



MILES 

KINGTON 


WHEN YOU have an emotional problem, 
you can alwayswrite to an agony aunt -but 
who do agony aunts euro to with THEIR 
problems? Tb Auntie Agony, that’s who! 
The only agony aunt who deals exclusive- 
ly with the problems and troubles peculiar 
to agony aunts! And she’s back again to- 
day with another postbag of problems sent 
in by the country’s agony aunts! Right, 
that’s enough exclamation marks, so on to 
the emotional minefield with Anntie 
Agony, and the first problem please... 

Dear Auntie Agony; You really most help, 
as lam feeling almost sniridaLlhave been 
running a problem comer for a major group 
of provincial newspapers for several yeais 
now, and foe pressure must be getting to 
me because Ifiud myself subject to the most 
extre m e mood swings- One week X might 
be bubbly and e x tro vert , almost manual- 
ly so, and the next week I could easily be 
just as caught in a deep depression- This 


has obviously affected my work, as foe so- 
lutions I offer to people’s problems tend 
to vary wildly according to my mood. 

Fen: instance, if some woman writes in 
to say that that her marriage seems to have 
stagnated and she thinks her husband 
may be having an affair, I might, if I am in 
my cheerful oxide, encourage herto go our 
and have an affair herself, to five a little! 
But if I am on the downward curve, I might 
tell her that things aren’t going to get any 
better, that we are sent into this work! to 
suffer and that she might as well stick with 
a gaywring marriag e as anything else. 

In ofoerwtsds, Iwill gjw two cosnpletety 
opposite pieces of adrire depending on my 
mood swing, and they can’t both be right, 
can they? Well, 1 suppose they both could 
be right, depending on the people involved 
- after all, you never realty know enough 
about people to give them foe right advice, 
do yon? Actually, 1 think Fm making a bit 
of a fuss about nothing. Can’t realty think 


why I bothered you. Having written tfas fet- 
ter and ratire/t it thro ugh has made me fed ' 
a whole heap better. Thanks, Auntie! 
You've done it again 1 
Auntie Agony writes : Not at alL Thank you 
for showing us your lovefy mood swing. And 
the next. 

Dear Auntie Agony, I run a problem cor- 
ner for a national newspaper which 1 
would iafoernot m entibn the name a£ sad 
although L am a man, I have always writ- 
ten imder a woman’s assumed name. I am' 
sure you can guess the reasore for fois. 
pie always assume foal women handle idao- 
tional problems better, and are more 
sensible when it comes to. sorting out life 
(though if that were true, all psychiatrists 
would be women and mate psychiatrists 
would be distrusted!) and I certainty fed 
when I get dawn to probient-hauclling that : 
thinking my way into my chosen female 
character hkps me to find a solution. 

The female rote Z adopt Bra& c r war i u a* 


and softer than foe real me, but foe trou- 
ble is I have begun to feel rather attracted 
to this woman as whom I masquerade, and 

amvetytetqjted to start an attachment with 

her. Am I befog very foolish ? 

Auntie Agony writes: Let me get this straight. 
AreycxifaBingin love whyoursdf? Andwon- 
deringifyoushdtddhavean affokrtithymu- 
sdf? 

Dear Anntfe Yes. 

Auntie Agony writes: Hmrrunmm, . , Which - 

one of you is writing this? 

Dear Anntie Agm^The man. 

Auntie Agony writes: Leave her alone, you 
beasti How dare you take advantage of her? 
Hands off! And the next... ;• 

Dear Anntfc Agony; I have been doing my 

column for so long now that I have got tired 

ofthe banaL repetitive problems wiucfcpeo- 
ple send me, and l have stated inventing 
'problems tosofet Ip fact, I haven't 


Bat Z do feel ffihtffie^tensi fovfcnr toe 


more interesting than the real ones I am 
sent, which 1 always throw away. Is this veiy 
wrong? 

Auntie Agony writes: You 're making this m 
aren't you? 

Dear Anntie Agony; Yes. 

Auntie Agony writes: And the next! 

Dear Anntie AgonR Almost all papers have 

an astrology column. Almost all papers have 
.an agody aunt The astrologer claims that 
human problems are tied to birth signs. The 

agony aunts assume foal human problems 
are tied to character. They can’t both be 
right, can they? And yet wc take both on 
mist, and believe both of them! Isn't Uus 
just a bit mad? 

Amde Agony writes : What sign are you ? 
Dear Anntie Agony; [ am Scorpio. 

Auntie Agony writes : Typical! 

Auntie Agpny will be back again soon. Keep 

^^n^WOrweTlhantomah: 

themupl- 
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Hague’s best hope: say little 
and pray for a recession 



. They mean that toegoronunent got it wrong 
before and is bow getting it right. 

Sony to dwell on the pitfalls. Let’s think 
about the positives. The advice you've been 
geai^frcHnyoOTOwnexpemjstbatthcCJiaxi- 
cdku-wfl] be kss tough ou business, especially 


DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


How should the Leader of 
the Opposition respond to a 
Budget that coufd have been 
given by a Tory Chancellor? 

DEAR WILLIAM, 

Here are a few - entirely unsolicited -point- 
ers to how you should hanefleyour speech af- 
ter today's Budget My first piece of advice 
is don’t look up at the press gallery before you 
speak. It's always a bit dispiriting watching the 
journalists rush out as soon as the Chancel- 
ior sits down. At least convention dictates that 
most MPS stay until you have finished Nev- 
er the less, they will be twitching to^get out 
of the Chamber (poor Paddy Ashdown has 
to speak to a rapidly emptying House) to get 
onto their brokers, or at least to their Local 
newspapers with the usual banalities— this is 
a black day/new dawn for our town eta So. 
you need not to go on for too long. . 

Which isjust as welL Because, frankly,"it’s 
not going to be that easy this year. You have 
a number of problems of which the first and 
most obvious is the utter failure of this Gov- 
ernment to fulfil expectations by being prof- 
ligate with what they would no doubt call the 
people’s money, You would have cheerfully 
killed for the borrowing figures Brown’s go- 
ing to announce today. All this “prudence with 
a purpose" stuff has a rather convincin g rin g 

about it- And while you can bang on about 
the deficit reduction being the legacy of the 
Tories’ brilliant economic management - or 
more particularly that of Ken CSadoe, the man 
you beat to win the leadership - quite a lot 
of people still remember how borrowing 
lurched out of control after the 1992 election. 
Labour governments weren’t supposed tb act 
like this. They were supposed to spend like 
maniacs and then have an ecanamiccxias^ike- 
the IMF one in 1976). Sadly for you. Brown 
long ago learnt the lesson from aEi thi£ 

There are a few other thingsyou can't da 
You can’t join forces with, those Gty hawks . 
who wiQ accuse him of not staking enough 
money out of the economy to taxes Co ease 
the pressure on interest rates. Tb do so wxnild 
fatally undermine one of the few attacks you 
can mount - on the taxes you hope he w3l 
raise. You can’t attack him for spending mon- 
ey on education and health - 1 bet the leaks 
about Rank Dobson winning another £50Qm 
for the NHS are right - without making your- 
selves even more unpopular than you are al- 
ready. Nor does it cut much ice to accuse the 
Chancellor of being prudent for the sinister 
motive of making the country shipshape for 
EMU. You may be anti-single currency- and 
by the way, you might have a word with 
Michael Portillo and ask h i m why he seemed 
to be saying on Sunday that EMU might ac- 
tually work - but are you against curbing the 
deficit in the way that the Maastricht crite- 
ria require? Surely not. 

And you should be a bit careful about 
shouting U-tum when the Chancellor puts 
some money back into the purses of lone 
mothers. The cuts were yours in the first place 

- and a lot of North American polling expe- 
rience shows that voters rather like U-turns. 


in the short term. And tougher on conaonexs 
through higher duties on alcohol, tobacco, 
petrol, and so on. Peter Lfllcy would proba- 
bly have done the same if be were the Chan- 
cellar. But that needn’t stop you attacking 
Brown for tarring consumers. 

Snnflariy,if Gordon Brown decides to abol- 
isb Miras - or cirt it again - he wffl.be following 
a path already mapped out by Ken Clarice. It 
was after aB. Qaxke who deaocipiled Miras from 
income tax rates ty bringing il down to 15 per 
cent. Likewise you should be rather careful 
about an all-out, detailed onslaught on any . 
measures to dose inheritance tax loopholes 
the Chancellor may introduce. Sure, the Ma- 
jor govennaent was -in theory- attached to 
the idea of abofislnng inheritance tax alto- 
gether. But a few of your own more intelli- 
gent MPs rightly think it’s rather a good tax 
- and that you don’t make a more entrepre- 
neurial society bycreming a generation of rich 
layabouts who don’t need to work because 
they've inhoiied so ranch dosh from grand- 
pa. The point is that when it comes to your 
soundbite ftsc TIN, yon can still add Miras and 
ante cm inherita nre lax av oidaire toyogr lift- 
list of NewLabour taxes; it's low politics bat 
it’s no less than Gordon Brown, (fid with your 
22 tax rises. Don't go mad, however. A Stfle 
humility may be needed with an dedoratethat 
doesn’t exactly trust you ontax. 

. One other tipc the advice you’ve been get- 
ting to scrutinise pretty carefully the widely 
trailed £lbn or so for childcare is sound. If 
as seems possfole, the Chancellor gives help 
to lone parents and to couples who are both 
working, but not to couples with only one in- 
come, then you have a line of attack: aren’t 

mnthf rc 1 no ting after their diilAr wi nt h rwnft 

also entitled to a bit of childcare money -- if 
only to get out of the house for a bit? 

While it makes sense to tty and attack the 
Budget as an onslaught on foe middle class, 
it may m the end be quite skilfully calibrat- 
ed.^ There will, fra example, be quite a lot more 
consultation before anymore to tax child ben- 
efit -which really wonld hit prosperous mid- 
dle Kn gfemri. And this isn’t necessarily the 
result ofa Rrown-Blair conflict Just because 
Tbny Blair never forgets that Doily Mail read- 
ers helped to win him his victory, it doesn't 
mean foal Gordon Biown doesn’t remember 
it too. And 1 just because Gordon Brown 
y^tsredistrfoutiaatothcpoorbymddngit 
mc^attractjyeto ^ip woiitdoesa*t mean 
. .that Blair doeaft. yaattihat tohapfren too. The 
other difficulty iMhaj .foe economy ism good 
shape-atfoemoineriLAiecessfa^ 
wdl roakeyomlfie piMre^ Don’t forget 
tirathwasBtownwdhoimadefoeBaakofEiig- 
landhwiependent. You can always remind the 
House of that to. help him take the blame in 
future if it fails, after the agonies it is going 
through on whether to raise interest rates 
again, to deliver foe soft landing everyone 
hopes for. (It’ll also mean he takes the cred- 
it if they succeed - but bell do that anyway.) 

You get the Budget press releases oa Emy 
Council terms well before the speech. Have 
your experts comb through them for anything 
unpleasant that Brown may not mention in 
his speech -ifs foe trick that Blair used more 
than once in Opposition. Tty and find a clear 
simple message - Blair’s depiction of a 
Clarke’s “VAT on fuel budget” was a good 
example. And enjoy it. It’s a good chance to 
get on TV. It’s an advantage that its you and 
not Peter UUey doing foe job. You’re a much 
better performer at foe dispatch box than be 
is. And there’s only so much you can do. Af- 
ter ah, ft was always going to be Gordon's day. 


Playing happy families is not the 
way to the nation’s heart 


Gordon Brown 
had the grace to 
look uneasy at his 
photo opportunity. 
Quite right, says 
Andrew Marr it’s 
none of our 
business 

HERE is Gordon Brown, man 
of the day, on marriage: “It’s 
not something anyone should 
be forced into.” His girlfriend 
(though the term seems a Btde 
too girlie for Sarah Macaulay, 
the dignified and serious lady 
with whom Broon consorts) 
merely smiles: The photogra- 
phers chirrup and whirr. 

Meanwhile a small bey - 
name of Ben, the child of Sue 
Nye, Brown’s political secretary 
- solemnly munches his way 
through his third birthday tea 
between foe grown-ups. The ir- 
resistible effect of foe picture, 
which was od most front pages 
yesterday morning, was of a 
family snapshot. Hero they are. 
Gordon , Sarah and Ben. 

No problem. Except, of 
course, that one problem: the 
whole world, bara small dutch 
of forgotten hunter-gatherers in 
Wales, knows perfectly that 
Gordon Brown is single. He has 
been one of the most bache- 
Iorish bachelors on foe planet, 
tousled, rumpled, work-driven, 
reticent If policy-obsessives 
can be faddish, then he is even 
mildly laddish- Wonderful sto- 
ries are told of his former Ed- 
inburgh flat, where dust 
covered every surface, there was 
nothing in foe fridge and His 
idea of dressing down for the 
weekend was to sw^> a red tie 
for a blue tie. 

Certainly, he has not yet an- 
nounced whether, (never mind 
when) he will maiiy Ms 
Macaulay. He seems in nohur-. 
ry. Why should he be? But 
given all this well-known back- 
ground, foe family snapshot 
stunt came across as both 
poignant and. impertinent. 
Here, after ah, are real people 
wifo real emotional lives, pos- 
ing for a pre-Budget photo-op- 
portunity to celebrate the state 
tf family- almost as if theywere 
saying: “Rfe aren't married wifo 
a child. But, you neverknow, we 
might be; we are those sort of 
people. We would, at any rate, 
like you to picture us that way.” 

But - please - why? Is foe 
woridstilE after the sexual rev- 
olution, and women's liberation 
(postponed) and the arrival of 
gay ministers, supposed to be 
so determined that leaders be 
married that endless nudge, 
nndge stories and stagy photo- 
ops are thought necessary to en- 
hance Budget day? 

The circumstances are un- 
usual, admittedly. The Chan- 
cellor was the object of a nasty 
whispering campaign about his 
.yfriijiHty - ’ Rebutting that wag the 
job of his press officer Charlie 
Whelan. With characteristic 



Not married, and the child is borrowed for the occasion: why do politicians submit themselves to such indignities? 


gusto, Mr Whelan then seemed 
to make his dignified and re- 
served boss seem like some 
frantic serial shagger, the living 
embodiment of erogenous 
growth theory. Next came end- 
less stories about Ms Macaulay 
and foe imminence of her nup- 
tials, spoilt only by Mr Brown’s 
habit of sloping off to watch 
football and his frank pleas for 
a little space and time. She, 
meanwhile, is in a he llish posi- 
tion, and handling it with ex- 
traordinary aplomb. 

Damn ed if foey do, damned 
if they don’t? No pictures of 
Sarah Macaulay would pre- 
sumably lead to “Sarah 
snubbed on Gordon’s big day”. 
On the other hand, why should 
they let it all hang out? They 
aren’t trying to promote films 
or sell records. 

So forty opted for being 
vague. Brown says that “mar- 
riage is important" and that 
Tm sure FD do it one day”, 
making the whole business 
sound like passing a driving test 
Then came that strange remark 
about it being wrong to force 
anyone into marriage. 

It’s strange only because, 
these days, almost no one in this 
country is. One has in one’s 
mind’s eye a picture of burly 
Kirk elders dragging a franti- 
cally resisting Chancellor into 
a soot-grimed church on a hill 
in Fife. And yeu as a country, 
we many less and we marry for 
fewer years. If we were as fam- 
ily-based as we used to be, 
there would be no need for four 
million extra homes. Singles cuT 
ture is celebrated by television 
and flattered by advertisers 
who know hew to spot person- 
al disposable income when they 
see it. 


Yet Brown's image-makers 
seem to disagree. It is partly that 
a man who will today be chang- 
ing the incomes of so many 
families, possibly through mort- 
gage tax relief and child bene- 
fit, has to seem as if he knows 
something about contemporary 
family budgets, and, therefore, 
about contemporary family life. 
He doesn't want to be seen as the 
dour theoretician of Downing 
Street He needs to be homely. 

Mr Brown's neighbour in 


merely that for politicians, or any 
other public figures, to respond 
to this in a substantial way is 
deadly. Tb place your emotion- 
al life at the service of good PR 
is coming dose to selling your 
very identity. 

I don’t believe for a moment 
that most voters care whether 
Gordon Brown is going to mar- 
ry Sarah Macaulay or noL They 
will read stories about that if 
such stories are there, and look 
with some interest at the pie- 


Are endless nudge, nudge stories and 
stagy photo-ops still thought 
necessary to enhance Budget Day? 


Downing Street shows how a 
politician’s family can be used 
positively by the media. The 
Blairs have become almost a 
kind of alternative Royal Fam- 
ily for the mid-market press and 
mid-market television. We 
know when they change their 
car. We know which football 
te ams their kids support. The 
Daily Mail, in relatively benign 
mood, follows foe clothes and 
hairstyles of Cberie with almost 
as much fascination as it once 
followed Diana. 

These may be ominous 
echoes, but the press requires 
recognisable people to at as 
mannequins for lifestyle jour- 
nalism. The spouses and children 
of the famous become handy 
pegs for articles about education, 
clothing, holidays, health and fur- 
nishing. In return, ii is assumed, 
foe famous benefit from the re- 
assuring glow of normality that 
such pieces confer. My point is 


lures offered up. That's natur- 
al curiosity. Some of us, maybe, 
associate family with stability, 
long-termism, responsibility, 
and therefore, oust politicians 
with children more than politi- 
cians without children. 

But integrity matters much 
more. We respond best to 
politicians who seem to be 
themselves. John Prescott, 
Clare -Short and Ken Living- 
stone are ail more popular 
than many drably personable 
clones because “you know who 
they are". In this case. Brown 
really has been more interest- 
ed in policy, power and eco- 


nomics than in personal rela- 
tionships. Other people spend 
their energy chasing folk round 
the filing cabinets: he's mustiy 
been too busy reading wha lev- 
er's in the filing cabinets. Gre- 
en bis job, that is surely 
reassuring, lb his real friends, 
it is a lovable trail. And only in 
a strangely sex-obsessed and 
voyeuristic age would this be 
thought so worthy of disap- 
proving comment. 

At any rate, his married 
stale isn’t going to affect a sin- 
gle vole or change a single mind 
when today’s Budget is un- 
veiled. People in families will 
applaud Brown if he helps 
their weekly incomes and curse 
him if he taketh away. No pho- 
to-calls with children or coy 
hints about forthcoming mar- 
riage will sway those reactions. 
We are not so babyish that we 
can be bought off by the 
thought of the Chancellor's 
bride - not when he affects our 
pockets. Ministers shou/d not 
think that suiting the press 
means pleasing the voters. 

So maybe the Chancellor 
will get married and be happy, 
and foal will be fine. 1 have a 
vague but improvable idea that 
happy politicians are better for 
us than unhappy ones. But for 
me foe most reassuringly hu- 
man aspect of Brown's pre- 
Budget photo-call was his 
seething unease about the 
whole damn business. 


A newspaper is no ordinary business, it is a trophy asset 



ANDREAS 

WHITTAM 

SMITH 


The founder of the 
'Independent' says 
the dream may be 
over but the future 
remains bright 


FOR ME it was the end of a 
dream last Wednesday, when 
Ireland's Independent News- 
papers, whose chairman is Dr. 
Tbny O’Reilly, announced that 
agr eement had been reached on 
purchasing the outstanding 
shares in Newspaper Publish- 
ing, which owns The Indepen- 
dent. One of foe objectives of 
the founders of the newspaper 
was to operate with a wide 
spread of shareholders and to 
do without foe traditional ty- 
coon-proprietor. In the event, 
however, I did not feel discon- 
solate; rather the reverse. I 
was delighted. The newspaper 
bad been saved. 

But how did we get to this 
point? In 2986 we raised the 
£l8m capital with which the 
- newspaper was launched from 
30 or so pensions funds, unit 
trusts, life assurance funds and 
foe like. We placed a limit on 
foe size of individual share- 
holdings- Nobody could build 
up a position and take us'over, 
or so we thought- Among the 
first shareholders,, however, 
there lurked one individual 

whose presence was even more 


ample of a general rule: na- 
tional newspapers are trophy as- 
sets. Like say, luxury hotels or 
football teams, owning them 
confers prestige. 

This misapprehension was 
parti if you Eke, of a greater er- 
ror.- We understood well 
enough the iron law - no prof- 
its, no independence. Bat in 
1986 we felt entitled to assume 
that, for foe first rime m many 


- Robert MaxwelL Hjs sub- 
scription hadbeend^uised by 

contriving that an investment 
company would, bid for the 
shares be wanted. We were 
bonified by his presence, but we 
failed to see that it was an ex- 


n normal b usiness Mnj Thatrh - 
er had so weakened foe trades 
unions by removing their legal 
privileges, that foe print work- 
ers could no longer maintain 
their stranglehold and Rupert 
Murdoch had demonstrated 
their sudden loss of power by 
his success in decamping from 
Fleet Street to Wbpping in east 
London, leasing behind his 
unionised employees. 

It first became evident dur- 
ing the severe recession of the 
eariy 1990s foar foe assumption 
of ■normality was unsafe. This 
slowdown in economic activity 
was particularly painful for 
newspapers. It wasn’t confined 
to industrial workers in foe 
Midlands and the North as so 

oftenin tire past; it hh the mid- ' 

dies classes (and foe South- 
East) head on. Its impact upon 
advertising revenues was dev- 
astating .and its effect upon 
circulation income was also 
adverse-Newspaper Publishing 


proceeded to do what normal 
businesses do in such circum- 
stances. They cut out any ac- 
tivities whose benefits, seen in 
a harsh light, appear marginal. 
They forgo new initiatives. 
They reduce costs where they 
can. 

We did all those things. Our 
competitors, however, did noL 
They didn’t cut bade at alL That 
is the point about trophy assets; 
their owners willingly pay for 
their upkeep, even in hard 
times. At all events, we began 
to feel squeezed Wfe had made 
matters more difficult for our- 
selves by launching the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday just before 
foe recession began. Having 
made good profits, we fell into 
loss. 

We became short of capital. 
The iron law began to operate. 
Not all our existing sharehold- 
ers were prepared to subscribe 
new equity. I didn’t blame 
them. Pension funds, unit trusts 
and similar financial iustitutioas 
are unmoved by the supposed 
prestige of owning a national 
newspaper. Their fiduciary du- 
ties force them, quite rightly., to 
focus solely on the outlook for 
profits and dividends. The point 
had thus arrived at which we 
would have to seek a new type 
of shareholder. If we wished to 
avoid being bought tty a single 
individual, sach as foe fate Sir 
James Goldsmith, or Mr Tiny 


Rowland, or Mr Mohammed A1 
Fayed, or whoever, we would 
have to turn to other newspa- 
per companies, so long as they 
were not rivals. They could 
bring us expertise as well as 
fresh capital. The first two 
newspapers to join the share- 
holding group were La Repub- 
blica of Italy and El Pais of 
Spain. Strengthened by the 
capital they subscribed and 
helped by an easing of the re- 
cession, foe losses were 
trimmed back and we began to 
operate at break-even. In fi- 
nancial terms, we were 
stretched but viable. 

The events which led to last 
week’s change of ownership be- 
gan one Friday evening, on 
foe very day when I had asked 
our finamriwl director whether 
he agreed with me that we 
could get by without seeking a 
further capital injection. He 
replied in foe affirmative but 
within an hour or two we dis- 
covered how wrong we were. 

Rupert Murdoch an- 
nounced that The Times was to 
reduce its cover price. A new 
sort of war had begun. Circu- 
lation revenues fell sharply. 
Losses mounted. Independent 
Newspapers, publishers of The 
Irish Independent and The Sun- 
day Independent, and Mirror 
Group, bought out the original 
shareholders and injected fresh 
capital Once again losses were 


hauled back. Until finally Mir- 
ror Group, seeing that its share 
price appeared adversely af- 
fected by its holding in News- 
paper Publishing, whose 
newspapers are so different in 
style to its own, decided to sell 
its holding to foe Irish group, 
which took foe opportunity to 
buy out foe ofoer shareholders, 
including El Pais. The Inde- 
pendent and the Independent on 
Sunday have fallen in wifo the 
rest of Fleet Street in having a 
single owner. End of experi- 
menL 

For everybody involved, the 
recent years have always been 
demanding, never less than ex- 
hausting and often traumatic. 
The saving grace, however, has 
been that foe newspapers have 
never once fallen short of the 
aspiration enunciated by their 
titles - to be independent. Tb 
my knowledge, no shareholder 
has ever tried to influence foe 
reporting of foe news or foe 
opinions expressed. 1 believe 
this will remain the case. The 
new owner is the largest pub- 
lisher of broadsheet newspapers 
in foe world, employing more 
than Z000 journalists in Ireland. 
South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand. As well as in- 
tegrity, it brings two boons, sta- 
bflity and resources. That is why 
I look forward with optimism 
while regretting the dream 
unrealised. 
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Golden handshake boosted Lord Simon’s BP pay packet to £599,000 


By Michael Harrison 


LORD SIMON of Highbury, who re- 
signed as chairman of BP Iasi May to lake 
up a minis terial post in Tony Blair's gov- 
ernment. received £599,000 &um the com- 
pany in 1997, including a discretionary 
payment of £240.000 in recognition of his 
36 years service. 

BP’s annual report and accounts show 
that Lord Simon received a fixed fee of 
£326,000 for his four months employment 
with the company and shares worth a fur- 


ther £273,000, paid out under BP’s long- 
term performance plan. 

Lord Simon’s total pay from BP was 
almost six times the amount Mr Blair drew 
as Prune Minister and nearly 12 times the 
amount he was entitled to as a minister of 
state in the House of Lords. 

Lord Simon has waived his entitlement 
to the £51,838 salary he is allowed to draw 
as Minister for Hade and Competitiveness 
in Europe. However, he continues to re- 
ceive a pension from BP. 

A BP spokesman said the decision to 


make the ex gratia payment of £240,000 
to Lord Simon was not unusuaL “The 
board decided to give him an honorarium, 
which is quite common when people retire 
fromBP.” 

Shortly after taking up the .post Lord 
Simon was criticised by John Redwood, the 
shadow trade and industry secretary, for fail- 
ing to disclose his ownership of BP shares. 
He subsequently sold all his 275,688 shares 
in the company in August, included those 
awarded last year under the long-term per- 
formance plan. 


Lord Simon took advice from the Per- 
manent Secretary at the Department of 
Hade and Industry on his BP shares. He 
did not sell them immediately he entered 
government because he was in possession 
of price-sensitive information, but nor did 
he transfer them to a blind trust as other 
ministers have done in the pasL The prof- 
it macte on his BP shares be tween May and 
August was donated to charity. 

The annual report also shows John 
Browne, BP’s chief executive, took home 
£L76m, including £821,000 awarded to him 


under the company’s long-term perfor- 
mance plan. This year he stands to receive 
a maximum award worth £815,000 under 
the scheme. 

The 365 BP executives who are partic- 
ipate in the plan stand to receive shares 
worth £22m this year. Awards under the 
scheme are based on growth in total share- 
holder return. 

In the three years front 1995 to 1997 - 
die period over w hich the 1998 award will 
be based - BP’s total shareholder return 
was 195 per cent, “beating the market- 


Retail dip threatens 
Sports Division float 



By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

THERE is growing concern 
that the £350m Rotation of 
Sports Division, the sports re- 
tailer, may have to be post- 
poned because of the recent 
slowdown in sales on the high 
street. There is a crunch meet- 
ing later this week between the 
company and its advisers where 
they will decide how best to 
proceed. 

Some analysts said it looked 
increasingly unlikely the fast- 
growing group would come to 
the market in April or May as 
originally planned. This timing 
had been seen as auspicious 
with the World Cup coming up 
in June. 

Any postponement would be 
a significant blow not just for the 
company but the whole sports 
goods sector which has enjoyed 
a huge boom on the back of the 
rising popularity of brands like 
Adidas, Rfiebok and Nike. 

But it is thought that sales 
have been slower since Christ- 
mas and the whole retail sector 
has been suffering from the 
impact of higher interest rates. 
Sports Division's shops have 
been holding big clearance sales, 
indicating that they have been 
struggling to shift unsold stock. 

John Richards, ar the com- 
pany's broker Nat West Securi- 


ties, said the timing of the float 
bad never been stated, but said: 
u We will go when the market 
conditions are right. The 
timetable is not set in stone." 

The company would not 
comment on the possibility of 
its float being pulled. However, 
a spokesman added: “Sports Di- 
vision does not have an absolute 
requirement to float because the 
company can comfortably fund 
its aggressive expansion pro- 


gramme through cashflow. It 
can pick its moment as to when 
it floats.” 

Nick Bubb, retail analyst at 
SG Securities said: "If demand 
is slackeningwhicfa maybe due 

tn changing fashion fr «nfk pr t he 

wider economic backdrop, and 
the supply is mcreaang because 
of the aggressive expansion 
p lans of these companies, then 
that is bound to affect 
profitability. 


US bookseller plans joint venture 
with Ottakar ahead of flotation 


BARNES & NOBLE, the Amer- 
ican bookseller is looking to rat- 
ter the UK book market 
through a joint venture with Ot- 
tabar’s, the British rfiafn that 
is planning a stock market 
flotation next month, writes 
Nigel Cope. The two companies 
have held discussions about 
working together on opening 
Large book superstores in town 
centres. 

It is also understood that 
Barnes & Noble looked dose, 
ly at both Dillons and Water- 
stone’s about possibly buying 
one or both of the chains before 
they joined forces as part of the 
new HMV Media Group. 

The move would trigger a 
major shake-up in (he UK book 


market which has consolidated 
over the last six months. It 
cotrid spark a price war as ft has 
built its reputation on rnttmg 
prices in order to drive sales 
higher and build market share. 

James Homage, Ottakar’s 

managing director would OOt 

confirm the talks but said: “We 
know the people at Baines & No- 
We and we talk to them from 
time to time. But we axe com- 
mitted to the flotation and we be- 
lieve this is the bestway to take 
advantage- of ihe opportunities 
in this dynamic market.”. . 

Barnes & Noble has been 
looking at the UK market for 
some time and had a foam of 
staff here last year looking at 
potential sites. 


"These companies sell the 
same stuff at the same prices 
and there is not a lot to distin- 
guish one from other. The mar- 
ket has been uneasy for some 
time about the amount of new 
space they are adding and de- 
mand has cooled since Christ- 
mas. That is not a happy 
background for a big float like 
Sports Division.” 

Sports Division has mote 
than 250 stores and was trans- 
formed by the purchase of the 
Olympus Sports shops from 
Sears in 1995. Philip Green, the 
former Amber Day chairman, 
brokered that deal and now has 
a 13 per ceat stake in Sports Di- 
vision as a result 

It is understood that when 
the company floats Mr Green 
has given an undertaking to sell 
his entire holding. It is possible 
that if the company decides to 
delay its float Mr Green's stake 
may be acquired by the com- 
pany or by institutions : 
Sports Division, led by the 
chief executive Tbm Hunter, has 
been battling with rival sports 
retailers such as JJB Sports, 
John. David Sports, All Sport 
and Hist Sport, which is part of 
Blacks Leisure. • 

It is expected to record sales 
of £310m this year. Its financial 
adviser is SBC Warburg Dillon 
Read with NatWest Securities 
acting as stockbroker. ■ • 





Tom Hunter, Sports Division chief executive (left), with Jackie Stewart, former raring driver 


US bidders for Energy dash 
over $2.8bn Texas share plan 


Yorkshire moves to deter carpetbaggers 


By Michael Harrison 

A FRESH WAR of words 
broke out last night between 
the rival US bidders for Energy 
Group after one of them, 
Texas Utilities, was forced to 
disclose that it may issue 
shares worth up to S2.Sbn to 
help finance its offer for the 
company. 

The rival bidder PacifiCorp 
said the statement, made at the 
request of the Takeover Pan- 
el. raised questions about 
whether Texas could issue that 
amount of equity. PacifiCorp’s 
advisers also suggested it cast 
doubt on Texas' ability to fi- 
nance the S lObn debt facility 
it is using to finance the bid. 

Texas is bidding 340p a 
share for Energy Group, the 
parent company of Eastern 
Electricity, valuing the com- 
pany at £4.45bn. This com- 
pared with an S20p-a-share bid 
from PacifiCorp. 

Texas, which is advised by 
Lehman Brothers and Merrill 
Lynch, will pay oui a total of 
S237m in fees if its bid suc- 
ceeds. This is about twice the 
level of fees being paid by Paci- 
fiCorp. which is advised by 
Goldman Sachs. 


The Texas offer trumped a 
820p-a-share bid from Pacifi- 
Corp. However, PacifiCorp al- 
ready has regulatory approval 
for its bid while Texas will have 
to wail until next month to see 
whether it has escaped a re- 
ferral to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

PacifiCorp also questioned 
why the full extent of Texas' 
plans for issuing equity were 
not disclosed in its offer doc- 
ument, when it was published 
last week. 

A Texas spokesman re- 
sponded by saying: "We are de- 
lighted to have been given the 
opportunity to demonstrate 
that we have the capacity to is- 
sue equity, unlike others.” 

Texas said that the $2.8bn 
would be made up of $15bn of 
equity and the balance in pref- 
erence and convertible secu- 
rities. The company has 
already said that up to 20 per 
cent of its offer could be met 
by issuing shares. At the time 
of its bid it also indicated its 
intention to issue about $1.4bn 
of new equity after it had ac- 
quired Energy Group. 

If it raises as much as 
$2.Sbn in shares, then nearly 
40 per cent of the bid wiQ have 
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been equity financed. Pacifi- 
Corp's bid is 25-30 per cent eq- 
uity financed. 

About 20 per cent of 
Energy Group's shares are 
held by US investors in the 
form of American Depository 
Receipts. 

However, it is highly un- 
likely that all these share- 
holders will take Texas paper 
whilst virtually all the UK in- 
stitutions are guaranteed to 
take the cash. 

Texas is paying its two fi- 
nancial advisers, Lehman 
Brothers and Merrill Lynch, 
$20m in advisory fees. How- 
ever, its offer document shows 
that total fees, costs and ex- 
penses associated with the of- 
fer will be £144m or 5237m. 
The credit facility has been 
arranged by Lehman, Merrill 
Lynch and Chase Manhattan. 

Erie Nye, chairman of 
Texas, said the acquisition of 
Energy Group was consistent 
with its strategy of delivering 
long-term earnings growth. 
However, PacifiCorp chal- 
lenged Texas to say whether 
the deal would be earnings 
enhancing or dilutive if it is- 
sued as much as SZSbn in new 
equity. 


INTEREST RATES 


By Andrew Verity 

YORKSHIRE Building Society 
is looking at introducing a new 
scheme to beat off carpet- 
baggers which aims to turn all 
new savers into long-term ac- 
count holders. 

The move would encour- 
age new savers not to withdraw 
money for at least two years - 
or miss a large bonus ' paid to 
long-term savers. This would de- 
ter short-term carpetbaggers 
from withdrawing money im- 
mediately after a windfall gain. 

Yorkshire last year attempt- 
ed to stop carpetbaggers dis- 
rupting its business by boosting 
ite minimum opening balance to 


£2,000 on share accounts - the 
accounts which give members a 
chance to vote on whether to 
float a society. 

Smaller savers have been 
offered deposit accounts with no 
votes and no entitlement to a 
windfall But from July, the 
Building Societies Act 1997 win 
bar Yorkshire from offering 
non-voting accounts unless cus- 
tomers insist on them. Unless 
Yorkshire drops the mi nimu m 
balance, it could cut itself out of 
the market for small savings. 

David Anderson, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Yorkshire, said: 
“After July we can only offer 
share accounts and not the de- 
posit accounts we have offered 


to smaller savers. That could 
mean we lose our ability to of- 
fer accounts to small savers, 
which is not a position we want 
to be in.” 

The scheme, which is one of 
several options being consid- 
ered, would mean that long- 
term savings accounts would 
become the staple product of 
the Yorkshire. . 

The society, which has more 
than a million members, ad- 
mitted the scheme would not 
stop members voting for con- 
version. But it would stop votes 
being distorted by temporary 
members who stayed only to 
wait for a windfall 

Other options to . put off 


carpetbaggers include adopting 
a tactic used by rival buQding so- 
ciety Nationwide, where new 
savers have to sign away their 
windfall rights to charity. Ybrk- 
shire would use the same 
method but would give mem- 
bers their windfall rights back 
after a set number of years. 

The Yorkshire yesterday said 
its mortgage customers had al- 
ready saved more over two 
years in lower rates than cus- 
tomers of Bristol & West re- 
ceived in win dfall payouts. A 
customer with a £50,000, vaii- 
able rate mortgage, bad saved 
£420.92 compared with cus- 
tomers of the Halifax. 

Mr Anderson added that 


Misconduct findings condemn former top UK accountants 


By Roger Trapp 

THE ACCOUNTANCY pro- 
fession has freight to a dose one 
of the darkest chapters in British 
corporate history with the an- 
nouncement of findings of pro- 
fessional misconduct against a 
firm that was fonneriy ODe of the 
UK’s leading chartered ac- 
countants, and three individuals. 

The Joint Disciplinary 
Scheme last night said its tri- 


bunal had censured Spicer & 
Oppenbeim, which subse- 
quently became part of what is 
now DeJoitte & Tbuche, and or- 
dered it to pay £100,000 towards 
the costs of its executive coun- 
sel after finding evidence of 
omissions in its audit of Atlantic 
Computers. Serious contingent 
liabilities in the 198S accounts 
brought down the leasing firm 
and contributed to the collapse 
of its parent company, British 
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& Commonwealth Holdings, 
in 1990. 

The tribunal also ordered 
that Peter Goldie, at the time 
a director ofboth companies, be 
censured and excluded from the 
Institute of Chartered Account- 
ants for his role in the presen- 
tation of Atlantic's misleading 
1988 accountants and BScCsms- 
leading 1989 interim statement 

At the same time, the disd- 
piinary scheme, the boefy that in- 


vestigates the most serious al- 
legations against membecs of the 
accountancy profession, cen- 
sured two former directors of 
the group of companies bead- 
ed by the late Robert MaxwdL 
They are Michael Stoney, a 
director of Minor Group News- 
papers in 1991, and Jonathan 
Fbrd, former finance director of 
the Maxwell-related company 
London and Bishopsgate 
Investment Management. 


TOURIST RATES 


In 1996 Mr Browne's total remunera- 
tion was higher at £2.46m but this included 

a fl ,72m payment under a previous five- 

year incentive scheme. _ 

Mr Browne’s remuneration, excluding 

his long-term share award, rose by 25 per 
cent to £938,000. reflecting the bumper year 

enjoyed by BP. _ , _ 

Replacement cost profit before cxccp- 
tional items rose by 13 per cent to £lfl22bn, 
return on capital employed reached 17 per 
cent and BP’s debt ratio fell to 23 per cent 
- half its level four years ago. 


Staveley 
chief 
quits on 
profit 
warning 

By Peter Thai Larsen 


SIAYELEY, the troubled engi- 
neering and minerals group, yes- 
terday announced the departure 
of its chief executive along with a 
profit warning and the ka^jj-await- 
ed sale of its two measurement 
businesses. 

Shares in the group fell 9p to 
122p as it revealed that the dis- 
posals would cause it to report a 
pre-tax loss of £74m for the year 
to 28 March. 

The company said Rqy 
Hitchens had ceased to be chief 
executive “with immediate ef- 
fect” and the process of finding a 
replacement had already started. 
Tn the meantim e HanyHilky. the 
chairman, will take over the mn- 
nmg of the minerals division while 
Bob Brown, the finance director, 
will run the services division 

“Roy began to feel an inabili- 
ty to put the problems right,’' Mr 
ThUeysaid. “He was losing share- 
holders’ confidence." 

. Mr Hitchens, who was on a 
two-year rolling contract, was 
paid dose to £600.000 last year. 
However, Mr ThUey said that 
this was swelled by pension con- 
tributions and that discussions 
about bis pay-off, which had only 
just started, would only lake Ins 
basic salary of about £250J300 a 
year into account. 

Staveley has long been criti- 
dsed by institutional investors 
for its performance. Guinness 
ftat Group, the aggressive in- 
vestment group run by Sir Ron 
Brieriey, has l L3 per cent of the 
shares. 

Last tight Blake Nixon, a di- 
rector of GPG, said the an- 
nouncement was “rather 
disappointing” adding that GPG 
would be conaderingitsposition. 
"The financial control has dear- 
ly been weak," he said. 

Staveley has been hying to sell 


year, when it decided to focus on 
its services activities- Its Wrigh- 
Tfrmixsubadiaryistobcsddto 
a management team backed by 
Bexkshue Partners for £44m in 
cash. But Stavdey could not find 
abuyerfarChrtmQsRi*ardscaL 
As a result, the company had de- 
rided to turn over the dMson to 
its management and to ring-fence 
the possible losses, which could 
amount to about £7m. But MrTul- 
ley said that option was murh 
cheaper than dosing down the 


Analysts said the shortfall at 
Stavdey's services divirion was 
more worrying. The company 
said a new management team at 
Integral, its facilities services busi- T 
ness, had reduced the value of 
work in progress and written off 
debts with a value of £3.2m. Asa 



to make a profit of just £100,000 
in the year to Match. 


arrio; 



Australia (dofars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada (J) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 

Rnbnd (markka) 

France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmel) 

K°ng Kong (5) 
Ireland (pans) 


Italy (lira) 2,90. 

japan (yen) 20.83 

Malta (Ora) 0.6376 

Netherlands (guilders) 3 JH 2 

Norway (kroner) n n 

PorujpJ (escudos) 298.93 

Spain (pesetas) 24853 

South Africa (rand) 7.9408 

Sweden (kroner) [2.91 

Switzerland (francs) 22984 

Turkey (Hra) 378,441 

US* ft) 1.6287 

Source Thomas Cook 
Rotes for rntficotion purposes only 
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OUTLOOK 

ON THE NEW CODE. 
FOR FISCAL STABILITY, 
OWNERSHIP OF THE 
BBC, AND EMERSON'S 
BATTLE WITH 
MINORITY 
SHAREHOLDERS 


Brown’s hair shirt will not suit all occasions 


One of the great spectator sports for ob- 
servers of Ken Clarke’s Budgets was 
guessing how man/ years he would put 
off his promise of a balanced budget It 
turned out that the Oarlaaan^Hiedmm 
. term”, when spending And ' reyenues 
would balance, was a irdlmg concept. it 
was always four years from the instant he 
stood op in the House of Commons, 
whisk/ in band, to set out his latest plans. 

In contrast to this “virtue. laW” ap- 
proach, Gordon Brown trumpets austerity 
now. What’s more, he is going to make 
sure every future chancellor follows the 
same path of righteousness. Tbe Code for 
Fiscal Stability will legislate for prudent 
Budgets forever. Each chancellor wiD be 
able to choose his own particular rules, 
whether that means keeping borrowing 
within the level of public investment (Mr 
Brown’s “golden rule”) or the Tbries’ pre- 
ferred goal of government spending 
shrinking as a share of the economy. But 
they will all have to have a rule, publish 
it, and show bow well they are matching 
up to it. 

The new code is meant to do for fis- 
cal policy what Bank of England inde- 
pendence has done for monetary policy. 
The intention is to subject the govern- 
ment’s tax and spending plans to un- 
precedented scrutiny. 

It’s hard to quarrel with this ambition. 
But what will the new code achieve in 
practice? Would ft, for that matter, have 
changed the Ken Clarke approach? The 
answer has to be perhaps but not neces- 
sarily. Extra scrutiny of a mass of Trea- 
sury documents by parliament and the 


National Audit Office would have made 
it a bit more emteuiasangfor him to post- 
pone his target year after year. It would 
also have made pre-election tax cuts, like 
those introduced before the 1992 dextioo, 
. far more transparent and therefore less 
worth gambling on. 

But what a stability code can never do 
is present the Jriad of economic shocks that 
overturn the most prudent plans. Reces- 
sions will always send government bor- 
rowing soaring: Nor can arty code ensure 

that tbe ‘Ereasury’s forecasts for the econ- 
omy and borrowing turn out to be correct 
In the end the Brown proposal 
amounts to little more than window 
dressing. No Chancellor ever wants to run 
an irresponsible policy, even if some of 
them have been easily tempted into it 
when there’s an election to win. These 
days the capital markets tend to keep gov- 
ernments on the straight and narrow far 
better than any rule is ever capable of do- 
ing, Rirthermore, whai sears right for to- 
day can often seem wholly inappropriate 
tomorrow. Government’s always need to 
leave room for some flexibility. Even so, 
the code shows good intentions and is 
therefore generally to be welcomed. 

Leave Auntie 
just as she is 

Nobody doubts the aze of the management 
task facing John Birt, director general of 
the BBC In some respects the BBC’s li- 
cence fee is every chief executive’s dream 


- a guaranteed source of income into tbe 
indefinite future. Unfortunately this 
unique, hypothecated tax is not all upside. 
The fixed licence fee means there is lim- 
ited scope for growing revenue, which in 
torn necessitates spreading a fixed pool of 
money more and more thinly in the fight 
for audience. Furthermore, from this year 
onwards the Beeb will be spending a tenth 
of its revenue annually on the conversion 
to digital. That means less money for pro- 
gramming, less money for troundqg in- 
creasingly fierce competition. 

All the same, h is not dear that mak- 
ing the BBC into an institution mutually 
owned by licence fee payers- as suggested 
in a new booklet by the Institute for Pub- 
lic Policy Research, a left leaning think 
tank - would Solve the problem. There 
would be some potential advantages, ob- 
viously. Removing the BBC from public 
ownership would allow the BBC to raise 
debt without affecting the level of public 
sector borrowing or going the whole hog 
of privatisation, though for what purpose 
tbe IPPR doesn’t say. And mutual own- 
ership might make licence-fee payers 
feel more attached to the BBC as well as 
winking the BBC more answerable to its 
viewers. 

But in the end tbe proposal suffers 
from a fundamental flaw -you cannot pri- 
vatise a tax without allowing people the 
right to opt out of it. The virtue of the 
present licence fee system - which is 
unique to Britain - is its attributes as a 
flat rate tax, affordable to all, capable of 
funding a basic level of quality, public ser- 
vice broadcasting. Tbe moment the BBC 


is removed from the public sector, a size- 
able minority, possibly swelling over time 
to a majority, is going to start wondering 
why they should be paying a licence fee 
at all when they spend their lives watch- 
ing Sky, down the gym or loitering on 
st reet co mers. 

Furthermore, it is questionable that we 
actually want the BBC independently tap- 
ping the papjud markets for extra sources 
of income. The BBC is already a monopoly 
broadcaster in the UK with nearly a half 
of tbe total TV and radio market. That’s 
enough for any organisation, even one prt> 
rfnrfng girli hwrffq g mo numents of our age 

as Tkletubbies and Eastenders. Nothing 
would be gained by attempting to make 
ii more dominant still. The BBC is per- 
fectly all right as it is, thanks very much. 

Pyrrhic victory for 
Astec institutions 

At first glance, Emerson Electric’s deci- 
sion to allow its subsidiary Astec (BSR) 
to pay a final dividend is a victory for in- 
stitutional shar eholders. Tvo months 
ago Emerson threatened any minority 
shareholder in Astec who did not accept 
the US behemoth’s offer of lllp a share 
with a complete suspension of dividends. 
Now it’s performed a U-turn and even 
proposed that one of the directors it vot- 
ed off the board a week ago be allowed 
bade on. Has all the criticism heaped on 
Emerson and its blue-blooded advisers fi- 
nally made them blush? 


Er, not really. In foot, Emerson’s move 
rath"* 1 neatly undermines the court case 
that aggrieved institutional shareholders 
have brought against iL The institutions 
argue that su^jending the dividend unfair ly 
prejudices the rights of minority share- 
holders and the Companies Act forbids 
ibaL But Emerson has paid a dividend. 
Ergo, the institutions’ case is groundless. 

Whether this particular ruse fools a 
High Court judge remains to be seen. In 
the meantime, however, Emerson is 
showing no signs of softening its hard- 
nosed stance. It has pulled out of talks 
with Astec’s independent directors after 
the two rides failed to agree a price. Giv- 
en that Emerson was apparently willing 
to increase its offer by a whole 7p a share, 
that's hardly surprising. The Emerson ap- 
pointees on Astec’s board have also 
banned the four independent directors 
from speaking to anyone without their 
permission. Hardly tbe behaviour of a cor- 
poration that has seen the error of its ways. 

So the law is now tbe institutions' only 
hope, and a fairly flimsy one at that. But 
whatever the outcome of the case, it's 
clear that the Takeover Code needs 
changing. The current rules are designed 
to prevent a bidder from getting above 
30 per cent without making a full offer. 
The rules should require any company 
wishing to breach the 50 per cent thresh- 
old to make a full offer at the same price 
as it is buying shares. That would have re- 
quired Emerson to make a bid at 153p 
when it raised its stake last March above 
50 per cent. What the institutions would 
give for that price now. 


Emerson changes tactics in 
battle with Astec investors 




i$L 


■ By Peter Thai Larson 

EMERSON Electric, the US 
giant which is battling to take 
full control of Astec (BSR), the 
electronic components group, 
yesterday changed its stance on 
Astec’s dividend and board in 
an attempt to improve Its 
chances of winning the long- 
running battle with Astec’s mi- 
nority shareholders. 

Meanwhile, Emerson also 
^ revealed that talks witfrAatec’s 
independent directors about se- 
curing their recommendation 
for an offer had broken down. 
Emerson and its advisers are 
understood to have been win- 
ing to offer about 118p per 
share, compared to an earlier 
indicative offer of lllp. How- 


ever, Astec’s independent di- 
rectors had held out for more. 

“These discussions have 
now been terminated,’' Emer- 
son said yesterday. The news 
pushed Astec shares down 4p 
to U7p. 

In a statement, Astec’s 
board, which is now controlled 
by Emerson nominees, said It 
bad decided to pay a final 
.^jvide^^mersQniad previ- 
tiosfy threatened tire armpaq/s 
.minority shareholders that" 
was considering cutting the-?, 
dividendnompletety. 7 . ‘ 

Astec’s final dividend has 
been revised from 1.41p to 
L 25 p, malting a total dividend 
of 1.94p. This is still .an increase, 
of 7.8 per cent over 1996. 

Last night. City experts said 


the move was a dear attempt 
by Emerson to undermine the 
court case that institutional 
shareholders in Astec have 
started against , the US com- 
pany. The institutions have ar- 
gued that Emerson's threat to 
cut the dividend unfairly prej- 
udices their interests. They 
also allege that a director nom- 
inated by Emerson forced the 
company to report a lovrer in- 


Astec announced that it would 
ask for Neal Stewart, the 
group's technical director who 
was one of the company’s 
founders, to be reinstated to the 
board at the company's annu- 
al general meeting. MrStewart 
wasemeof Astec’s three exec- 
utive directors who was voted 
off the board by Emerson at an 
extraordinary general meeting 
last week. 


A spokesman for Emerson 
prfeiyteda sbarp r ^ Astec had ghnnt of 10 


inftstec’S share price: 
Emerson said it rejected 
Hie allegations and that it was 
seeking to have the petition dis- 
missed. Tbe company yesterday 
applied to the High Court to 
strike out the proceeding. 

In a further development. 


-rfase£ogs»ieqairmgfr^ 
three directors with its own ap- 
pointees to get a majority. Now 
that it had a majority, it would 
seek to increase the number of 
board members, allowing it to 
bring back Mr Stewart 

Outlook, this page 
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Union officials are furious that BA has provoked a bitter recruitment battle 


* Go ‘beauty contest* triggers 
chaos among airline unions 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 



GO, vhe cut-price offshoot of 
British Airways expected to 
start services in May, is feeing 

a chaotic scramble for members - 

among competing unions after 
a split emerged between the 
main labour organisations. . . 

Some unions yesterday de- 
clared their readiness to enter 
a “beauty con lest” arranged by 
tbe company to see who should 
represent, employees, while 
* others have refiised to have any- 
thing to do with it on principle. 

The deepdifferenoe of opin- 
ion means that while one union 
may be selected by management 
to represent stuff- others wD be 
aedvetyreomting employees in 
■ order to undermine the whole 
. . industrial relations system. 


The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union 
and the MSF white collar union 
have decked to mate presen- 
tations to management in an at- 


LCUJJA iv ~ — - . 

union to represent staff, but tbe 
Transport & General and the 
3MB general union are bitter- 
ly opposed to the arrangement. 
Tbe latter argue that employees 
should choose which organisa- 
tions they want to represent 
them, not employers. An M5F 
source said that his organisation 
would rather participate in a 
beauty contest than allow Go to 
become a non-union company. 

Management wants the- suc- 
cessful union to acquiesce over 
a three-year pay freeze and to 
agree to a system in which up 
to qne-third of employees’ re- 
muneration is made up of per- 


formance-related pay. Union 
officials also point out that 
rates of pay at Go will be 20- 
30 per cent below those at tbe 
parent company BA. 

Sean Keating, a national 
official at the GMB, ,has already 
launched a campaign to recruit 
Go staff together with non 
union members at competing 
cut-price airlines Debonair, 
Ryanair and easyJet He said he 
was “disappointed” that aster 
unions had decided to partic- 
ipate in the process. “When we 
recruit members at Go, it win 
be irrespective of any agree- 
ment reached by management 
with another union,* he said. 

George Ryde, national offi- 
cer ritteT&G,pbmtedom^ 

his union were the largest in the 
industry and would be seeking 
members at the new airline. 


Brown lays 
down law 
on fiscal 
prudence 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


GORDON BROWN polished 
his lion Chancellor image yes- 
terday by announcing that gov- 
ernments will in future be 
required by law to ran a prudent 
fiscal policy. 

Confirmation of his intention 
to introduce a Code for Fiscal 
Stability came a day ahead of a 
Budget expected to be tough on 
spending and borrowing. Al- 
though the government’s fi- 
nances are in better shape than 
he predicted as recently as No- 
vember, tbe Chancellor has 
made ft plam be will not ease his 
tax and spending plans. 

The new code will subject 
levels of tax and expenditure to 
stricter parliamentary and pub- 
lic scrutiny. It is intended to mir- 
ror the transparency in interest 
rate policy resulting from the 
Bank of England’s indepen- 
dence since last May. 

The Chancellor is deter- 
mined to prevent the British 
economy from reverting to its 
old pattern of boom and bust 
His proposals got a guarded 
welcome yesterday. 

Kevin Darlington at ABN 
Amro sakL “It does open up fis- 
cal policy to much greater 
scrutmy.” Simon Briscoe at 
NOsJoo Europe said firm rules 
would be helpful, but added: “It 
s only a way of dressing up what 
is already accepted practice." 

Mr Brown bias indicated that 
if there’is leeway ft* any increase 
in spending, he win make sure 
this takes place m the second 
half of Labour’s term of office. 
But he is determined to refute 
allegations he is being tough on 
spending now simpty to bufld up 
& pre-election “war chest”. 

Outlook, this page 


Jakarta ‘cabinet from hell’ ponders IMF terms 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 


MIXED SIGNALS emerged 
from the controversial new In- 
donesian ministers as they were 
sworn into office yesterday - 
dubbed die “cabinet from hell" 
-while the international com- 
munity wahed for sigro Jakarta 
might take a more conrihatory 
attitude on implementing eco- 
nomic and financial reform. 

Jusuf Habibie, the new vice- 
president, told visiting Tbkyo of- 
ficials that his country could 
ingdememaflbmtwoixovisbns 
in a 50-poim programme agreed 
with tbe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in exchange for a 
$43bn (£26bn) bail-ouL . 


President Suharto said last 
week that many of the IMF’s 
conditions ran contrary to tbe 
country’s constitution and there- 
fore could not be implemented. 
Mr Habibie was yesterday 
reported as saying that 40 of the 
reforms could be implemented 
soon and eight others could be 
adopted after some revision. But 
he stated that monopolies on the 
spice trade and on agricultural 
products other than rice could 
nor be scrapped. 

But Mohamad “Bob" Hasan, 
the new trade and industry min- 
ister, ami dose business associ- 
ate of the Suharto family, who 
holds the lucrative timber trade 
monopoly, said such monopolies 
sometimes served tbe public 


interest The IMF sees market 
liberalisation as a key aspect of 
economic reform. “Some mo- 
nopolies help the people," he 
said, without being more specific. 

Speaking yesterday in Hong 
Kong, Adam Schwarz, an In- 
donesia expert at tbe US-based 
Council on Foreign Relations, 
said bluntly that “lie Indonesian 
economy is not on the brink of 
coDapse.it is already collapsang". 

He cited the mounting pres- 
sures of inflation, now in the 
range of 200-300 per cent, the 
virtual cessation of imports 
because of the lack of foreign 
banks prepared to accept 
Indonesian letters of credit and 
the breakdown of the internal 
distribution system. 


Mr Schwarz said (hat Ibe cor- 
porate sector was “functional- 
ly bankrupt" and would even be 
so if the local currency appre- 
ciated in value by 50 per cent. 
Moreover there was even worse 
news to come because corporate 
debt accounted for around 80 
per cent of Indonesia's foreign 
debt Most of this debt had been 
saved from default by short-term 
borrowings which will mature 
next month and in May, 
triggering yet another liquidity 
crunch and possible defaults. 

While economic problems 
were multiplying Mr Schwarz 
sensed a “large gap between 
how the outride world and the 
Indonesian leadership perceives 
the crisis". 



YOU KNOW YOUR BUSINESS. 

WE KNOW MILLIONS OF OTHERS. 


Before you deal with another company, well make sure you're in 
good company. WeVe part of EULER, a global credit insurer with 
operations on five continents. Using in-depth local knowledge, we 
can assess the trade risks for your business in any part of the world, 
then insure you against non-payment. Call 01454 204104 and talk 
to EULER Trade Indemnity. The partner for trading in a risky world. 
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6 - 96 % 

£1 - £4,999 


Move 
on up. 

Already many people 
are enjoying the 
benefits of our Direct 
Access Savings Account 
No wonder when it 
offers you: 

• Excellent tiered rates 
of interest. 

■ No minimum or 
maximum deposit. 

• No notice required 
and no penalties. 

• No limit on the 
number of 
withdrawals. 

To move on up, give 
us a call today or 
contact your 
financial adviser. 


0545 55 56 57 
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iterant nd CoaOlm available on 
. *Cnw pa - the ofp of intense 
ytartr Withnm deduction at lower 
tatt Us to eBslWe namspaycts. Bus 
nay *wv. Standard Life Bank Limited tea 
company nattered la Scotland (number 
SC1736SS) ReWuuul Office StanOLod Life 
Home 30 Lothian Bnod Edinburgh EKI 
ZDH. Standard Ufc Bank Limited b a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Tbe Stmdaid 
Ufe' Aautanoe Company and ti a member 
of the SOndanl lilt Group at ccmpatUo. 
for yon prowctJon, lekjrttonociIhwtBbe 
reemded. We may obo monitor tdephone 
caffi to bdp as lmjwme nomnur jcrrtce. 
Sumfaid Ufc Bank Unit'd b a mcmbciol 
the Dcpoat hotvedon Scheme estabRsbed 
under the BanUng Act 1987 ua amended^ 
Payments under the Scheme we limited 
to Wk of a drpMitort total dcpcnlts 
sabHxt to a maslnwwn payment w any 
one drpeuttor of ClS.dilO (or ECU 
20,000 il greater), Eurthtt details of 
the Scheme an available on request. 
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Gallaher allegations 
hit UK tobacco firms 


By Andrew Yates 


MORE THAN £186m was 
wiped off the value of the two 
biggest British tobacco groups 
yesterday after allegations 
emerged over the weekend that 
Gallaher, supplier of brands 
such as Benson & Hedges and 
Silk Cut, knew smoking caused 
cancer almost 30 years ago. 

Shares in Gallaher fell 19p 
to 335p and Imperial Tbbacco’s 
stock gave up 10.5p to 40 Up 
amid fears that the documeuts 
would increase the chance of 
successful litigation against the 
two tobacco giants. 

Anti-smoking campaigners 
claimed an internal confidential 
memo from Gallaher’s former 
general manager of research to 
its m anaging director proved the 
group knew smoking caused 
cancer as far back as 1970. The 
research executive concluded 
that independent research us- 
ing beagles in the late 1960s 
“proves beyond all reasonable 
doubt the causa don of lung can- 
cer by smoke" and that the re- 
search “would appear to 


remove the controversy re- 
ganiing fee causation of the ma- 
jority of human lung cancer.” 

Leigh Day, the solicitors rep- 
resenting 52 lung cancer victims 
in their bid for compensation 
from Gallaher and Imperial, 
said yesterday the new evidence 
significantly raised the chances 
of mounting a successful legal 
daim against the industry. “The 
tobacco companies have always 
maintained that there is no 
proven link between smoking 
and cancer. This blows their de- 
fence out of the window,” said 
a spokeswoman for the firm. 
“This is only one of many doc- 
uments feat win surface over the 
next few months that will 
strengthen our case,” she added. 

Gallaher hit back at the 
claims, saying the memo had 
amply been an initial reaction 
to the research and that it was 
later discounted by the compa- 
ny after being heavily criticised 
in the scientific community. 

A Gallaher spokesman said: 
“Our postion is that the link be- 
tween smoking and cancer has 
not been proved, although we 


agree that smoking is a risk fac- 
tor and that statistics show that 
if you smoke you are more 
likely to get certain diseases,” 
have of course been 
aware of the existence of this 
memo and its publication now 
does nothing to change our 
confidence in our ability to de- 
fend ourselves against litiga- 
tion,” be added 

Qive Bates, director of anti- 
smoking group Action on 
Smoking and Health (ASH), 
said: “This is the great beauty 
of litigation - their internal 
documents show what they re- 
ally knew and how they be- 
haved, and their top executives 
have to take the stand under 
oath. Litigation means the truth 
does actually come out and the 
PR waffle gels taken to pieces." 

The nest stage in the UK ac- 
tion by lung cancer victims will 
take place oo 3 April when a judge 
will be named for the case. The 
full trial is now expected to take 
place next year, after the 
claimants recently won the right 
to fight on under a nowm, no-fee 
agreement with then solicitors. 
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Groupe Chez Gerard, the restaurant company, 
yesterday served up a leap hi first half profits as it hailed 
London as one of the culinary capitals of the world. The 
group, which includes Chez Gerard, Uvebait, . 
Bertorelirs, Soho Soho and Scotts, saw pre-tax profits 
surge 34 per cent to £! .76m for the 26 weeks to 28 
December, from £1 Jim a year ago. Neville Abraham, 


the cha i rm an and chief executive - pictured above 
outside Uvebait, flanked by Laurence Isaacson (left), the 
marketing director, and Ian Holder, finance director - 
said the group had carved a niche in the market. 
"London now has the reputation of one of the 
gastronomic capitals of the world because of the variety, 
quality .and number of its restaurants.” ” 1L " “ 




Newcastle chiefs under fire 
as shares slump by £7m 


By Andrew Yates 


THE STOCK MARKET value 
of Newcastle United slumped 
more than £7m yesterday as the 
Gty reacted negatively to news- 
paper allegations that two di- 
rectors launched an attack on 
the dub's supporters, players 
and managers. 

The shares fell 5 per cent to 
85 -5p as outraged fans called for 

the resi gnatio n of die rhahnnan 

Freddy Shepherd and Douglas 
Halk son of former chairman Sir 
John. The dub is now valued at 
£122m compared to £1 93m when 
it was floated at 135p last year. 

Newcastle has been beset by 
a serious of problems since it 


came to the market which has 
caused its share price to col- 
lapse. Mark Corbidge, the 
group’s former joint chief ex- 
ecutive, quit the board last year 
after just seven months with the 
club. Soon afterwards, Alan 
Shearer, the dub's star £25m 
striker suffered a long-term in- 
jury and plans for a new £90m 
stadium bad to be shelved be- 
cause of planning problems. 

The group's new manage- 
ment team, led by chief execu- 
tive Freddie Fletcher, had 
promised to turn around the 
disappointing performance in- 
cluding plans for a redevel- 
oped 55,000-seater stadium at 
St James' Park. 


Newcastle are now way off 
the Premiership title chase, 
have fallen to a disappointing 
position in the league and the 
latest revelations come as a 
crushing blow to the group's 
credibility in the Gty. 

Newspaper reports suggest- 
ed that Newcastle sold the strik- 
er Andy Cole to Manchester 
United for £7m despite the 
fact that he faced the prospect 
of a career-threatening knee in- 
jury. Manchester United’s as- 
sistant secretary Ken Ramsden 
rubbished the claims. “The sto- 
ry is nonsense. When we signed 
Andy Cole we took all the pre- 
cautions you would be expect- 
ed to take in a transfer," he said. 


Sun Life & Provincial profits leap as 
merger savings beat expectations 


SUN LIFE <fe Provincial 
Holdings, the French-con- 
trolled insurer formed from the 
merger of Sun Life and Axa 
Equity & Law, yesterday un- 
veiled a 54 per cent jump in 
pre-tax profits in the year of 
the merger, writes Andrew 
Verily. 

The group, which a the third 
largest insurer in the UK, also 
surprised the City by revealing 
that savings from tire merger 
were 10 per cent higher than it 
had hoped. 

Shares in the company rose 
20p to 580p, valuing it at 
£4 J4bn. Earnings per share 
jumped by half to 26.8p. 

Pre-tax profits rose to 
£337.7m, 54 per cent more than 


both groups before the merger. 
Operating profits, which ex- 
clude gains from the sale of its 
Irish operations, also grew by 14 
percent 

However, the group warned 
that while its businesses had 
done well, the value of new bust 
ness would be difficult to sus- 
tain because of competitive 
market conditions. 

Mark Wood, chief executive 
of Axa, said: “We don't think 
that our competitors’ pricing is 
sustainable. What we axe saying 
is that we need to get a balance 
between margin and volume. 
Wfe are going far margin rather 
than volume." 

Snn life & Provincial shares 
dosed at 580p, up 20p. 
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Pearson proves 
doubters wrong 


THOSE WHO questioned Marjorie 
Scardluo's ability when she took over 
as chief executive of Pearson at (he end 
of 1996 have been proved badly wrong. 
Under her tenure shares in the infor- 
mation and entertainment conglom- 
erate have gained more than a quarter 
in value. And that's without resorting 
to the kind of drastic surgery Gty opin- 
ion felt that Pearson needed when she 
took the helm. 

Ms Scardino has made some smart 
moves. She's pumped £100m into the 
Financial Times to boost sales in the 
US and continental Europe, and added 
to Pearson's television assets by splash- 
ing out £250m on All American, mak- 
er of Baywatch and The Price is Right. 
However, she’s also had to weather a 
huge false accounting scam at Penguin. 

Meanwhile, disposals have been lim- 
ited. Though welcome, the sale of 
Mindscape, the disastrous computer 
games firm which effectively ended pre- 
vious chief executive Frank Bartow's 
tenure, was hardly a tough dedrion. A 
few minority shareholdings have been 
sold, while a few more will be disposed 
of soon. 

Despite Ms Scardino 's silence yes- 
terday, the for sale sign also appears 
to have bees hoisted over computer 
magazine publisher Future. But tbe sug- 
gestion yesterday that she might for 
now be willing to hang on to stakes in 
the Lazards investment houses, as 
well as Madame Tussauds, was enough 
to wipe 16p off the shares, dragging 
them down to 960p. 

A more important question is what 
Pearson might be thinking of buying. 
The Simon & Schuster publishing as- 
sets, which are currently being auc- 
tioned. are clearly on its wish lisL In 
television, meanwhile, experts believe 
Pearson needs distribution capacity to 
go with its content, so it may be in the 
market for minority stakes in television 
channels in, say, continental Europe. 

Will all this be enough to achieve 
Ms Scardino’s aim of producing 
double-digit earnings growth and dou- 
bling the sze of the business in five 
years? That remains to be seen. The 
15 per cent increase in operating prof- 
its to £323m reported yesterday was a 
good start, but will be harder to repeat 
in future years. 

Hie most important point about 
Pearson, however, is thatwithoutasg- 
aificanr exposure to digital televiskm 
or new media, its shares rely less on 


Pearson: At a glance 

Market value: £15.34bn, share price 950p l-16p) 

Five-year record 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

1.87 1.55 1.83 2-19 2J9 

209 298 385 

27.00 40.40 47.10 

13.00 15.00 16.50 


Turnover (Erin) 

Pre-tax profits (fin) 
Earnings per share (p) 
Dividends per share (p) 


357 

42.90 

18.00 


129 

6.70 

19.5Q 


Operating profits by division 
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hope than many of its peers in the me- 
dia sector. Even so, on a multiple of 
22 times forecast 1998 ea rn in g s, the 
shares axe hig h enough for now. 

Hammerson 
backs the boom 


EVERYBODY in the property indns- 

nyfawonderingjiiStbowtongtbeboom 

will continue. Ron Spinney, Hammer- 
son s chief executive certainly drinks the 
good rimes will continue to rolL 
Hammerson is putting Us money 
where is mouth is, launching an am- 
bitious expansion programme on the 
premise that there is still plenty of de- 
mand for the right-schemes in the right 
place- It {dans to spend £115m out of 
a total f 150m on new UK develop- 
ments, up from £60m last yean And in 


1999 it will plough another £I00m into 
the British property market 

The group is concentrating on cen- 
tral London offices and prime shipping 
centres. It has just bought Britannia 
House, a site near London's Old 
Bailey law courts, and is investing a total 
of £45m to develop the site. 

Hammerson certainly has the fi- 
nancial firepower to fond the invest- 
ment programme. Gearing has fallen 
to 58 percent and net assets per share 
showed a robust 13 per cent increase 
to 439p. Net rental income rose from 
£121 .fitn to £122.7m in 1997, while there 
was an underlying increase m the val- 
ue of Hammerson properties of nearly 
&5 percent 

Hammerson’s shares rose 6p to 
5Q85p yesterday, but stiH do not look 
expensive compared to peers, NarWest 
Securities puts Hammerson on a cur- 
rent net asset value of 456p which rep- 
resents an 11 per cent premium 
compared with a 14 per cent average 


for the property sector. That said, 
concerns remain that the UK proper- 
ty tyde is moving to amatureaage, the 
economy is stowing down, and devel- 
opers migh t be expected to be pulling 
in their horns rather than looking to ex- 
pand. 

And hopes of a btockbuster property 
merger appear to have faded. Haring 
failed to entice rival MEPC into a merg- 
er, it looks like once bitten, twice shy, 
and Hammerson has ruled out another 
deal Hold. 

Bunzl on a roll 
with fresh focus 


WHO SAID the paper and packaging 
sector was duD? Bunzl is producing the 
sort of growth that the average go-go 
pharmaceutical stock would be proud. 
Its 1997 pre-tax profits rose 11 per cent 
to £126m, and without the- problems 
caused by the strength of stetfing, earn- 
ings would have risen by 16 per cent 

Under chairman Anthony Hab- 
good, Bunzl has focused on what it 
knows best, namely malting packaging 
for supermarkets and supplying plas- 
tic caps and plugs. Bunzl has expand- 
ed rapidly by buying wisely and its paper 
operation, traditionally a volatile busi- 
ness, has wisely been slimmed dawn. 

Analysts estimate that Bunzl 
showed organic growth of 8 per cent 
last year, no mean feat for a manu- 
facturer and distributor, by picking up 
share from competitors. This sort of 
heady growth rate will be difficult to 
sustain, however it should still be able 


6 per cent a year. And there are plen- 
ty of acquisition possibilities, especially 
in Europe where its chosen markets, 
remain fragmented. 

Bunzl is still vulnerable to the va- 
garies of the paper price bat has 
proved among the best in the industry 
at coping with its peaks and troughs. 

Bund’s shares have risen by almost 
30 per cen t aver the last few months, 
helped by a resurgence in the value of 
second Jinera as fund man agers search 
for value outside the FTSE 100. And 
the strong results saw tbe stock rise an- . 
other l35p to 287p yesterday. 

Paaznure Gordon has upgraded 
curretir-year profit forecasts by £7m to 
£133m. and by£5m to £ 145m is 1999, 
putting the shares on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 15, felling to 14. Bunzl is stiD 
sitting on an undeserved 20 per cent 
discount to the market, even after its 
recent re-rating. Good value. 



BTR notches up another 
£650m worth of disposals 


BTR, tbe industrial conglom- 
erate, yesterday took another 
step towards reinventing itself 
as a focused engineering group 
with confirmation that it had 
made a further round of dis- 
posals worth £650m, writes 
Terry Mueslis ter. 

Its Australian b idding pmd- 
ucts businesses and Formica 
Corporation have been bought 
in cadi byventure capital group, 
CVC Capital Partners. The 
Australian business was to be 
floated on the local stock mar- 
ket but BTR changed its mind, 
worried about fee effect of the 
Asian econcnnicaisis on Aus- 
tralian stocks. .. 

TWo weeks ago BTR an- 
nounced the sale of its pack- 


aging business for £2^bn to 
Owens-Illinois. Last year BTR 
sold its polymers division to a 
venture capital buyer for 
£515m. 

The moves are part of an on- 
going divestment programme 
announced last September. Pro- 
ceeds are to be used in the pre- ^ 
viously announced £2bn return 
of capital to shareholders. 

Profit from Monday’s sale 
after goodwill already written 
off is £80m. After reinstatement 
of goodwill the loss is £520m. 

BTR said it was “making 
good progress” selling the main 
remaining business in its di- 
vestment programme - namely 
MBCL the US metal building 
components business. 




Brussels gives go-ahead to 
Coopers-PW merger 

THE PROPOSED $13bn (£7.9bn) merger between accoun- 
tancy firms Coopera & Lybrand and Price Waterhouse 
moved a stage closer yesterday, when the European Com- 
mission confirmed it would not issue a statement of objec- 
tions. The move, which follows last week’s approval of the 
deal by the US Justice Department, is expected to be followed 
by formal clearance in about six weeks. It is thought that 
progress was eased after KPMG and Ernst & Young’s rival 
plan was abandoned earlier this year. But both Coopers and 
PW denied reports that they had made concessions in order 
to secure approval. “The deal on the table now is exactly the 
same as we proposed in September,” said a spokesman. 

Scardino growth pledge 

MARJORIE Scardino, chief executive of Pearson, renewed 
her pledge to deliver double-digit earnings growth yesterday 
as the media group reported record annual profits. Pearson, 
owner of the Financial Times newspaper, Madame Tlissauds 
waxworks and TV soap Baywatch, made pre-tax pre -excep- 
tional profits of £285.9m in 1997, up from £25 1.8m a year 
earlier. Ms Scardino said she planned to focus on Pearson's 
main businesses - business information, educational publishing 
and TV and entertainment — while s elling non-core assets 
such as stakes in BSkyB and FI extech. 

Pensions sell equities 

UK PENSION funds made their biggest ever quarterly dis- 
investment from domestic equities in the final quarter of last 
year, selling £7bn worth, according to official figures. This 
was the ninth consecutive quarter of net sales. Although share 
buybacks were part of the explanation for the scale of the 




mg more.heavfiy into gQts and overseas government bonds. 
They were also net sellers of overseas equities. 

Smiths Industries sale 

SMI THS I ndustries is selling its Graseby product-manitoring 
and environmental divisions to Thermo Electron Corp for a 
total of £44m. The consideration indudes repayment of inter- 
company debt. The divisions were formerly part of Graseby 
pic, acquired by S m iths Indu s tries towards the end of 1997 . The 
proceeds from the sale will be used to reduce debt. 
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BA climbs amid hopes of go-ahead for US deal 



MARKET REPORT TEffisrcKXmartetfeswh^ 

ing round to the view that 
British Alt ways is near to 
cli n c hi ng its controversial 
transatlantic alliance with 
American Aidmes. 

• The group’s shares, which 
have sharply under-pec- . 
formed, rose 22p to 596p. 
npRFK - PATM They are still a long wary bo 

rAlN low the 760p achieved nearly 

a year ago but have at least 

climbed from the 499 J5p low 
hit last month. 

BA and its proposed US 
partner have battled long and 
bard and, for a time perhaps 
too belligerently, to win ap- 
proval from the Eurocrats of 
Brussels. Close observes feel 
that after months of uncer- 
tainty the airlines have start- 
ed to decisively win the 
argument and the EU may de- 
mand only modest conces- 
sions. The Brussels decision 
could be known m die next few 
weeks. 

The proposed alliance has 
been under scrutiny for near- 
ly two years wfth many airlines 


objecting to what they saw as 

the creation of a far too pow- 
erful competitor. 

The rest of the market ex- 
perienced a typical pre-Bnd- 
get session with trading 
volume again inflated by bed 
'and breakfast deals. Footsie 
ended modestly higher, US 
points at 5,785.1, with the mid 
and sm»fl caps indices a gain 
stretching to new peaks. 

. Cadbcny Schweppes was 
one of the few Footsie con- 
stituents to reach a new high. 
The shares rose 16p to 833p 
with the market taring an in- 
creasmgjy positive view of the 
soft drink to sweet group's US 
prospects. 

ft splashed oat £L 6 bn for 
America's third largest soft 
drink group three yearn ago. 
The last trading report was up- 
beat and Cadbury’s reduced 
its dependence on US bottlers, 
some owned or related to its 
big rivals, CocfrCob and Pep- 
si Cola, by taking a minority 
interest in a bottling operation. 
. Cable & Wireless again 


drew support from talk of an 
800p a share offer from the 
Continent, gaining lOp to 
720p. Orange, with NatWest 
Securities g gnatlrng a 415p tar- 
get, went to 408p, up 27p. 

ScottishPower surged 
23,5p to 508-5p as two top ex- 
ecutive exchanged j obs and 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
made positive noises. 

The raising of the foreign 
shareholding ceiling lifted 
Rolls-Royce a further 7p to 
282p and British Steel, on re- 
ports that it plans to sell its 
cargo fleet,, put on 45p to 
143.75p. 

liberty In tenia ttorml. the 
financial group seeking a sig- 
nificant acquisition, shaded 
to599-5p. There is talk that it 
had its eyes on GKE, the in- 
surer, off 16-5p to 439p; an- 
odjer rumoured target is Pearl, 
the insurance group now 
owned by Australian inter- 
ests. 

Tesco gained 7p to 538p 
with SG Securities suggesting 
a 650p target Zeneca, off 99p 


at 2,600p, and SmithKline 
Beecham, 20p to 737p,were hit 
by Goldman Sadis caution. 
Hanson, the building materi- 
als group, hardened 13-5p to 
365p following a Panmure 
Gordon push. 

Publisher Reed Interna- 
tional gave up 21p to 578p as 
Cazenove placed 5 minion 
shares. 

Budget nerves produced a 



number of predictable casu- 
alties; Bass fell 12p to l,069p; 
GaIIal>erl9p to 335p and Im- 
perial Tobacco 10Jp to 
40 Up. 

Retailers were anxious 
ahead of February’s shop sales 
figures, due tomorrow. They 
are expected to be depressed. 
Dixons, which is losing its 
Footsie place, fell 6-5p to 
4725p, Boots ll-5p to 89&5p 
and Next 8-5p to 725 _5p. DPS 
Ru n iiMr e.ttffl4pto4l5p.and 
Debenhams, 9-5p to 372p, 
were among other losers. 

Newcastle Utd fell 4 .5p to 
85.5p on tabloid sleaze alle- 
gations and Manchester Utd 
suffered a 7_5p decline to 
151p after the weekend reverse 
against AxsenaL 

Bunting rose 7p to 236 -5p 
on the £24.7m sale of its 
largest aviation business. It at- 
tends to concentrate on its oB 
operations. 

Tele-Cine CcB, a special 
effects film and video group, 
finned to 71p. It is in talks with 
Tbdd AO, the US group. 


which could lead to a bid. 
Waveriey Mining, once riding 

at 132p, rose 7p to 23p after 
recording it was in bid talks. 

Britt ABcroft, the Thomas 
the link Engine group, 
jumped 49p to 24 Up with 
some suggesting a TAklt Disney 
bid was in the offing. Talk of 
in the transport sector 
pushed Prism Rail 54p high- 
er to 465p. 

Fibernet, rolling out a dig- 
ital network, jumped 40p to 
293_5p on weekend comment 
and Rage Software added a 
further 0.75p to 15p following 
its Sony deal 

Hornby, the toy group fell 
l?„5p to 245p after ftiday’s 

takeover deniaL There was talk 
that major shareholders had 
been approached with a 300p 
a share offer. 

Pennant International, a 
maker of computer-based 
training systems, continued 
to attract support following 
Thursday’s placing at 12Sp; 
gaining a further 13p to 
1605p. 


TAKING STOCK 

ATLANTIC Caspian 
Resources, bom out oT the old 

Weddertrarn property group, 
is hoping to emerge as a niche 
oil player. It is betting heavily 
on developments in 
Kazakstan where its first field 
should start producing in a 
few weeks. Chainnan Peter 
Catto, an accountant, believes 
ACR can prosper by 
concentrating no Grids the oQ 
majors regard as too small. 
Kazakstan, he says, is the last 
great oil lottery The company, 
which should announce a 
near break-even result soon, 
will later raise more cash, 
around £3m through, a private 
placing. It has an ADR but 
wants to upgrade its US share 
presence. The AIM-traded 
shares are 2Z25p. 

THING International, the 
budget music group, is 
planning a cash raising 
exercise at 5p a share. Once 
151ft the shares rose 3p to 
8 p. The company suffered a 
£2 m loss last year although 
once exceptional items were 
stripped out it made profits 
of £300,000. 
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Save money 
with 50 phones 
onl bill? 

Cai' O^anae Direct Business Sales 

0800 731 3330 
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Some parts of Europe will be stuck 
with the wrong interest rates 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON THE LAST 
CHANCE FOR 
FINE-TUNING 
CURRENCIES 


TIDYING UP or a taste of the 
problems and pressures to 
come? 

You could say that the ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM) 
currency realignment at the 
weekend was simply a bit of fine- 
tuning ahead of the supposed- 
ly irrevocable decision on the 
currencies of the candidates 
far Economic and Monetary 
Union in May. Taken in isola- 
tion the realignment was a 
straightforward bit of common 
sense. The Greek drachma 
would have needed to be de- 
valued if it were to become a 
credible member of the ERM 
club, given its weak record as a 
currency over the last couple of 
decades. So once the decision to 
join the ERM had been taken, 
the only way of establishing a 
central rate which would stick 
was to give it a bit of margin over 
the current market view and the 
15 percent devaluation seemed 
plausible enough. 

In the case of the Irish 
pound, all that was done was to 
validate the market's view- the 
new central rate in the ERM, a 
revaluation of 3 per cent, is much 
doser to the rale the markets had 
independently deemed appro- 
priate. It fits in, too, with the 
need to find some way of check- 
ing the booming Irish economy. 

Of course in the short term 
it doesn't actually change any- 
thing to change a central rate 
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within the ERM if the curren- 
cy is already wilhin the bound- 
aries of the system. But if the 
market rate were well adrift of 
the central rate come May. 
when the euro conversion rates 
are to be determined, the con- 
version rate would have had to 
have been completely different 
from the central rate, or there 
would have had to be a deval- 
uation of the Irish pound. Given 
the boom, that would have been 
completely inappropriate. 

Just haw inappropriate you 
can see from the top graph, 
which shows how domestic de- 
mand in Ireland has been ris- 
ing at above 6 per cent since 
1994 - higher even that Britain, 
which in turn has been growing 
faster than France or Germany 
every year since then. True, 
there was plenty of slack in the 
economy then (and there is still 
slack in the labour market now), 
but if there had been a devalu- 
ation there would have bad to 
have been either an offsetting 
tightening of fiscal policy or 
higher interest rates. 

The first would have faced 
obvious political objections, 
and the latter would have been 
impossible m the one-size-fits- 
ail European interest rates that 
are the integral part of the sin- 
gle currency. In practice mem- 
bers of the euro-club will not be 
able to have different interest 
rates after May - in fact they 
cannot really have them now. 

Apply the fbur-to-one rule of 
thumb that is sometimes applied 
to the UK (four percentage 
points on the effective exchange 
rate are equivalent to one point 
on interest rates) to Ireland. Hie 
rise in the Irish exchange rate 
that the markets have imposed 
and which has now been vali- 
dated has therefore been equiv- 
alent to a 0.75 rise in interest 
rates - not enough, but a move 
in the right direction. 

But this is the second last time 
that it is going to be possible to 
make this sort of adjustment. The 
final opportunity wQl come in 
May -and I would, incidentally, 
expect another revaluation of the 
Irish pound then. But Once con- 
version rate are fixed, that is it. 
Obvious, yes, but astonishingly the 
policy-makers have only just 
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started to think about the con- 
sequences of this, for h has be- 
come completely dear that parts 
of Europe are going to have a 
prolonged period during winch 
they wQl have the "wrong” in- 
terest rates. Slightly over-simpli- 
fying, the fringe will have rates 
that are too loose and the core 
will have rates that are too tight. 

Think about iL W; know that 
countries are going to have the 
wrong interest rates. In what 
ways will this matter? 

I suppose the starting point 
would be to say that we have 
had situations when countries 
have had the wrong rates in the 
past, either because govern- 
ments (which used to fix short- 
term interest rates in those 
not-at-all -distant days when 
they told central banks what to 
do) made mistakes 

Here in Britain we had too 
low rates in 1986 and 1987 (see 
bottom graph) when we were 
shadowing the mark; then too 
high in 1990-91 when stating was 
part of the ERM. With hindaght 
it was pretty stoopid to have low- 
er rates in the late 1980s boom 
than in theeariy 1990s recession 
but there you are. 


It is also true that you can 
have wrong rates for different 
parts of the country and even for 
different parts of the economy. 
At the moment we have inter- 
est rates that are more-or-less 
appropriate for the South of 
England but are too high for the 
North. We probably have too 
bwrates for parts of the services 
sector, which is booming, and 
too high for manufacturing, 
where output is cu rren lly 
falling. 

So even if you do run your 
own monetary policy you have 
no guarantee you will get it 
right. The problem, 1 suppose 
is that if someone else runs it 
(ie the European Central Bank 
in Frankfurt) you are guaran- 
teed to have the wrong policy 
at various times. Members of 
the euro club will find that 
sometimes monetary policy will 
be too tight; sometimes too 
loose. And there will be noth- 
ing they can do about iL 

The result will be that other 
policies will have to cany much 
more of the burden, lb some ex- 
tent economies are self-adjust- 
ing: people move to better job 
opportunities; those who are left 


gradually accept lower wages; 
costs in booming areas rise and 
start to choke off the excess de- 
mand Expect over the next four 
or five years the fringes of Eu- 
rope to boom and the core to 
decline, an interesting reversal 
of the trends for most of the Eu- 
ropean Union's history. 

But there are limits to self- 
adjustment, particularly within 
Europe where cross-bonier mi- 
gration is still quite limited. 
Much of tbe burden will in prac- 
tice fall on fiscal policy - or so 
it is fashionable among econo- 
mists to claim. 

I have a problem here. Fm 
not sure that fiscal policy works 
very well any more. Govern- 
ments cut taxes but instead of 
spending the money voters save 
it, as in Japan. Governments 
raise taxes, as they have done 
here, but we bound on regard- 
less. We ran an enormous fiscal 
deficit in the earfy 1990s but the 
recovery did not come till they 
cut interest rates and let tbe cur- 
rency go. The one-size-fits-all 
monetary policy puts an addi- 
tional burden on fecal policy just 
at the time when ft appears to 
have become much less effective. 
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THE FALL-OUT from the “merger” between 
SBC and UBS continued yesterday with 
nearly a score of UBS people getting jobs at 
two rival investment banks. - 

Panmure Gordon mapped up a dozen UBS 
staff, mostly equity traders, led by Richard 
Hine and Colin Grim wood. Panmure 's bead 
of trading Steven Dafby also recruited two 
senior institutional salesmen. Gordon 
Richards and Michael Hoffmann. 

On tbe same day NatWest Securities, tbe 
European equities arm of NatWsst Markets, 
hired seven analysts from UBS, including 

Richard Hannah and Matthew O'Keeffe, who 

have been ranked number one and number 
two transport analysts respectively for the past 
five years. NalV/est also hired two analysts and 
two corporate brokers from other banks. 

But the journey for the ex-UBS people 
won't end there. These individuals recruited 
by Nat West “will be part of the European cadi 
equities businesses being sold to Bankers 
Trust", according to the bank. The sale 
should be completed during (he second 
quarter of this year. 

The other UBS refugees are Andrew 
Beale, who analyses telecoms companies. Ian 
Tiunec, who covers the UK electricity sector, 
Richard Franklin on specialist sales for util- 
ities, and Barry H addon on media. 

Nat West has also hired Christian Stark 
from UBS in Switzerland lo research medium- 
sized Swiss companies. Lesley Watkins and 
Nicola Stevens join NalWcst in the UK from 
UBS’s corporate broking side. And finally Tim 
Owen joins from HSBC James Capel as a food 
manufacturing analyst, and Marc Duschenes 
recently joined from BZW to work on UK 
food retail research. 

PROPERTY agents Hannan Healy are 
putting an interesting site up for sale in their 
next auction on 1 ApriL The 181-acre rite in 
Greenwich, London, contains “a temporary 
structure currently under construction for use 
as an exhibition hall.” 

The firm, quoted in Estates Gazette mag- 
azine, says passible future uses for the hail 
include "storage of white elephants, a red 


herrine pickling plant, a ‘poppadimie facto- 
for «-Cbinc. mo- 

Sere." Hannan Healy aft's the 

to a Mr P Mandelson on a short Ic4». c d 

ingin December 21)01. , 

Jonathan Radgkk. Hannan Healy s auc- 
tioneer, says the last time the firm held an auc- 
tion on 1 April was roughly lOyt^ a^.whcn 
Ronald Reagan was President. Wl put «**■ 
White House in our catalogue, with R Reafc.m 
on a regulated tenancy." Thcygota fow re- 
quests for more information backthun. and 
Mr Radgick wouldn't be surprised if they gpi 
some enquiries about the dome this Apnl. ■ 
Tb mark their last April Fool's Day Sgjxrf 
ibev baked a huge cake in the shape of ihe Wine 
House and auctioned it off for charuy. ”L n- 
fortunatdy the dome isn't very conducive to 
cakes,” said Mr Radgick. it* the nlm So 
this time we’ve written to the Millennium 
Dome Experience. Company asking for u cou- 
ple of free guided lour* around the dome.” 
Tbe catalogue cutty for the dome site con- 
cludes with a caution, a particularly suitable 
one in the week of the Budget speech: “Pur- 
chasers ore warned that the register of con- 
taminated land contains records of high 
levels of natural gases in connection with the 
rite, much of which emanates from the West- 
minster area.” 

YESTERDAY'S press conference for Pear- 
son’s results kicked off with a corporate video 
featuring Richard Lambert, editor ot the Fi- 
nancial Times, appearing as a talkmg head on 
several American TV shows. Mr Lambert is 
of course spearheading the FT'S expansion in 
the US from their offices in New YorL 
After the video finished. Marjorie 
Scanting, chief executive of Pearson, wryly re- 
marked that it showed that Bsarson had spent 
£100m “making Richard Lambert a TV 
star”. When a journalist asked whether FT 
Television would launch another channel in 
order to capitalise on Mr Lambert's obvious 
broadcasting talents. Ms Scardino declared: 
"What a horrible thought.” 

She then followed up: “No. Wc can make 
much more money hiring him out to all the 
other channels.” 

SAM JAFFA, senior spokesperson for Price 
Waterhouse, has had a spot of bother with his 
book. Safe as Houses, a short history of 
financial scandals published a year ago. 

The affable Mr Jaffa admits: “The pub- 
lishers. Robson Books, fold me that the phrase 
'safe as houses' doesn't mean anything to 
Americans. So the parperback version of the 
book is going to be called Great Financial 
Scandals.” ■ 

That’s more like iL Although you would 
have thought Mr Jaffa, who spent two years 
in the US as a BBC correspondent, would have 
been more au fait with American use of Eng- 
lish. “Obviously 1 didn't spend long enough,” 
admits the ever- modest author. 

J SAINS BURY has appointed Sir George 
Bull, the chairman of Diageo arid former 
group chief executive of Gnuid Metropolitan. _ 
as deputy chairman with effect from April 20. 
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Drugs trial casts 
shadow on world 

In Berlin, former East Germans whose doping skills created a 
medal machine go on trial this week. Imre Karacs, in Bonn, says 
the repercussions will be felt fer beyond the Federal Republic 


THE Spotlight is about to fall 
Pon the dark secrets of East 
Germany’s phenomenal sport- 
ing achievements. Nearly a 
decade after the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall, the first indict- 
ments are ready, and the van- 
guard of those who relied on 
drugs to enhance sporting 
achievement will go on trial in 
the fortress-like courthouse of 
Berlin’s Moabit district 
Four swimming coaches and 
two doctors stand accused of 
inflicting grievous bodily harm 
on athletes, but this is only the 
begi nni n g . A team of 60 special 
prosecutors has spent the past 
few years sifting through cap- 


xice. Their list of suspects 
currently runs to 680 names. 

They axe the coaches, doc- 
tors, physios and dub officials 
who had turned East Germany 
into the most prolific medal- 
winning 

machine in history. That those 
unbeatable heptathletes did 
not get their Weeps just Cram the 
weight training was already 
obvious, but the investigation 
has revealed far more wide- 
spread and systematic doping 
than was ever suspected. At the 
latest count, some 2JOOO athletes 
had at one time been on per- 
fonnance- enhanring fo-ngn 

Wben the trials are over, 
record books may have to be 
Erased. The prosecutors will tty 
to protect the identities of the 
vic tims - the athletes who 
simply could not lose against 
then f^le Western opponents. 
But many will be found out, and 
their chafing -often unwitting 
- will reverberate around the 
world. 

However shocking it may 
seem that the Communist 
regime had sent an army of 
doped-op beefcakes into battle 


against the decadent West, the 
real scandal is yet to emerge. 
For the cadre who srand accused 
of relying on drugs to mate the 
GDR great were immediately 
hired by the former enemy, 
and have been minting gold for 
their new masters ever since. 
Most of the 680 remain in em- 
ployment, in Germany and 
many other countries of the 
world. 

The first batch, who go cm 
trial tomorrow, had all worked 
for the swimming section of 
Dynamo Berlin, the Stas?s very 
Own dub. The most p ro m in e nt 

of them. Dieter lindanaun, was 
coaching Franmka van 
Almsick until very recently. 
Rdf GtSser, another accused. 


in Anstria when he was charged. 
Volker Rischke also remained 
in the coaching business in 
Germany. Only one of the four 


the use of drugs. Dieter Kranse, 
has failed to find a job in sport 

The charge sheet names 17 
athletes whose health was 
destroyed by the anabolic 
steroids they had been forced to 
take. One teenage gid grew a 
beard as a result of the ‘'vitamin 
pills”. Another developed a 
deep voice. The “side-effects” 
catalogued in die Stasi files in- 
dude hormonal imbalance, loss 
of 

libido, damage to the liver and 
reproductive organs, mood 
changes and depresskm. The in- 
vestigators have aHst of 350 ath- 
letes who still suffer from the 
effects of the enforced med- 
ication, and four fatalities. 

The Moabit couxt, which 
had been grappling with mur- 
derous border guards by the 
Wfcll and foe politicians be- 
hind foe trigger, has its work cut 
oat After this case, swimming 


sections of 10 other dubs wiD 
be processed. Women’s swim- 

ming was the mo6t methodically 
drugged East German sport 
and the most successful. 

Most of foe athletes in- 
volved are dreading their mo- 
ment of fleeting feme, but some 
can hardly wait. Rica Remjcch, 
three-times Olympic swimming 
gold medallist, is one of foe few 
to publicly denounce their tor- 
mentors. 

*T was 14 when my coach, 
Uwei Neumann, first handed 
over foe blue pills,” she recalled 
in a magazine interview last 
year. "He said: ‘Come, little 
girt, swallow these vitamins. 
'Ybthlrecovarbener.’Tbdsy, the 
same Mr Neumann works at the 
Olympic training centre in 
Leipzig. HarfrJoachimWmdQe^ 
ano&erwho is accused of prop- 
agating performance-enhanc- 
ing drugs, also wmks as a doctor 
at foe Olympic centre in Berim.” 

May be not for much 
longer. These gentlemen axe 
now helping Berlin prosecutors 
with their inquiries. Cases are 
also being put together against 
other perpetrators in different 
sports. When the court is fin- 
ished with swimming h will 
turn to athletics, followed by 
rowing, canoeing, weightlifting 
and cycling. 

Did not the East Germans 
do well in these sports? And 
are not the unified Germans 
stiD performing amazingly well 
in foe same disciplines? Per- 
haps it is a mere coincidence, 
but foe leading German ath- 
letes today tend to have East 
German coaches, many of 
whom are on the list of 680. 
Among the suspects are a for- 
mer doctor of last year’s Tbur 
de France winner, Jan Ull- 
rich. The Olympic champion, 
Dagmar Hase, is also in dan- 



Clean sweep: The former coach of Fraradska van Almsick is among those facing doping charges Photograph: Reuters 


ger of losing her coach, Bernd 
Hermeberg, who used to train 
another former swimming star, 
Kristin Otto. 

In women’s swimming, it 
appears frvos impossible to stay 
away from all the drugs- At the 
World Qramjrionship& in Perth 
early this year, the Australian 
hosts objected to foe chief of 
foe German team, WinjEried 
Leopold. Unlike most of his 
colleagues, Leopold had con- 
fessed to have known about 


doping, and served a four-year 
suspension after the fall of foe 
WalL The German authorities 
backed him in foe dispute with 
the Australians and won, 
though mainly because the fo- 
cus suddenly -and memorably 
- shifted to foe contents of a 
Chinese suitcase. 

The incident, nevertheless, 
gave a foretaste of further em- 
barrassment when other train- 
ers manufac turing medals for 
Germany are eventually un- 


masked. For whatever might 
have been foe failings of East 
Germany, their coaches are re- 
puted to be the best in foe 
world. No German club can 
afford to shun their services, 
and many of them are going to 
estraordmazy lengths to protect 
their new employees. 

The Berlin investigators 
complain of lack of co-opera- 
tion, not only from foe dobs 
but also from national federa- 
tions. Questionnaires are not 


being returned, inquiries are 
blocked in high places. Sport, 
it appears, simply does not 
want to know what went on in 
the East, because too many 
skeletons are rattling in cup- 
boards in foe West. 

Life would be so much sim- 
pler if everyone would forget 
about foe past The world of 
sport in Germany is rooting for 
an uneventful trial in Berlin, 
but it is likely to be disap- 
pointed. 


Rise for 
Rusedski 
despite 
defeat 


DESPITE losing to Chile’s 
Maredb Rios in the final of foe 
ATP Champions’ Cup in Indi- 
an Wells, Greg Rusedski, foe 
British No 1, is pleased with his 
start to foe new season. 

"It has been a positive stmt 
to foe season so far. I was just 
one match from getting into the 
top force in foe world and it puts 
me into striking distance of the 
top players. 

*Tm only a few points behind 
| them so it’s a positive thing. If 
I have a good week I can actu- 
ally move into foe top three." 

Although he lost 6-3, 6-7, 
7-6, 6-4 on Sunday, Rusedski 
managed to climb a place, to 
five, in the rankings, but his 
British compatriot Thn Henman 
dropped from 19 to 20. 

Henman, who lost in foe first 
round, slipped a place because 
Austrian Thomas Muster 
reached the semi-finals of the 
same tournament. Muster rose 
from 22 to 17. 

Meanwhile Rusedski and 
Henman will lead the British 
challenge in foe Davis Cup tie 
against Ukraine in the 
Euro/African Zone Group One 
at Newcastle from 3 to 5 April. 

David Lloyd, the British cap- 
tain, has nominated five players 
- Rusedski, Henman, Andrew 
Richardson, Nefi Broad and 
ArvindPanuar- from whom foe 
final team of four will be chosen. 

Parmar, foe 19-year-old 
Hertfordshire prospect, is like- 
ly to stand down but he will have 
useful experience with foe squad. 

Lloyd also has to decide 
whether to play Rusedski and 
Henman in foe doubles as well 
as the singles. Broad is a dou- 
bles specialist but may not be 
chosen if foe tie is dose. 

Britain met Ukraine in Kiev 
last July and only won 3-2 after 
Rusedski and Henman had both 
lost to Andrei Medvedev. 


PHILIPS 
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Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League, 
The league table includes ail scores up to 
February 8th. The player list includes scores 
from all games played until March 15th. Nei- 
ther set of scores includes results from the FA 
Cup. The overall winner at the end of the sea- 
son will win a pair of tickets to the World Cup 
finals m France this summer. 


Busy time one of pan- players score you gel four points. Than? 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their 
team keeps a dean duet U a player scores foe winning goal, 
Lc.: if there is a one goal difference In the scoreline, the play- 
er scoring the final goal for foe winning team is awarded 1 
bonus point awarded in addkkn to standard goal related points. 
Each successful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead 
diiwtty to a goal, will pw a player 3 points. The opinion of 
our experts on the matter is final Each player selected and 
starting a game will be awarded one point. 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a 
player is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager foal you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point is awarded 
if they draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tbesday in The Independent and repeated the fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 


Independent Fantasy Football 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST- 15 MARCH 


LEAGUE TABLE 


CALCULATED on MATCHES PLAYED FROM • AUGUST - a MARCH 

POS NAME TEAM POfN 


GOALKEEPERS 


M r P Edmlngton 
X Mr" ] Hare* 

Mr A Choudf 


Mr D Evans 


4 Mr J Cox 

8 Mr D Biter 


BoothMEDdOU 


SouthvUte FC 






The Untouchable* 


t frArdur N°Wrjaht 

gTi^T 

MrAWinfi row T ffgjJjSg 



■8 49 4,11 

0 0 LO 
10 30 10 
2 51 401 

0 7 L5 

6 41 L0 

0 12 10) 

1 54 52 

0 K IS 

1 57 L2 

0 66 LO 
0 0 L0 
5 42 22 
0 27 LO 
0 0 L0 

0 0 L0 

1 66 L2 

0 0 L6 
D 24 30) 

0 4 L5 

10 73 33 

0 1 L2 

1 61 25 

0 0 L5 

0 70 3-5 

0.0 LO 

2 88 5-5 

a 1 L2 

3 38 25 

0 21 25 

1 56 30) 

0 0 L8 

0 0 L0 

0 45 W 

1 21 L0 

0 13 LS 

2 59 2.7 


9 58 23 

0 11 2D 

10 78 43 
0 41 17 
10 » 23 
0 41 25 

9 58 AS 

10 32 43 

4 50 30) 
2 50 S2 
2 68 LO 
4 46 12 
2 55 10 

0 32 22 

1 53 22 
6 39 L5 
0 17 20 
0 6 10 
0 13 LO 

2 67 3A 
0 64 50 

0 0 30 

1 65 44- 

2 70 L9 

2 66 20 
0 2D 30 
0 4 25 


I 19 25 
0 12 30 


0 19 25 

1 60 LS 
1 44 30 
3 85 30 



21 

■ 3.4 

57 

40 

49 

29 

rm 

22 

n 

14 

63 

12 

19 

IS 

0 

IS 

12 

27 

0 

30 

29 

IS 

45 

25 

33 

22 

0 

20 

50 

40 

58 

IS 


9 44 

28 

0 22. 

L2 

0 -38 

L5 


4-4 

4 38 

50 

5 31 

17 

1 9 

24 

3 7 

io 


30 

1 34 

LS 

4 -27 

24 

0 17 

30 

0 .16 

24 

0 .0 

20 

0 l 

12 

0 9 

30 

l.- 5 

12 

D 6 

10 



830 Hnuov 

834 rhrfUrtwr 

835 Dahlia 

836 McGtalar 

837 Sake 

838 Zbfa 

839 Viaffi 

840 Ms Hughes 

843 -fire Andre Flo 

844 DobUn 

845 Whdu 

846 HaArrfay 




























\ 


Reformed Parlour wins England reward 


By Glenn Moore 

Football ConwporKfent 


FACED with the need to break 
the monotony of a pre-match 
training camp, many a manag- 
er has resorted to taking his 
players to the cinema. Scotland's 
Craig Brawn memorably did so 

with “Braveheari". 

Should Glenn Hoddfe decide 
to follow suit during England's 
sojourn at Bisham Abbey next 
weekend there can be only one 
choice. “Good Will Hunting". 
The story of a wayward talent 
who reforms and flourishes just 
as it appears he is to waste his 
life's potential should strike as 
much a chord with England as 
Mel Gibson did with the Scots. 

Vcsterday Hodtfle. who rel- 
ishes the Robin Williams role of 


guiding mentor, rewarded the 
latest penitent when he called up 
Ray Parlour for the 25 March 
friendly with Switzerland. The 
Arsenal midfielder is joined by 
former drinking partner and 
team-mate Paul Merson who, 
having played well for the B 
team last month, is expected to 
start the Berne friendly. 

Tony Adams is also aboard, 
but one bad boy turned good 
(most of the time, anyway; is 
missing, Paul Gascoigne. This, 
Hoddle stressed, is because he 
is injured, not as a result of fresh 
allegations of assault which the 
player strenuously denies. Gas- 
coigne, who has completed 90 
minutes only once in 1998, 
spoke to Koddte yesterday 
morning and told him that he 
was still doing only light jogging. 


“He was desperate to start 
playiqg again, but I told him the 
important thing was not to come 
back too early, as he has done 
in the past, and get another 
problem,” Hoddle said. “I think 
he was pleased to hear that " 
Gascoigne has been the subject 
of recent transfer speculation 
but Hoddle said he did not 
mind who be played for as long 
as he was playing regularly. 

Parlour, whose bright per- 
formance in the recent B in- 
ternational against Chile was 
typical of his impressive season, 
looked an exciting talent when 
he first broke into the Arsenal 
team six seasons ago, but the re- 
strictions placed on his game by 
George Graham and an over- 
enthusiastic social life ham- 
pered his development Having 


featured, with Adams, in the 
tabloids for a notorious “booze- 
and-binis” escapade, his lowest 
point came when he was ar- 
rested in Hong Kong for drunk- 
enly assaulting a taxi driver ou 
an end-of-season tour. 

However, spurred by the 
examples of Merson and 
Adams, and by fatherhood, he 
has cleaned up Jusbehaviour. 
This, together with the advent 
of Arsene Wenger at High- 
bury, has enabled him to be- 
come a key member of the 
Double-chasing side, with bis 
penetrative running on the right 
flank balancing Marc Over- 
mars on the Arsenal left 

“A lot of his habits have 
changed in the last 18 months," 
Hoddle said. “With his im- 
proved fitness be has put on a 


yard of pace. He has becomes 
good example to people. There 
are so many other players, if 
they got their mind and body 
right, who knows what they 
could achieve?” 

One who has is Merson - 
“an amazing story which gives 
you heart,” Hoddle said. “He 
has put it right, be is a changed 
person and player and he is get- 
ting the rewards. Sometimes yon 
have to reach the bottom before 
you can rise.” 

Hoddle pointedly said that 
Metso n’s inclusion “showed 
how important the B match 
was”. As expected, Chris Sutton, 
who refused to play in that 
game, has been omitted from 
both senior and - Under-21 
squads. Five over-age players 
can play in the latter match and 


they wQl include Jamie Red- 
knapp as a sweeper. 

There fe one other uncapped 
player in the senior party, Kevin 
Pressman, the Sheffield 
Wednesday goalkeeper. While 
he is a useful keeper, his inclu- 
sion is indicative of the dearth 
of English No Is in the Pre- 
miership. The only other options 
for Hoddle were David Watson 
of Barnsley, Crystal Palace's 
Kevin Miller, or 40-year-old 
Steve Ogrizovic of Coventry. 

The 26-man squad is ex- 
pected to be significantly re- 
duced by withdrawals, notably 
from Manchester United, who 
have seven representatives, fol- 
lowing this week's European 
and FA Clip games. 

Switzerland have picked two 
English-based players. Black- 


bum’s Stephane Henchoz and 
Ramon Vfega oflottenham. The 
first squad picked by new man- 
ager Gilbert Gress also includes 
Stephane Chapuisat, Ciriaco 
Sfbiza and KubOay TOrkyflmaz. 
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Whole new eye-ball 
game for Collymore 


By Phil Shaw 


JOHN GREGORY will look 
into the eyes of his players, 
searching for signs of trepida- 
tion or anticipation, before 
finalising his side to face Atleti- 
co Madrid tonight in the match 
that wilt make or break Aston 
Villa's season. 

The scrutiny may be especially 
intense in the case of Stan Cof- 
lymore. who scored twice against 
Liverpool in Gregory’s first 
match as manager, but has not 
played since suffering a groin in- 
jury during Villa's 1-0 defeat by 
Atletico in the first leg of their 
Uefa Cup quarter-final. 

Collymore declared hims elf 
fit yesterday, while Julian 
Joachim shrugged off a knee in- 
jury sustained during Saturday's 
win nver Crystal Palace. Both are 
vying for a place alongside 
Dwight Yorfce, whose inclusion 
is assured, and possibly Savo 
Milosevic, who scored twice 
against Palace without particu- 
larly impressing Gregory. 

The likelihood is that Villa 
will turn to Collymore, perhaps 
keeping Milosevic in reserve, 
with Joachim a candidate for a 
role wide on the right of mid- 
field. But Gregory may well 


have bad the £7m striker in 
mind when he said he wanted 
to be sure that certain individ- 
uals were prepared for a po- 
tentially explosive contest. 

“I shall make eye contact 
with them at training because 
you can always read things 
from doing that,” he said. “I'm 
one for studying carefully every 
little thing they do, to see 
whether they are ready for it and 
whether they’ve got fear or 
excitement in their eyes.” 

A fired- up Collymore can be 
an awesome prospect for de- 
fenders, as Liverpool discov- 
ered. That success was one of 
three in Gregory’s first four Pre- 
miership games as Brian Little’s 
successor, but he knows it will 
take an exceptional perfor- 
mance to win by two goals. 

“1 don’t expect us to go for the 
jugular from die first minute. 
There has to be a certain amount 
of caution, though I don’t en- 
visage us sitting back and trying 
to nick one.” 

Atletico are unbeaten in sev- 
en European away matches un- 
der Raddy Antic, who is an 
arch exponent of counter-at- 
tacking football Nevertheless, 
they arrived in Birmingham un- 
der a cloud. Then- president, Je- 


sus GO, questioned whether it 
was worth turning up tonight af- 
ter Saturday's 2-1 defeat by 
Campostella. “I am disgusted 
with them. A lot of the players 
don’t care about wearing the 
Atletico shirt,” Gil said. “We 
need to go out with die attitude 
of Aston Villa and fight for the 
world." 

The man charged with keep- 
ing emotions under control is 
Mario van der Ende, the 
Dutchman who refereed so ex- 
pertly when England met Italy 
in Rome last October. 

Ten home players and seven 
from Atletico start the evening 
knowing a yellow card would 
put them out of the semi-final 
first leg, although Villa have re- 
ceived unexpected encourage- 
ment in one instance. 

Mark Bosnicb was cau- 
tioned for time-wasting when 
he sought to draw attention to 
his bombardment by the crowd 
in Madrid. Despite the ab- 
sence of a formal appeals pro- 
cedure, the Villa secretary, 
Steve Stride, wrote to Uefa, 
pointing out the “strange cir- 
cumstances”. The ruling body’s 
disciplinary committee have 
promised to examine the case 
on 23 March. 



Mark Bosnich: *1 feel IVe matured a lot and worked very hard at my game’ 


■ Photograph: Brendan Monks 
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‘Potty’ Bosnich in 
the form of his life 
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FROM turmoil at Aston Vflia 
and trauma with Australia to 
hat-tricks by Kevin Gallacher, 
Ronaldo and Romario, Mark 
Bosnich has taken everything 
that this season can throw at 
him and emerged with his 
reputation enhanced. 

Everything, that is, bar the 
proverbial kitchen sink. And af- 
ter being pelted with batteries, 
bottles and lighten; during the 
first leg of Villa's Uefa Cup 
quarter-final at Atletico Madrid, 
Bosnich should not be surprised 
to see a unit Hmtlfng out of the 
Spanish end at Villa Park tonight. 

The way the 26-year-old 
goalkeeper has been perform- 
ing, he would probably catch it 
and bowl it to a colleague. For 
in spile of hugely disappointing 
results with dub and country, 
Bosnich is not alone in believ- 
ing that be has never played so 
well, so consistently. 

Ron Atkinson, the manager 
who took him to Villa after 
Manchester United brought 
him over as a 16-year-old, re- 
marked of his defiance against 
Atletico that Bosnich “Alight 
just be the best keeper in the 
world” (albeit one who, in the 
finest traditions of the position, 
was “a bit potty”). 

Gordon Strachan said after 
Coventry’s FA Cup win at Vil- 
la that one of bis many, fine 
saves, a mid-air volley after a de- 
flection suddenly changed the 
trajectory of a shot, was possi- 
bly the greatest he had seen. 

Oceania's footballer of the 
year is embarrassed by such 
praise, although if self-belief 
were a crime he would be serv- 
ing life. “Touching wood, and 
without wishing to appear con- 
ceited, Tw been very happy with 
my form,” Bosnich says. “I feel 

Pve matured a lot and worked 

very hard at my game since I got 
all the publicity for saving 
penalties a few years ago.” 

Amid tiie missiles in Madrid 
he was composed, brave and ag- 
ile by turn. He.was eventually 
beaten by Chr&ian Vierft blud- 
geoned penalty, whfch.be chas- 
tised himself for reaching but not 
keeping out, and sensed that 


Vi [fa’s goalkeeper can 
add to his reputation 
against Atletico in the 
Uefa Cup tonight, 
says Phil Shaw 

Raddy Antic’s side were content 
with a 1-0 scoreline. “1 think 
they’re confident they can score 
anywhere in Europe,” be says. 

The striker who ensured 
that Atletico went one better 
was already known to Bosnich. 
“I trained with VIeri in Sydney 
when he was 13. His fatherwas 
a legend in Italy before he 
came to play in Australia. There 
was nothing of Christian and a 
more uncoordinated kid is hard 
to imagine. Now he's strong, he 
pulls off defenders’ shoulders 
brilliantly and he’s got a good 
understanding with KDto. You 
can see the influence of Juven- 
tus’ tr aining on him.” 

Talking of the practice pitch, 
Bosnich was debited by the re- 
turn of the former Villa coach 
John Gregory as manager, 
much as he was saddened by tite 
“typically unselfish” resigna- 
tion of Brian Little. “Dwight 
[YorkeJ and I are dose, and we 
often talked about how we 
missed him after he left for 
Wycombe,” he says. 

“He brought something to 
training that was never really re- 
placed. Now it’s as if he never 
left The biggest problem has 
been learning to call him ‘Boss’. 
We got used to ‘Gregs’. 

“In Madrid, he'd been bad: 
less than a week but his posi- 
tivity shone through. The vibes 
he brought into the dressing- 
room at half-time made a real 
difference. It was like the 
Alamo in the first half, but he 
very calmly reminded us how 
much better we’d looked when 
we kept tbe halL 

“He told us it wouldn't be 
possible for Atletico to keep go- 
ing at the same pace in the sec- 
ond half, and he was right.” 

Gregory's newly appointed 
coach, Steve Harrison, also im- 


pressed Bosnich with his tacti- 
cal insigfrts and his jester's touch. 
In the tense moments before the 
game be did his John Barnes im- 
personation. “He had us all in 
fits. 'We’re stiD. a young team and 
we thrive on light relief.” 
Heaven knows Villa needed 
some. Tipped as possible cham- 
pions; they were out of every- 
thing except Europe and the 
relegation dogfight by the time 
Gregory swept in. Criticism of 
Little, of chairman Doug Ellis 
and the players, notably Stan 
Collymore, has been relent- 
less. Bosnich accepts that it 
goes with the territory - “we’re 
getting paid very good money,” 
he says candidly - and tries to 
use it as “a positive force”. 

In between Villa's travails 
came travels with Australia. 
His nerveless display in Tehran 
before 128,000 Iranians gave 
Teny Venables' Socceroos a 
platform from which to 
progress to France 98. A lack of 
what he terms “big-game ex- 
perience” prevented them from 
baQding upon it, 

“I know I could still go to 
maybe two World Cups, but it’s 
really going to hit home this 
summer because I needed to 
test myself against guys like 
Scfameichel, Seaman, Barthez 
and Peruza. I tasted the tour- 
nament atmosphere on a small- 
er scale in the Confederations 
Clip in Saudi.” 

- In the final Australia lost 
6-0 to Brazil a week after hold- 
ing the world champions 0-0, yet 
Bosnich maintains that he had 
abetter match than in Madrid. 
“1 said to my dad; ‘Howcanllefl 
people I played well when I kt 

msixT He said that if rd played 

badly it would have been 12.” 
Villa are going t 0 need pos- 
itive thinking by the netfull 
tonight, but if all else fails 
Bosnich may be able to call on 
a favour from fate. On his way 
to our meeting, he stopped ^ 

hdp a woman whose car had 

teolren down. “Ilike to think that 

rfyou do some good, it comes 

back to you,” he explains, break- 
ing into a faugh. “Maybe if we 
end up m a penally shoot-out-." 


Maine 
line to 

nowhere 

for Lee 

Manchester City’s 
latest casualty was 
supposed to be the 
club’s saviour, writes i 

Guy Hodgson 

THERE have been many rea- 
sons to feel embarrassed to be 
a Manchester City supporter in 
recent seasons but the biggest, 
surely, is that there was once a 
fans’ movement by the name of 
“Forward With Franny". From 
the moment Francis Lee 
became chairman at Maine 
Road the direction, unerringly, 
was backwards. 

When he announced his res- 
ignation yesterday, a little over 
four years since flight BA254 
brought him from Antigua to | 
the City boardroom. Lee said he 
went with his character intact, 
which shows how power can de- 
lude even as it ebbs to nothing. 

A man worshipped as a player 
(1 12 goals in 249 League ap- 
pearances) bad become the 
chairman who was openly de- 
spised. BA, as in bad to awful. 

“While I wish Joe Rqyle 
well in a task equivalent to nail- 
ing Jelly to the ceiling." one sup- 
porter wrote recently to 77 m? 
Pink, Manchester's Saturday 
sports paper, “he should be on 
his guard as long as Franny Lee 
is in charge. City fans are enti- 
tle to suggest the problems go 
much further than poor team 
spirit. Frank Gark ever in 
charge?” Or Brian Horton, or ™ 
Steve Coppell, or Alan Ball... 
the list of managers under Lee 
was an embarrassment, seven in 
alL And yet things just got 
morse. In Peter Swales’ last 
three full seasons, City finished 
fifth, fifth and ninth in tbe top 
division. In Lee’s seasons the 
story was 18th in the Premier- 
ship, relegation and 14th in 
tbe First Division. Tbday they 
are in the relegation places 
and the new board could soon 
be frying to extricate them- # 
selves from tbe Second Division. 

Lee arrived as a mesriah, but 
me without the means to work 
miracles as, from the start, the 
problem appears to have been 
money. A wealthy man by most 
standards, he does not have the 
resources of a Jack Wilker and 
simply could not find the cash 
or the backers to turn around 
a poorly managed dub with 
delusions of matching Man- 
chester United. At yesterday’s 
press conference, the new chair- 
man, David Bernstein, said City 
had been “undercapitalised and 
overbo trowed" for years. 

Looking through Lee's pro- 
nouncements, they suggest he £ 
bad no idea of the depth of the 
problems when he took over in 
February 1994. Two weeks lat- 
er he said: “This will be the hap- 
piest dub in the land. The 
players will be the best paid and 
well drink plenty of cham- 
pagne, celebrate and sing until 
we’re hoarse.” 

He was right about one 
thing: fans got hoarse shouting 
abuse. His reign was marked by 
departing players rather than 
stability and you could build a 
fine team round Tbny Coton, 
Ifeny Phelan, Keith Curie, Niaii 
Quinn, Garry Flitcroft and 
Steve Lomas. The replace- 
ments, GeorgiKinkiadze apart, 
have not been as good and the 
club has more than 55 profes- 
sionals, an indictment of the 
buying polity. 

Tbe indication was that, for 
all the fine words. City were far ^ 
deeper in the red than Lee had ™ 
imagined and he did not have 
the resources to do anything 
about it He bad to sell to ease 
the wage burden. 

There was also, as the above 
letter exposed, a suspicion that 
Lee tried to manage the team as ■ 

well as run the dub. It was 
something he vigorously denied, 
saying the only matter he had an 

input on was transfers. “There’s 

a lot of money involved these 
days and it would surprise me if 
any big dubs depend solely on 
the manager's opinion.” 

The quick departure after 33 
days of Steve Coppell, who 
claimed he quit because of a 
mental breakdown, was never 
properly explained, however, 
and Supporters have always 
believed it was because Lee was#' 
interfering. 

Now he is gone and although 
Lee is keeping his 11 per cent 
shareholding in the dub, it is 
unlikefy he will be back for some 

time. 
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Why the power of the Welsh Rugby Union needs to be broken 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


THE letters I get from readers 


literate, reasoned and knowl- 
edgeable. There is nothing in 
block capitals or green 
and on only a couple of occa- 


the column with the offending 


Followers of rugby are in- 
tellectually, clearly, a class 
above those who take an often 
fevered interest in politics. 

The letter I 'had the other 
day was no exception. Why, the 
writer wanted to know - in the 
nicest possible way - did 1 
neglect Scottish rugby as I 
did? And why, as a corollary, 
did . I write so much about the 
game in "Wales? My corre- 
spondent, I should add, was 


wiring from an address in 
southern England. 

- X replied that X knew very 
Kttle aberar rugby in Scotland, 
but that I had grown op in the 

heartland of "Wist Wales rugby, 
and bad, since then, attended 
the great Anglo-Welsh fixtures 
which preceded the foxmatiop 


British. Ides -is in bat, rather, 
that Scott -Quianell, Craig 
OnhmeB and Bany Williams 
aijebBL 

. Scott, the most inspirational 

forward since Dean Richards J 

fevsB though he is a very dif- 
SarftHt kmd of No 8), has simply 

fallen out of fashion, with 


of the leagues in England and - coaches and commentators 


Wales alike. 

1 might have added, -though 
1 did not, that I often watched 
Richmond, whose first-choice 
selection mcJiidesseveaWelsb 

inteanatioiiafa. Cf these, only 

AHan BatemaaiSiConeotiy in 


’affled These things happea ifl 
'fife, for no reasonthat anybody 
can -property isolate. 


in thefinfr-ouL" Whyon earth 
shai^J he be eapededtobe? 
He ifinpt built to be gpod ia the 


favour with ^^ Bowrm&^ iinesoirt. Aswefi, say, that Mike 
the Welsh coach. Tyson is not up to modi in the 

This b a disgrace: pot, of ' high jump, and wffl never 
course, that Bag ma n - the represent the United States m 
most complete centre in the diatparticulmaihleticactivity. 


Itwas Wfllie-John McBride 
who said recently that, as the 
laws had been changed to allow 
lifting, it sorely made sense to 
employ at least one athletic, 
relatively light forward for his 
stronger colleagues to elevate. 
Against Newcastle last Satur- 
day, in fact, QuamelTs partner, 
Craig Gillies, fulfilled more or 
less this function, in so doing 
defeating Doddie Weir and 
Garalh Archer on several oc- 
casions. 

The booker Willi ams has 
paid the price with Wales for 
some inaccurate throwing-in. 
On Saturday there was, as far 
as 1 could see, little wrong with 
this aspect of his game. In any 
case, this addition to the 
hooker's duties is burdensome. 


Then again, since strikes 
against the head are new as rare 
as snowflakes in the Riviera - 
a development assisted by ref- 
erees’ reluctance to penalise fla- 
grantly crooked feeds - It is, I 
suppose, arguable that the 
hooker should be asked to do 
scone thing with his time. 

The difficulty is that throw- 
ing a ball accurately or, some- 
times, at all, is not something 
everyone can do. It is incorrect 
to say that it is simply a matter 
of practice. It may be that one 
of the props is a more natural 
thrower than the hooker, in 
which case he should be as- 
signed the task instead. 

This brings me to John 
Davies, of whose throwing abil- 
ities I am ignorant. Kit of 


whose strength as a tight head 

I have no doubt at alL He was, 
I Think , discarded too soon by 
the Welsh selectors. 

The same goes for Adrian 
Davies, who gave an immacu- 
late performance against New- 
castle. If his place-kicking Lad 

been as polished as his play gen- 
erally, Richmond would have 
piled up well over 40 points. 

In my opinion, the only Rich- 
mond Welsh player who is kept 
out of the Wtish side because of 
the positive merits of someone 

else is Andy Moore who, good 
as he is, is no Rob Hawley. The 
rest, Bateman excepted, are pe- 
nalised not because they are in- 
ferior to the present occupants, 
but because they happen to be 
playing for an English dub. 


The more 1 look at the state 
of rugby in my native land, the 
more strongly 1 feel that what 
now needs to be done is to 
break the power of the Welsh 
Rugby Union. Cardiff are 
already threatening to leave to 
join the English League. I hope 
tbey do, and that the other prin- 
cipal clubs will follow their 
example. 

There is little purpose in 
waiting for the formation of an 
Anglo- Welsh League, partly 
because the problems of pro- 
motion and relegation are in- 
tractable. It would be better for 
the dubs to take the initiative 
thems elves and to play in Eng- 
land. Just as Cardiff Gty and 
Swansea City do as membere of 
the Football League. 


England forced 
to delay squad 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

NOT EVEN Cliff Brittle could 
conceivably deny that the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership tightened 
its grip on England’s rugby 
consciousness at the weekend as 
the long-time leaders; Sara- 
cens and Newcastle, suffered 
nervous breakdowns of almost 
identical magnitude. Unfortu- 
nately, the campaign is also 
proving murderously exacting in 
the physical sense and the fall- 
out has forced the England 
hierarchy to delay naming their 
side for tins Sunday's Calcutta 
Cup match with Scotland. 

The national coach. Give 
Woodward, will now reveal all 
tomorrow morning, 7A horns be- 
hind schedule. His major con- 
cerns include two of his three 
specialist wings, David Rees 
and Tbny Underwood, both of 
whom pranged themselves 
during their tmromproxniring 
Premiership encounters on 
^annday. • ... 

v To make matters worse, 
Kyran Bracken, the first-choice 
scrum-half, and Neil Back, in- 
dispensable on the open-ride 
flank, are still suffering from 
shoulder trouble and flu-type 
symptoms respectively. 

Despite the unexpected- 
hitch in selectorial planning, 
there were a number of bints 
and -murmurs surrounding 
Woodward’s current thinking in 
circulation yesterday. Ion 
Wilkinson, Newcastle’s teenage 
second-string stand-off, will 
definitely travel to Murrayfield 
and the coach has not yet ruled 
out awarding him his first cap 
at 18 years and 301 days. “1 
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might send him out for the lock- 
off," the coach admitted. 

“The repents we’re getting 
from the Under-21 coaches is 
that Jon is an outstanding tal- 
ent and I think he’s ready to play 
for England now. Fm not in- 
terested in the word ‘pressure’. 
Ability overcomes that I believe 
it is better to start with a play- 
er, with the option of bringing 
him off if necessary, rather 
than sit there. wondering exactly 
when to put him on.” A dear 
signal indeed. However, it 
would be indescribably cruel to 
jettison Paul Grayson after his 
faultless goal-kicking perfor- 
mance against Wiles just over 
three weeks ago. 

There is also a need to re- 
structure the back row in the 
light of Richard H01’s long-term 
absence and John Mitchell, the 
forward specialist on the Eng- 
land coaching panel, suggested 
yesterday that there might be 
“one or two surprises”. 

. . Woodward Watdiied Dean 
Ryan, tire abrasive .three-cap 



fid raid on Richmond at- the 
weekend and Ins contest with 
Tbny Diprose and Tim Rodber 
for the vacantNo 8 position is 
too dose to caH. 

Scotland, meanwhile, will 
select from a 22-man squad later 
in the week. The party shows 
two changes from the one that 
succumbed to the Welsh at 
Wembley: Hugh GUmour of 
Heriofs replaces Rowen Shep- 
herd as the deputy full-back 
while Budge Fountney, for so 
long an unsung and under- 
rated cog in the Northampton 
back row, steps up for the vet- 
eran Ian Smith, 


- Premiership injury bines af- 
fected Ireland as weS as Eng- 
land yesterday when Conor 
O’Shea, the London Irish cap- 
tain, withdrew from this week- 
end’s match with Whies in 
Dublin. O’Shea fractured a 
cheekbone during bis dub’s 
fine victory at \fasps and will be 
replaced by Garan Clarice, the 
lerenure College full-back who 
won the last of his three caps in 
the 17-3 triumph over England 
in 1993. 

Ireland may yet lose their 
national skipper, Keith Wood, 
into the bargain; the celebrated 
Lions hooker was suffering 
from a flu-type virus yesterday 
and the selectors have called 
Allen Clarke of Northampton 
into the party. If ^ibod is forced 
to give best to the snuffles, 
dartre will rit On the bench as 
understudy to Ross Nesdale of 
Newcastle. 

Thankfully, it was aB quiet 
on the political front; the armed 
fortxsdrefing Twick en ha m ap- 
peared to have run out of am- 
moqynp>ff?y. The 
o^irttera from Brit- 
tle, the Rugby Football Union 
management board chairman, 
who claimed his now infamous 
“people are not interested in 
dub rugby” remark had been - 
taken out of context “I made 
it in relation tolhe value of dub 
rugby to television.” he said. 

Mur- 



Play-offs take on new format 


Ice hockey 

fHE Superieague play-off semi- 
inals take on an American-style 
icst-of- three format for this’ 
season, but not the final itself. 

Ayr Scottish Eagles and 
[Cardiff Devils both topped their 
groups and have home advan- 
age in the first game and the 
bird, should it be required, for 
heir matches with Manchester 
Storm and Sheffield Steelers 
espectively. 

Ayr will start favourites as 
hey aim to complete the grand 
Jam of all four major domes- 


tic trophies, but will not have it 
all their own way against a 
Storm side who have won both 
of their previous two meetings. 

Steelers, meanwhile, are in 
their fifth successive semi-final 
and aiming for their fourth 
straight play-off championship 
success, but first face a repeat 
of last season’s last-four con- 
frontation with Cardiff, which 
was then a one-off game. 

SUPERLEAGlie SEMI-FINALS.- 18 Match 
Scottish Eopsas v Manchester Storm 
; CanSffDevta v Sheffield Staatora 
.21 iteesic Manchester vtyrft830|; 
•*) v CanJff (B3C* Game torn (8 re- 
quired). 22 March; Amt v Manchester 
(S30): Cardiff v StoHMa flBOC^ 


WMr (Nawcasttal 


Basketball 

NBA: Utah 109 Dam* BBi Memi 79 Orient*) TO: 
Atlanta 83 Bos»i 77; LA Lafcera IS V&nccu- 
eerlft»««Dmm^lh*8ffiX»orao*»Md- 
an SMb 38 Ptowte KMCeiis 90: Portend 

K33 LA 82. 

Bowls 

BJUT1SH WOMEN'S INDOOR CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS fC-Hnfl»n) 

SocMand (Ertari and CMcMaah) to England 



btScotkihdJHFw M Lfeiray and P Thorp] 1 
6.- MUM ffl Kha M Davies and D BorfSdrt 
to MamjM SawBOX A EBct* and J Hlo 
tor«J2S^fi Run, sriMc VMM (P Stafr 

UUw$ S3-®: £i0tr» (P MukeryiA Almondi 
K Hawes andS LfloasOMWNndjl BiAEAWv- 
atWVNrtJT1SOlJ&era)2S-mSWHla& 1 Eoad- 
Mk C UcAttMor (Sco} u J D»fa87vv« 21 -IS; 
U Johntaan (ft M N She* 21-S. 

Boxing 

Spencer OSvbt defends Ns Euro- 
pean aper-banteniw o i fl h t Mb aga ln ct 
thaUtarinfanSernelDevskwcinSMBy 
at the Albert HaC London, which has 


^ SNOW REPORTS 


Sid Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts to Europe and 

North America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 IB + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a full be of all aid codes by 
voice or face <Sa! 0990 100 M3 


Sid Snapshot 

A fix report on snow corrtfldons 
at owr 200 resorts wortd-wkta 
0697 500 MX 
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Cofin Montgomery grimaces at a missed putt to the final round 
of the Honda Classic m Florida. He finished five shots behind 
the winner on Suiday, Mark Calcaveodria Photograph: AP 


Eagles eye a Wembley first 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfiefd 


THE two rides from outside the 
game’s heartland, the Sheffield 
Eagles and London Broncos, 
have been drawn apart in the 
semi-finals of the Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup, keeping alive the 
possibility of the most, unfa- 
miliar looking final in Wembley 
history. 

Sheffield will meet Salford in 
one semi, with London facing 
the favourites, Wigan, in the 
other. Wigan's victory over St 
Helens in the last round has 
started a rush for Wembley 
tickets, but the League is con- 
fident that even a final be- 
tween two dubs without long 
tradition or large fan bases 
would be a major draw. 

“We would have to work a 


not seen a boxing promotion since 
Nasestn Hamed beat Juan Pofo- 
Peraz to July 1995. 


m w BCrcra MW of 
nWWwaiwniDSS 

Fta* tarring* 321 (GWF1 
fift H H SMi S3; Mtaqar S-«9- 
PAKISTAN - nen mnhiSB 


rOwmUC 77 tar S 
Ai N»pl o CajncfaB* b 
bkz fitwimA c A Bowr 


bitaongim. 


Bk PHmA c A Bcmbt b nbangca ... 
tazarwvtMtaq c and b Strang 


YounfVbttarabGWHnal 

Moki Khan c A WttiMi b (3 WHUal 12 

AznarUahmood burbSkna — -0 

IRngHd UM taw b SMak. 31 

I.,". iSwb Stnmg 34 

WbqvWuntoc iwtal 0 

ShoatoAttiarn 



; 2-00 MS 4-7* 5- 143 0-144 7-205 
>9«a 

Bmangc Stawk 9«- »-1 : Mbavn 23-*-2S- 
Z A WHOM 7-VKMi; G WMUI 27-9-634; 
SWang^ 2B3 -MM; Q Bower 1-0*0; QoaMn 
1-0-34 

2HBABWE -Second tantaga 
G W R o w a r not nut. 


□ P Vlean taw b Bhoata Akiwr .. 

A R unoai c Vxawa b Etiodb , 

Earns Kta 

-mal (tor 2. 7 Ji own} 

FM:1-02-tt 
To bat tA Rcwor, *A D R Campbal G J Wft- 
14 T N Itadondot P A Straw, H H Snak. M 


l D Robkwon and □ R I 
TOUR BWICH (PMrt.SAcflaal day of 
BotaM 178 and MO ta 7 dbc (J H Handnon 
Bi; M MuraMhenn 63QiS4 Larta 20 tor 4 dac 
JR B Uabanamaea H>nateraineEEno} and 
49 tar & MaMi drawn. 

Cycling 

IVtRBtOADRUUCQ RACE. Sfadh stage 
(224tan, Threw » Fronton^: t G Larrtotl 


Today’s fixtures 


Foot fa ll 


7J 
UEFA CUP 

OUARTER.PMAU SK33NO LEO 
A VMa niv AUoHoo MaiMd (1) (749]. 
AMtene ^vlarietq (r.ir 

FAmw nnwtouND rbr-ays 
ShaMald UM * Coventry J7 j48) . 

WMt HU rAfsanal (7^3) 


-lemONWBe POOTBALL LEAGUE 
nnSTOMGKM 
Ctdord Utd v n — di n g f7A5) . 




Wigan vSeuttwnd 
WnMhi — 

AUTO WlMDSCnEENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN AREA FINAL SECOND LBS 
Bmley ft> v Gibnabj tl) (7-49) . 
SOUTHERN AREA FBIALSeCONDLEG 
BotmMaouUi (3) v Wataal (0) (7-45) — 
GW VAU OjAU- C ONF-WEMCE 

Nordwtah vLeefcTbwn^ 
TWIenlvMMM8<7^q. 


little harder,” said a League 
spokesman, Peter Rowe. “But 
it would be a chance for people 
from the two dties who have not 
watched the two dubs regular- 
ly to enjoy Wembley. 7 * 

Sheffield are likely to be 
without their centre, Keith Se- 
nior, for the semi-final. Senior 
has been told that be must 
appear before the disciplinary 
committee on Thursday, ac- 
cused of punching CastlefordT s 
Barrie-Jon Mather during their 
victory there in the last round. 
• Oldham are to lodge a for- 
mal protest with the League 
about BramJey’s unique twin- 
ning arrangement with Super 
League’s Leeds, daiming the 
arrangement affords an “ unfair 
advantage'’ over other Second 
Division chibs. 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP SwaMM 
draw SfwHWd v SBUOfft London v Wigan. 
Tfe* to be pkyed on £8 tnd 29 March. 


00 ttr 560*1 SSsac; 2 F Jakar | 

3 > Baton m +88. Ovanfi: i 
(BvrtQ 29lv 2 mi*i Vamz 2 F BalarW pQ 


+4«c; 3 J Hannar IGart +5»; 4 R Soranaan 
(Dtnl + Omh wts 5 Z Spructi (Poll + tt22 

Football 

BWLAM) UWKR-21 SQUAD (hdudng 0 m 
owragl ptojva v S«i Hi .aita nd . Amu, 24 
Htod^Hbop PtoHCMML WHBW 
HMM OJvwpooO. Dy«r PpwflchTcwtfu (Man 




I ENGLAND UNDSt-18 SQUAD (v Franca, 
UEM Undaa-1 B Mannadbay Champhmahta. 
Siockport, 2B Wwth): Slnonsan (TWiriS 
nafabuoa. Woodgata. Mantwn. SmHh (al 
Lawtft CKtomartort M Ibati BwvnrtL Ortt- 
fin (fJtriscoBd^, Brawn (Man lAd), Anton 
<Md- 
LC^P-I 



FA UMBRO TROPHY 
lartiBfflv Dover or 



or ScUtport /Rrst Jbo to toe r/nyod on SlKur- 
dby 29 nconTtag on Cottar 

Golf 

WDA CLASSIC (CotW Sprlnga, Fla) Laad- 

>8868 87. 279 C Maragrvnarie K38) OBB 71 
. 27S J DNy BB 7B 6984; J Magdwt 87 £9 

O 70 69; B GBbvuar )D SB 71 69; K Sbdief- 

land 70 98 70 7Q 279 50*68 70*67: RW 
EWa 78 88 70 68; J Finli 72 70 B9 6& 280 L 
UlBWa9718taSrtoacfl7271 TDfiTiGMWto 
(NZ) 71 70 71 99: B Otoeaman 70 98 la 68: B 
Hwv*nar 73 69 68 68; L Janaen 70 68 78 71; 

S ft*a StDTO 71 SWacfeNt2BT B Langar (Go) 
70697072. 


SDOTHSH LBLSL/E FIRST DIVSXJN 




twH onym oN ^^ 


BA UMBRO TROPHY. 
CBIARTOWWAL RSHAVB 
i v Dover (7.4S). 


Souti^on v Granttm (7AS) . 


RYHAN LEAGUE Piwntor a»«a«6tamtar 
- - - itooctOia* 

i vDagen- 


Wt*JnutZ)vH»n»(0)(7Ar) . 


dam v fi Atoan*: Harrow Bonnh v Dagen- 
hsn A Rattaridga Hrat DMatan: Bognor 

Tbwrt IMAdga^ * Btate*F Second DMattxc 
Batatrea v Teettig & Mtcham: Norttmood v 
Latafan Wwnhce * EtantoaedTHM Qhbton: 
Cmbcdnr v Ctaptarc CoflnHn Canall v 
WtagotB S FmcNay; Hertford v Dorictag VNv- 
<l»wlh»faaainMtaate:&rnml)iMivB0d- 
tod: wWdnona v Bpaan S Bant 
UMBOND LEAGUE Premier OMNcnsiaitfi 
fUA v Oataabaouds f^Aicom v Cotmrn B«B 
FbK DMaion: B#av Congtafew.lDam v 
radon UaUto Fhat DMakn Cup 8amHbial 
firettagfBaltanlvBnidtadPBriiAvenjaSaiia- 
flndaaccndlay UncotaUMtfryAN8ivip> 
league Cup ™d raunct ARmcbam v On- 


Crickets Fifth Test 

Kensington Oval delights in grand 
spectacle of rolling and bowling 


By Henry BlofeM 


IF THEY had been his inven- 
tion, Heath Robinson would 
have been immensely proud of 
the covering arrangements at 
the Kensington Oval. 

About IS huge tarpaulins 
were pulled on and off the 
pitch, the square and the 
bowlers' run-ups, as the first se- 
rious rain to hit Barbados for 
three months frustrated every- 
one's hopes on this Iasi day. 


When it eventually stopped, 
three small padded garden 
rnBeis. each pushed by one man, 
sopped up the water lying on the 
tarpaulins. They had just finished 
the job when it rained again and 
so the rollers had to re-sop. 

The problem was that the 
only receptacles for the water 
collected by the rollers were two 
small metal wheelbarrows. Each 
roller had to be lifted up by two 
men and emptied into one 'of 
them. The inevitable result was 


Psychological points 
go to the tourists 


By Tony Cozier 


ENGLAND brought their sup- 
porters with them to Barbados 
in their thousands. At precise- 
ly the moment it was least 
wanted, their weather arrived to 
join them. 

The rain and the Mancunian 
grey rides that greeted them 
when they awoke yesterday and 
persisted throughout the day 
just about eliminated any 
chance their bowlers had to 
press for the result that would 
level the series. Even before the 
later interruptions that fol- 
lowed the delayed start, it had 
also con^pteiely erased whatever 
slim hopes of victory the West 
Indies harboured and commit- 
ted them to simply batting for 
the draw to protect their lead. 

In the end, it spoiled the par- 
ty for everyone and left England 
in the frustrating situation that 
even if they win the final Ibst 
in Antigua they can only share 
the spoils. 

Yet when play finally did get 
underway, an England win - or 
more to the point, a Wfea Indian 


u riten - 274 H AKmrtamn CSvg) 68 64 

70 72. 278 L Nawram (Bwe) 71 68 70 68; 0 
Dormant 70 BB B8B& ZMDfapar 70 87 88 
TO, C jolracn 03 97 87 7a 277 d! A ndrews 71 

71 68 67; C RarCutrtar 70 70 70 67; A Ffl/h 
wm 73 88 87 R Jonas 71 68 Q» 8K Utona 

69: K Bauer 70 B9 70 69; U Dun 71 67 68 71; 
8 MAl (tod) 67 72 TO 6». KVW*> (tori 87 TO 
r Omen 73 67 66 70: N Lopez 72 68 68 
1 70 69 68 71 Satoctad: 280 L Hoot 


NHL: Buffalo 3 PKMurgh 0: CHcaao 8 Florida 
4; Canma4 Edmonton i ; Anaheim s Cotarado 


Motor racing 

GHAffflPRPCOPmAU fCAOTP ia ragtanshlp 
Sartos) (HomaaMd): 1 UAitoratt(l£)Swn- 
ftnf rs>N^ sompietod}; 

2G Moore iCwu Baynaoitereedea -t-QBTSvc 
(BOteprt: SAZomml A) Reyn&aHtamfe (GC|: 
4 C FttflpHM (Bra] SMft-Fbnj (HQ; 6 S Pruett 

M Gugetoto RoynaitFItaicadH pSCB; 11 P 
Caipwrter (CW Rayrmrtt-itorcedM 12 
M BhixW {&na rayneidAleicadaa nstj: 13 
(H9; 14 J J late ™ 
xfe# (M«; ifiB Uoreno Oi Say- 

JtMai;lljWs8to(U5)awnairl- 

londa CMQ. Sanaa poMa taattsn: 1 AndraM 
Bi; 2 Utoora 17; 3 Zanaw 14; 4 FUpaid B; 9 
FVuatl VX B Fonandaz 8: 7 Da Fenan 8: B Her- 
U 5; 8 Fiwxnti 4; 10Qugaln*i3; 11 Catpan- 
tlarE 12 BkjnM t 


Rugby League 

Wantigton, who wart to move to a 
naw staduTL haws had the capacity 
of iter present WWarepool homa re- 
duced to 9£0q with one side o< the 
grotnd dosad for safety reasons. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pramtor DMaion: 
AaMord v SUnglxume {MSk Graflay fiowa 
v Haanga: Klngb Lynr v lanwortn (74SJ; 
Marthyf v DuUkuwc QBbmX Laagna Cop 
fbit lag: Brar v Caamrton 
BMaturn OMatneErtn IbhidanvOwa- 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
FM DtvHoa: South SfiMtfc 1 E^gKA 
NORTH WEST COUNTES LEAGUE RrxiD^ 
vtetotc Blackpool Roaan « Uauxhal GM: Dar- 
wi « Ctaddaren: Uatoe Rood v SaKad; 

AnutU, v Kkfeara* 

VlfiNSTONlEADKBfT LEABUE FMOMrion: 
Ftovartwn v ThanwnHd: Hyiha vF^mcw 
totfida; Stotte Graan v Hama Bay: Urtridga 

wus v Enim vm&aua v camafEuy 

SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rett DhWon: 
Hontm YMCA v UttWnnfKon; Shorelnn » 



SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Pleader DM. 
staB BMol itonur (ton w crtoparftun; Bndg- 
vaMvTarwom Chari vUc ta rtn ^ VtoBfary 
v Cte LM PMNpaQv: UNwMflNa v BUB- 
lortL 


loss - was not out of the ques- 
tion. The West Indies batting 
has been so brittle and un dis- 
ciplined of late that they have 
repeatedly failed to last the 
day’s allotment of 90 overs. 
Ten times in their past eight 
Tests they have been dismissed 
in less than 75 overs, including 
three times in this series. 

Here, England have secured 
all the psychological points, an 
encouraging prehide to the do- 
drive Antigua TfesL l&t it may be 
that too mudi is read into such 
an imagined advantage. Each 
time one side has seemingly tak- 
en the high ground - the West 
Indies after tbeir hard-ftrugbt tri- 
umph in the first Trinidad Tfest 
and their massve win in Guyana, 
England fbDowing their tense ri- 
poste in Trinidad - the other has 
come right back to redaim it 

If Sir Gary Sobers’ assess- 
ment that these are two poor 
teams is a little harsh, it is not 
fin from the mark They are cer- 
tainly very evenly matched. It is 
the mentally tougher who will 
prevail in Antigua, a match 
that promises to be a cracker. 


Ian Skaech, the former Swirton cen- 
tre whose earner was ended by 

timonMyeer. 

Rugby Union 

Ian Jones, lha Nbw Zealand interna- 
tional, was yesterday suspended far 
a month after being found guilty of 
stamping on the head of Jason OVlal- 
brart in a ruck during the 22-19 de- 
feat of hta team, Vttalcan Chtefe, by the 
Wsfogton Hurricanes In last Frideyb 
Super 12 match. 

Snooker 



sttlon as world Ho 1 tor a recortl with 
successive season after his victory in 
the Thatend Masters. Hendry ended 
a is-morth spel without wrahg a 
world ranking toixnament with a vic- 
tory in Bangkok, which was his 29th 
raridng fitte. 

WORLD RANKHQS top 10:1 SHandry (Sco) 
; 2 J Hgghe &oj SV82; 3 R (?a2 
AJSif:* K Dohitty (W 5 J 

. 1 27537; BMWftamoWU) 27330: 

7 P Sxtan (End 22248; 9 A kfcktaiu (Bco| 
2U7B; 8 S LM (Eng) 20784: ID T NfefB (UaF 
HO 20584. 

Squash 

Pakistani Janshar Khan has with- 
drawn from a competitive evert at 
short notice for the second time In a 
week. The 2S-ysar-oW yesterday tie- 
ckfed that his knees were too pfaifri 
to aBow Nm to piay for Hafifox Insir- 
ance in last nfehts National Super 
JB match agelnEt ESa Ungfiald. 
test week J&nshar withdrew be- 
from the Austrian Open Cham- 
' r Linz for the same reason. 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE FMmtarDhtotonr 
OaanvSuamWrii iig FUflnlNmvOor- 
toafcm: Haton v Gtofll VSwwxah: N awni ai tMt v 
WtartaoyfcWHkn vBk Wmbtogav VMm 
WTHSJNK EXPRESS MIDLAND AUJANC& 
Noiton v Strafford; Knypeniey Vloorta v 



LEAGUE OF WALES: Caeraie v HMtntMBl: 
Nawimn v AoaryawyBi. 

POHT1HS LEAGUE Premier DMriOit: Btacfc- 
tunvOartay [70: Noctogham Foma vPmslon 
Ito 

AWN INSURANCE COMBINATION Fkal Dl- 
vtafam Amaral V tottMam (20) 

THE 7to«S RA YOUTH CUP Ftttmwod re- 
ptoy. Clwre * fttorttotoush 

Rugby Union 

R gRE BE HTA'nVE HATCH: LBtoaator v ear- 
0ztma(74S) 

CLUB UATCtt Wcriftanpno v IW (730) 
THE TIMES STUOENTT EUROPEAN CHAH- 
PKNBHff Wnifc UWC « Tbutawa g30) (X 


Other sports 

BOWLS ; Wamaoll BritoH C h» reionalfr 4l (Dar- 
■ngunL 


that half the water was spilled 
back on to the tarpaulins. 

Tben, when the ram stopped 
again and the sopping-up wus 
completed, each cover had to be 
pulled away by an army of 
chaps in bright yellow rain- 
coats. They were pulled off 
folded double so that any re- 
maining water could be ditched 
well away from the pitch. 

Once this was done, the 
cover was brought back to its 
original position where a com- 
plicated folding process was 
carried out Then, with due cer- 
emony, the long sausage which 
h had formed was dragged to the 
boundary where it wailed for the 
rain to restart. Then we went 
through it all over again. 

It provided grand entertain- 
ment if you like that sort of 
thing. In the Tea Mulch Special 
radio box we regretted that 
John Arlott is no longer among 
those present because he would 
have loved it and his description 
of the Usings and fro ings would 
have been infinitely memorable. 

Of course it was sad that 
such a wonderfully poised 
match should have been ruined 
by ram. It is not often that a lest 
comes into the last day when all 
three results are possible. 

The second onslaught of the 
match by the West Indies open- 
era, Clayton Lambert and Phi- 
lo Wallace, had left the locals 
happy with the thought that the 
West Indies were about to make 
the highest score they would 
ever have made in (he fourth in- 
nings to win a Tfest match. 

Lambert and Wallace again 
showed up the inconsistency of 
Dean Headley and Andy Cad- 
dick. They bowled atrociously 
last Friday evening, splendidly 
on Saturday afternoon, and 
miserably again on Sunday 
evening. It is inexplicable. 


Sumo 

SPRING ORAM) TOURNAMENT 
NMh day (°* 15U Asanowaka dm I 
Ot KMatedMok I ft-BK AUnoshu &-*) U 
Kyokutortio P-G): AsaHyuuaa ( WJ to Gopro 
(Ml: IMrxunl (3-ffl to teanosto bajTko- 
rtnazuna (4-51 to Ifaobunl &4J: htganouni 
IB-3} to Mmnoh* M; OginriM &>R to 
Hamaroatama i*-q;Ao{Mraa (B-31 U wnsikB- 
augs (4-5); HMoiolo frq u torao p-7): 
KVokuituzan (46) III Krftxyu p-7): TOS3TOU 
ml B-3 to XotonoMka (4-5): Aytxjsrana &4) 
■ P-71: ifeto ea to SNitohinia fl-6|; 

■ (94) to KtooreMd p-ej; Itosnon- 
totodaviiwiiaias): uaaatonani I&3) 
to totadorfd (4-5). Wahanchana ftOlMMu- 
soyema *5^; AMOono P -3 to todtnnxSa (^a. 

Tennis 

NEWSWEEK MEN'S CHAMPIONS' CUP (ll*- 
dtan Wad*. Ca l^S i^w. ,9nt M Rios (Cute) 


to □ ft-edaw (Go) 6-a g-7 7-6 6-4 
COPENHAGEN MENS TOURNAMENT Finto: 
M Gustafcsen (Swa) U 0 Prtnosl (Gen 3-6 6-1 
B-L 

ATP RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras (US) ZJ&Qtx 
2 P Ktoda {Cz Rud 3432: 3 M fltea (Ode) 32SK 
4 P Ratter (Aus)Sbl;SG T 


; 14 S Bruguera (Sp) 1375; 15 C 
PtatM (Fti UGft IS M Fhtppouaato (totol 1B54. 
17T MOW (Aut) UB9I ; 18 C Mwa (5p) 1884. 
iBefasHBgui lS^ IB37; 20 T Herman (GUI 


1534; 22 G J 
man (Swe) 1488: aa t 
; 23F sanmro (Ffl 144& 



Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up. 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld's 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 
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PteaW in the dust; Florida Pearl, the hottest favourite at the Festival, relaxes at Cheltenham yesterday before taking to the track tomorrow 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Supposin has the Champion style 


THE DAY has arrived when all 
National Hunt aficionados can 
enjoy a free medical. If you 
check your pulse this opening 
Cheltenham Festival morning 
and feel just a regular beat you 
know it is time to go to the doc- 
tor. A drum roll should be the 
appropriate sensation. 

Cheltenham is noisy, claus- 
trophobic, impoverishing and, 
by close of play, reminiscent of 
a Manila rubbish dump. These 
are the small factors which 
make it so good. 

The main ones are the visi- 
tors human and equine. It can 
be a devil of a job determining 
who has the hardest job at the 
Festival. The jumping horses 
run over the most sublime piece 
of National Hunt territory in the 
world. The prettiness of die sur- 
roundings is, however, matched 
by the peril, and one of the few 
sobering thoughts of the week 
is that some animals are likely 
to surrender their lives in this 
the fiercest amphitheatre they 
will ever see. 

It is hard work too for the 
spectators who come here, esr- 
pecially the many Irish who 
leave behind them fragments of 
pottery pig to come to rhe 
meeting. A March week in the 


Cotswolds, with its incessant 
p ushing , punting and carousing 
can leave visitors feeling as if 
they've just been in Mubogju Ex- 
press. There is plenty of croic, 
but the main one always tends 
to zjgzag down the middle of 
your wallet. 

There is rivalry with the 
bookmakers and rivalry be- 
tween the English and Irish, 
but never the knuckled rival- 
ry you see in other sporting 
crowds of 50,000. These are 
great sports fans, watching 
great horses in a great setting, 
a sum which equals a great oc- 
casion. 

Anorak wisdom has it 
though that we are not about to 
see a great horse win the first 
of the major championship 
races this afternoon, the Cham- 
pion Hurdle. On official figures 
this is a pretty poor bunch, but 
it seems inconceivable that the 
animal which leads home to- 
day’s huge herd of IS nmnezs 
will not be recognised as a 
brave and talented athlete. 

Those who walked the 
course yesterday reported the 
going to be on the dead side, but 
with a dry night expected per- 
fect ground is anticipated. Any 
beast for which the going is for- 


Richard Edmondson selects a restored 
master to win the Festival’s first highlight 


warded as an excuse will have 
to be a fussy thing indeed. 

A notable element of the 
race is how many runners are 
dasszcaSy Hat bred. The North- 
ern Dancer male line is repre- 
sented by I'm Supposin, 
Istabraq, Dato Star, Graphic 
Equaliser, Pridwell, Sanxnard- 
no and Shadow Leader. The 
last-named has his chance de- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: I’m Supposin 
(Cheltenham 3. IS) 
NB: His Song 
(Cheltenham 100} 


spite a blank run this season, as 
he is now guaranteed the sort 
of fast-run race he benefited 
from in winning the Supreme 
Novices' Hurdle a year ago. 

Dato Star was so enor- 
mously impressive at Haydock 
last time that be must be a con- 
sideration, though whether he 
is quite as effective on this dry- 
ing ground is open to question. 
For the needy and greedy the 
best outsiders appear to be 
Theatreworld, who was runner- 


up 12 months ago, and Cad- 
ougold, who could be dismissed 
as just a good handicapper 
were it not for the fact that his 
manger is filled by Martin Kpe. 

Win money, however, 
should be limited to either 
Istabraq or fm Supposin. The 
former, the favourite, attempts 
to become the first horse to 
graduate from the Royal & 
SunAIliance Novices’ Hurdle 
(the race he won here 12 
months ago) to the ultimate 
hurdling title. 

As his novice success was 
over two and a half miles the co- 
nundrum has always been 
whether Istabraq possesses the 
speed to take on the best hors- 
es at the minimum trip. The 
pedigree chart certainty suggests 
he should as the six-year-old is 
a three-parts brother to Secre- 
to, the 1984 Derby winner. 

Istabraq, though, was 
nowhere near as good as bis 
pedigree on the Flat, when sta- 
mina was considered his forte. 
“He’s a horse who does not do 
anything qufctty," Charlie Swan, 
the Irish champion jockey, re- 


ports. “He’s not a horse you can 
be cantering an and say ‘go’ and 
he picks up immediately. He 
takes a while to get going. 

“Obviously he’s proven over 
a trip, but he’s got the speed to 
win at two miles as well He does 
have a good cruising speed and 
he stays well, which is what you 
need at Cheltenham. They all 
said Danoli didn’t have the 
pace to beat Champion Hurdle 
horses, but he almost (fid it 
[third to Alderbrook in 1995] 
against one of the best fields 
there’s been recently for a 
Champion Hurdle.’' 

If Istabraq has managed to 
hold his form for a long time 
now (he is unbeaten in nine 
starts after losiqg on his debut),, 
the horse that has come into 
consideration whb cme hfr is Fm 
Supposin. Richard Rowe’s ex- 
pensive purchase was beginning 
to kx)k, and run, like a white ele- 
phant this season after four 
straight defeats. Then, howev- 
er, came a spanking demolition 
of some decent rivals at Win- 
canton, where the six-year-old 
was afforded a decent pace for 
the first tune this campaign. 

“It was nice to see him run 
to the line that day and, more 
than that, go three furlongs af- 


ter it," Rowe says. “Richard 
[Dunwoody] said he had a prob- 
lem pulling him up, and it was 
nice to see him smiling because 
he doesn’t do that very often. 

“If people want to crab that 
form It’s up to them and I'm 
happy for them to back some- 
thing else if they want to. I 
would say my horse has defi- 
nitely come on for the run, be- 
cause that’s the first time he’s 
seen a race out.” 

Tm Supposin certainty did 
that m this race 12 months ago 
when, on potyhis third start over 
timber, he finis hed fourth to 
Make A Stand. The tall horse 
has received considerable buff- 
ing since then and comes into- 
the contest on a seasonal high. 

In what may well be an ex- 
ceedingty fast championship, 
the best Flat horse may now 
have the tools to become the 
best hurdling horse of them alL 
TM SUPPOSIN (nap 3.15) is al- 
ready a Derby winner, having 
won the Ulster Harp version at 
Down RoyaL In addition, he was 
beaten only seven lengths in 
Winged Love’s 1995 Irish Der- 
by, when he finished in front of 
a horse called Celtic Swing. 
Many more Celts are about to 
be frustrated this afternoon. 


The Festival. 
And 

Enter Charlie, 
Aidan and JP. 


(Istabraq’s Champion Hurdle: 5/2.) 


FOR NSTANT BETTWG. PHONG 


SMURF1T CHAMPION HURDLE 


2m v, Cheltenham 

5/2 Istabraq 
6/1 Dato Star 
6/t I'm Supposin 
7/1 Shadow Leader 
10/1 Pridwell 
14/1 Grimes 
16/1 Theatreworld 
1 VI Relkeel 
20/1 Sanmartmo 

E/W ono-quartvr Hi 


3.15pm, Uve on CH4. 

25/1 Cadougoid 
25/1 Kerawi 
33 ft Graphic Equaliser 
33/1 Marello 
40/1 MistinguBtt 
4V1 Red Blazer 
60/1 Shooting light 
100/1 Lady Daisy 
150/1 Bellator 

■ ock>* ■ plan 


GUINNESS ARKLE TROPHY 


2m. Chutenham 235pm. Lhnon CH4. 

1 Wl Lake Kariba 


11/2 Cfeamplen* 

0/1 Direct Route 
0/1 EdetwBis du Moulin 
VI Kadastrof 
7/1 Wade Road 
8/1 Queen of Spades 
Vi Hill Society 
9/1 Spare Trucker 


20/1 Delphi Lodge 
20/1 Potter's Gale 
33/1 Chiefs Song 
33/1 Hoh Warrior 
33/1 Mandys Mantino 
60/1 Ground Nut 
250/1 Non Vintage 

EWom-qu*rt*f the odds a place 1A3. 
b m BMW or a* <**ta*w SPpraennui Mub nit 4(c) mtuptfi 

Tflaxt prim but Inti dnogod Mon Ms Bmjupai m 
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[For th« Festival, Ladbrokes are favourite.] 


A crucial day dawns for two Irishmen returning to a spiritual home 


WHEN Charlie Swan is legged 
into Istabraq’s saddle before the 
Cheltenham Hurdle this after- 
noon there will be no flamboy- 
ant or nervous words from 
connections. He is not going to 
hear anything like “for God’s 
sake give this one a good hid- 
ing because I’ve got my conkers 
on it". 

There will indeed be lots of 
conkers (by any normal ratio- 
nalisation) riding on Istabraq, 
but the man who will place the 
biggest bet is not giveD to great 
acts of emotion. “Enjoy your- 
self,” J F McManus will say, “do 
your best" 

They call John Patrick Mc- 
Manus “the Sundance .Kid", 
which is perhaps the most in- 
appropriate sobriquet in racing. 
The nickname suggests a figure 
with sequins, a white suit per- 
haps, and a thrusting manner. 
J P is actually thunderously un- 
flashy, an earnest character at 
the races in bis long dark coaL 
You half expect him to start ex- 
tolling the virtues of Mor- 
mo nism . 

“A lot of people wouldn’t 
recognise him,” Edward Gille- 
spie, Cheltenham’s managing 
director, says. “He merges with 
the crowd and only a few, such 
as the serions group he has got 
involved in raring, would know 
who and where he is. 

“He is pleasant but he is not 
Dave Allen and he certainty 
does not go out of his w ay to 
coon the limelight He is es- 
sentially a private man who 
just gets on and does it” 

J P tries to get on at an ear- 
ty price and do the bookmak- 
ers. It is something he has 
affected with uncommon fre- 
quency since Mister Donovan 
became the first horse to cany 
his emerald green and gold- 
hooped colours to success at the 



Hard cash not 
flash defines 
McManus the 
biggest hitter 


Festival in the Sun Alliance 
Novices’ Hurdle of 1982. Mc- 
Manus won a repotted 
£250,000, which, in his perma- 
nently understated style, he re- 
ferred to as “a nice fittie touch”- 

J P McManus was 47 last 
lliesday, but a more si g nificant 
day for him would have been 
Sunday, when a memorial mass 
was held fm John Durkan at 
Newmarket. Puritan was the 
man who found hrm Istabraq - 
before leukaemia located and 
claimed the 31 -year-old would- 
be trainer. 

In the Gold Cup, J P Mc- 
Manus fancies Rough Quest 
each-way and in fife Festival 
Bumper he advances his own 

Joe Mac, who B named after his 

great friend- arid Limerick 
hurier Joe McKenna. But most 
of all J P would Eke to win thfe 
afternoon’s Champion Hurdle: 
for the champi onship nice ku- 
dos, for the punting money 
and, most of all, for John 
Durian, _• 

Richard Edmondson 


ASK 100 betting-shop punters 
to sum up Adrian Maguire in 
one word and 99 of them will 
surely say “detenninaticra”, (die 
other one, the resident smart- 
alec who blights every shop, wffl 
probably offer ‘’injury-prone"). 
Richard Dunwoody is die great 
stylist and Tbny McCoy the 
winner machine, but wben 
Maguire rides a horse, his in- 
defatigability is almost a visible 
saddle-companion, and the 
punters love him for it. 

Quite simply, the last three 
Festivals have not been the 
same without the small bundle 
of grit which belongs aboard 
David Nicholson’s runners. Just 
days before the meeting in 
1995, he returned to Ireland to 
mourn the death of his moth- 
er, while in each of the last two 
seasons, injury has forced him 
to watch from the stands. Back- 
ers whose usual approach to a 
big fidd is to stick a fiver on * 
whatever Maguire is riding have 
been forced to look elsewhere. 

. Now, at last, Maguire can 
pick up the threads of what had 

promised to be one of the great 
Festival careers. He was just 19 
and. still an amateur when a 
chance opening on Martin 
Pipe’s Qmerta in the Kim Muir 
Chase became his first' ride 
and first winner at the Festival. 
A year later, he won the Gold 
Cup itself on Cool Ground, 
while 1994 brought success in. 
the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase (Viking Flagship) and 
Triumph Hurdle (Mysifv). 



Maguire still 
determined to 
add great to a 
gritty image 


in Maguire’s book of rides, but 
it is Reiked, his mount in today's 
Champion Hurdle, who would 
provide the most appropriate 
winning return. TWce scratched 
from the race at theiastmoment 
when near favouritism, Relkeel 
carries the colours of -the. late 


Brigadier Roscoe Harvey, who 
had been one of jump racing’s 
trust committed supporters. 

Such is the strength of 
Maguire’s engagement book 
that he is second-favourite to be 
top rider at the meeting. Za- 
faxabad, favourite for the Tri- 
umph. Hurdle, is his most 
obnous chance, although Zar- 
alaslca (Supreme Novices' Hur- 
dle) and Escartefigoe (Royal & 
SnnAlliance Chase) have plen- 
ty to recommend them. 

Iii the Gold Cup Maguire 
will partner Barton Bank, the 
runner-up to Mr Mulligan 12 
months ago- He will start at 
around 40-1, bnt as Maguire 
points out, “he put up a great 
performance to finfch second in 
the Hennessy and no one said 
he had acbance last year dfber.” 

. Victory for such an outsider 
would normally delight the 
bookies. The best news for 
punters, though, is that Maguire 
is bick, and few of his fans will ■ 
let any monnl go unbacked. 

Greg Wood 



The big-race field 
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ramnnufi too ttaip and vnid lm u mi Be race el hs Ha to 

B°hfli/ DManeaX RtoJngOO 
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mpion Hurdle - IO-year-tal> 



Wlnaarti placa in baM na; o 
StethgpHeat ! 

Winning aflea: 


7-1 50-1 95-40 4-1 6-1 1M »1 ig _ „■ ^ 

6 7 6 7 9 7 


Second Raao wrtra +EQ87. 
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31/CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 


THE INDETEn O tNT 
TUESDAY 17 MAkCH long 

31 


Lloyd serves 


y up another 
as ^ ace with Song 


“He was a lovely animal, 
when you looked into his eyes 
you really felt as though you 
were getting rhm ngh " 

Lloyd is eqrajfy enthusiastic 
about His Song, who was 
bought on tittTK mmmfiwfatift n 
of Mouse Morris,' Ins tramer. 
“You don’t get horses like this 
every day," he says. “He’s got 
a great chance at f5iehenhnm 
. and there’s nothing rd 
better than standing in the win- 
ner’s enclosure but, barring u* - 
jury, he’s got a chance of doing 
even greater things two years 
down the line.” 

Though he is now Britain's 
Davis Clip captain, Lloyd places 
the Cheltenham experience for 

above anything which teniris has 

to offer. 

“No question, it has to be 
Cheltenham," he says. Tcf put 
it up there with the top sport- 
ing events in the world, higher 
than Wimbledon for sure. 
There’s sudb excitement, with a 
great mix of all walks of life. 
There’s Guinness drunk by the 
gallon, others sipping cham- 
pagne and eating strawberries 
and yet the whole crowd is so 
knowledgeable." 

Lloyd is fin from alone in be- 
lieving that His Song will take 
all the beating in the opener to- 
day -three million Irish people 
agree with him fora startCer- 
t airily, be has a favourite’s 


By Greg Wood 

IT MAY be true that success is 
. alia question of hard work, but 
: it stiU does not hurt to be born 
tacky. Enough TmHiooaires to fiD 
tee Dorchester twice aver have 

'3fed to buy success on the turf, 

yet when David Lloyd decided 
, to divert some of the £2Qm be 
made from selling his tennis 
centres into the uncertain xnedi- 
. um of bloodstock, he came op 
with the Lop-class chaser Sound 
Man. Tbday, another of his 
| handful of horses. His Song, will 
start favourite for the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle, and if puttees 
backed the owners rather than 
their animals, he would proba- 
: bly be a shorter price s till. 
little has gone wrong for 
Uoyd, either in business or on 
> the tnrf, since he gave up his life 
. as a journeyman tennis pro 
1 started hiring out the courts 
’ HBtead. Although Sound Man’s 
life was cut short by a tendon 
injury, his cared: brought 17 vic- 
tories from 25 starts, and left 
Lloyd enthralled by racing. 

“I was lucky to have such fun 
with Sound Man," he says. “He 
, gave me my biggest thrill in rac- 
ing when he was beaten by six 
inches in the Aride Trophy by 
Klairon Davis. It was the most 
. exciting race I have ever seen, 
just like the thrill of playing in 
the Davis Cup. 


Cheltenham 


HYPERION 

2.00 Shahrur 3^5 Even Flow . 

235 Queen of Spades (nb) 430 PapUlon 
~ - 3^5 DATO STAR (nap) SU15 Tompetoo 
GOING: Good to Soft 

* • Loft-hand, galoping come wflh stiff fences. Uphf rut-in afatOyd ~ 

9 Couse is one mis north of town off AOS Bus ink ton Chettsnhani Spa ndf stiffen 
(served by Bristol, Bhn&tgtiBnmd London, FWdngton) two rifles awsu ADMISSION: CU> 

- £60; TattBraala £25; Couago EndomreEtl CAR RftRKrES. 

9 LEADING TRAMBtS: M Pipe — 38 wtanere from 259 nims gives a success ratio" 
of W* D Wchoison 34 from *8 (Rt%): N TMatDn-OavfM»2Sfran 222 ptT%)j J G*- 
: Ibrd 2D from H8 (KS%). 

. 9 LEADING JOOCEVS: R Duiwoody 35 wfna from 186 ft79%); A P McCoy 30 from US 
(259%); N WIRwnsoa 30 Imm t» {222%); 11 A FBzgarakf «ftora WO ftUfiJ, 

: 9 favour rTES: 203 wins to 530 races paaK). 

BUNKB4ED FIRST TUI E: Arehfee Footage, Chous Star, Manflawo (200) Mfetaalo 
1 (shored) (505). . , 

■- [o~nnl CnRQENSUPRBIIE NOVICE HURDLE (Grade tt WSKM 
(CLASS A) £45,000 added 2m 110yds £36,662 .JHifl 
t 28144 AIGBILEKH HOUSE (5) (D) (Ms ALXBeQMHcujgsn |t$ 611 — COfioyer 
2 4/tl ARCHIVE RXJT*GEp(5(C5(l^M£riirt)DWjyf5 6 T1 a_^__^_HDpwoodyB. 

e 436 CHAflMBM AmiBWL^ipQQifcal B 

5 -11495 CtactgSDWpr)(CD)(nw r»U i wfeu> DWBhct«onS118. . ^. R Jofaraoafl 

6 OflBOO R>BUU3MtmmW^Pbsl^aL^UP|»S-tia.^ ■■■■„., ; f 

7 BUUfft4B)UmMRMiiclPVUiMrS < Tia : J A McCarty 

a va poi»DRYUuc(3a)(D)(Aa*«)M*MB»sfcynia — s pmm 

8 B3C1 CMTFUX(2q<D)(GlMCteri«)NTvto»»OwtaBnB : Ct to arty n 

O 3P33 GBBtALABSBHUf (U) (ThaCorftanrtyGltogamBII B M Metre* 

n -3CP1 G1MGER HM {«) (D) (M VtnDooma| 1*5 J Pto«n5 J1 B _ i __BRrant 

6 i-7ttt HSSONQ(B1) (D)(DLtapQMMonk|fy51l S ~ „RHugh« 

6 32 KKSKATO / V Sta JerayagttaAPwrattSTI 8 —^-MAftogartid 

W 41161 NATIVE ESIXTB) (37) (D) p*3 B M McKirasy) N Moada H 6 U 8 PCOtrery 

* -T3F32 OONAGifS STAR (30) (D) P MAtaun) D Sear (H) 8 11 B _CFSmo 

V 332 PEfCVCRnweB)(Bf)StaSPDsrt)PW«wST18 — Altasfen 

V 140 POUtR PROSPBCT (17) (D) (Mr&kteiDLaaUB YaM) P htabb*5 T1 a GUnrey 

6 -Tim tXJMZE(24)(D)(MtoCBynistPHUQ|iw||M|51tB — : : IMfenn 

6 320031 ROYRL SQMfTAR (10) (P JM fitting) MtxifiHu 6 11 B AMftta 

20 324 SMJE&{M)OTlMriMnKSti)MlJRran6t!S ... - JFTMay 

21 U1 SSBflJtPfTY (34) (EQ (M J Lfcdon) U F^» 5 tl 8 — ; : — TJMwpby 

■ 22 mm SHAHRUH (T7) (D) (Mrs Baabath KtensnJ 0 L Moan 5 it B JU K e sn s tfi 

: 23 6623 UNARMS (30) (D) (Mm P ifc*a) P fefee (M) S K B. TP*eaey 

» 163 WAHBA SANDS (IB) (D) PR [Lrrd JCU*jp5n 8—^__—AP McCoy 

, a CPI ZARALASXA (SI) (B) [Lady Ham) D Mehotacn 711B AMagnlra 

i 26 3f FRB4CH BALLSWAfH? (D) £toJ fctegrre) P Rym (M) 5 Tl 3 : BBHaflay 

I 27 2 IOI DANCER (B2) P*s ACftnanQ M Fspe4 tl 0 JLonbt 

I 2B 32Q33 KLffiSDE LAD ff7) (D) p Wbial) D Mchokon 4 II 0 — J JThnrtno 

| 2B 2TTKJ IUMLBO(T7)(D)(SMltac«]MP^S4Ka CltadlB 

30 1 R£AUyOfWra(n)9)C»sWLi7eWl)WPMJhs(M)4T10 — DJ Corny 

"-SOdiciusd- 

'^rTWO;4-l Hh Song, 7-1 Zawtosta. H Fnwcft Mfertas, 10-1 An s tWs Pmnsgs, WthttsSsads, 

31 Fomdry Lm, Nstfvs Eitttss, 14-1 Qidnzs, 16-1 GMlbD^ 25-1 Kbg Kite, OongfaV Stm, 33-1 
Bantam, Ctrcu StM, Rudy Choflsd, Gtagsr Ra, Shsfeui SM aUMo 

; 607: Shadouf Loador E Tl B J Qttoma 5-1 (C Egartor^ « uk 
FORM GUIDE 

HfS SOWS stands out on hte second to totabraqMLeop a rd a town- that cmckinqrui fat- 
lowing an unbesfen sequence at Naas Ftdryfnun and Laopardstom Ftanch Marta 
to taMnsBng In first she wsetanutesaMnst Hs Song at leopudstawi flseMon rtoe teyhs) 

' end hes won in great sfyta since h tosltag grouxf at Nsraa But tfis mam neeife to hv 
prow a bunda to nwaraeihelonn vetlto He Song, who meet s harnn7to better femu,l»feii4-- 
-(■ Sends ruw h tfes insteed of the Champion Hudte, He Sod the mud h hto days on the 
Isvei, and wa asked s stem quadSon egslnst IUi Suppoeh on feet yourxl at Vlfincanton 
: tost lime. Wheiswr happsns, ha ahoUd u (seat mm eerier Wetheity fcim wMfi Forndry 
Uane on 7b better terma. With Tbry McCoy riclng^ Ms John Duriop hussi Wahfea Sands 
it™ the pace to b« raopecHd. Zsnfeeta to a simartype^ betag anough to wta hrt 

^aces on the Isvsl at Royal Ascot and Haydoch. Soft ground may not ba Ns Ideal ap of 
hs. but cannot bended out wtth any confldanosswi if he was lunedom MS-1 on by 
■Vtoihfin Sends at Lrtcestac Ffchard Dutwoody rides Derma Wtatdto Archfw Fortes* h 
Giaour of anottw of WaeucceasMridoa, Qntaee. Arehtoe Footage tbaweteer to beet Oon- 
• aghtoSlw and Unarmed a Ftfryhouaefeetlbna an d tmt form wood aocm good enough 
put Mm smack in lha pteuettdey wtti hia betag so Btfidy mced-GrtlfeK doesnrt hue . 
?*• farm to win Ws, but tide a tough geUng who doted a penalty at Chepstow feat *na 
v and sue to coma Mo hia own ki a fedHui race. There woiddrrt be too much wrong with 
VW lum oflou-tino winner Native Ertrtas, end the metdan Ktog Keto cortd newnbe 
-ertad e aurpdse winner after e fbia run In second to Grey Shot at Ascrt with BaaeCout 
: (nrirnar of a smaS race aftanearde) sawn lengths behind hfen fiiMrai: HB SONG 


A Dobbin 

i JFTMay 

— T J Murphy 

JR K a wi aS h 

TP'Baeqr 

AP McCoy 


DJCeny 



Lloyd (centre) gets the low down on racing from Eddie O’Grady (left) and Richard Dunwoody Photograph; Phil Smith 


chance, bat the worry aboathis 
price is that it depends rather 
heavily on what appeared to be 
an outstanding performance 
behind Istabraq in the Irish 
Champion Hurdle on his most 
recent ran. 

The last novice to run so^ well 
in that race was DanolL and he 
duly landed a huge gamble at 
the FestivaL An alternative 
view of the race, though, is that 
Istabraq is a little short of top 
class over two miles and His 
Song is simpfy veiy promising 


novice, which rakes tedey's 
odds desperate^ short. 

He is one to oppose - a state- 
ment which is true of almost all 
Festival favourites - and Wahi- 
ba Sands (next best 2^)0) could 
be the one to beat him. His 
eariy-season fonn - including a 
defeat of today’s rival Zaralas- 
. ka - was tugbSy promising, and 
die fierce pace which seems cer- 
tain today should bring further 
improvement. 

There is value too in the 
Arkle Uropby, where LAKE 


KARIBA (nap 235), who pul up 
an excellent trial at Warwick last 
time out, must be backed at the 
14-1 offered by William HID this 
morning. His price certainly 
makes more appeal than any- 
thing in the handicap chase 
which the same bookmaker 
now sponsors, but the remain- 
ing two events both offer pos- 
sibilities. 

With amateurs holding the 
reins, the Fulke Whlwyn/Kim 
Muir Handicap Chase is not a 
race for the timid, but the gen- 


erally available 9-1 against With 
Impunity (430) isworthasmaD 
interest. 

The final race, meanwhile, 
offers another favourite to op- 
pose in U nsinkab te Boxer, who 
is trained by Martin Pipe and 
very much a stayer on the up, 
but still a laughable price at 
odds as low as 11-4. Spendid 
(530), from David Nicholson’s 
yard, is better value at 16-1 
(Coral), all the more so since 
Adrian Maguire will be assist- 
ing from the saddle. 


nr5E1 ARKLE CHALLENGE TROPHY (NCMCE) CHASE WSKM 
(Grade 1) (CLASS A) £75,000 added 2m £S0,052 WOm 

1 6SK 069^8 SONS (38) (CO) (Ms A Devine] SDo« 8 11 8 HAFBanld 

2 -4RZ6 DBJW LODGE m m|M Faun) Tufa MB 11 8 TPTmcy 

3 2-61 li D4RSH- ROUTE f - (D) (M J H Jotreai 7 Tl 8 ADO** 

.4 Mtn B&SfBBDUMOUUNtTTJM^OgdMGFkbKliBIIB ACartMRy 

5 I?lH2 GROUND NUT (33) (□) (Mrs R L Ka4dne) H Budder BUS BPdmU 

6 SOBS HU. SOCIETY (37) (D)(F Gray) NMondB MBn B FTOmMody 

7 0-1 P4 K0H WARRIOR (H) (D) (DFMport)Caccfca71i 3_ GBnlw 

8 tQ61 KADASTROF (17) (D) (APFUo^ RDUdoflll 8 A Thorton 

0 IfBI tAKEKARMW(Mn<Bvt]B^otxn)CUi]iW)KqPffchclt71l8 TJMopfay 

tl 320-IP MAMnSKAHTMO(1^ (CD)(Bf^pPtoSkaU) JGHarjSfl 8 PMd* 

IT SXPg NON VWIAaE (10) (D) (A Mann) M Chapman 7KB WMfartbtagtan 

604U143 SPACE TRICIQ1 (81) (CD) [tin E QuaMy) Urz J Hminglcn (kf) 7 Tl 0 NWHaraon 

a 144D WADEHOAO p3) (D) gadCadogan] MtlH KriQhl7T1 H JFTttoy 

14 1011)1 POTTERS G*£C1€MD)yERDtto)DI*lxtaoi7 113 .^gob* 

a -T1332 oust OF SPADES - q (CD Bf) (IteRVbugha^ NTw5tav£tW»«B 11 S CUartyn 

8 mm CHANPLEVE (34) (D) (D A Jctmacr^ M Plpo fi Tl 0 APHoCoy 

-IBdMdml- 

BgmM&n-aCliwnptort, CBlf i III DuMoiMivB-I Pfcect Routo, fCaditrol, 7-1 Whda Baal. 8-1 « 
SotfeUKM ChMnOf Sputa, Space!*** 12-1 LMm Katie, 20-1 RBtatolkk,«1 Dofehl Indge, 
39-1 CHMtoSa^'mfe%eHrtn.4M Hob Maria BB-IGnud Itat; 288-1 Non 
687: ORcyMBTt BAP HfcCay n-2 {UFfeOSwi 

r • FORM aUDe 

•DWMitontofcpickArtdbetoeftCfiManrtig Kifeet i u lonttieaaylwetrBimBd Ask 
Tbm at Nowtou(y. BW; l» «yfl have to ba wto-feani |d gut home here and Aimw looks 
owns Hspta» lake "Keitoe wis pegging back. Kadaotrof at Kisfrgiton on Baring Dayaf- 
tfrsorafcliimpfeganoeB. IM> tougher Mck ertsUt Lake Ktofea batter and he <sd eai nt 
^ t * sco l c - ^***??** ^ Mkie^in he** boon Jurnpsnfl bofefty 
to May WweiitaWrn four sttoffe bat ho htoaiT beaten wiytHng of now and h« cortd be 
tlto type wto oaoia nmytotag to go hfe way. CHAMPLEVE to a wivwr amt longer tips 
mar lunloa and bfenefed to prow too Btreng at ttw daath lor Kadasinsf and tho othara. 

. Tha etabio eon Ihto tool year wtoi Of RwM. w*l Chantifen toata to* pert otter a char 
victory at A*eot blowing a strol « LHgflokt Ho moett the enmm today, but toe 
fema ta a b(g ptoa aopadrty wtoi Vis cut to the grcutoL WMa RoikI has aNqra lookad 
dacentatocathabmper wki at Ascct Hb has a great chanca after drawing dnr of 
ricana bmp and Quean OTSpodea at Aacat toot Ana when Dbact Rout* departed tec : 
□utwtwn bang ta uontanfign. Quean Of S(>ades Is a hamy mam who ahouid go ckw 
meaftig Wada Ftoad on Bto batter teime, and aha gets tha earna pul eAh Lata Kariba 
<attw«iM4er«tofaaaltoartWvwich Satoction: CHAMPLEVE 

Jo cel WILLIAM HILL NATIONAL HUNT HANDICAP 171 
CHASE (CLASS B) £40,000 added 3m If £36,1 04 K&fl 

1 -B42F4 UNGUMD WSSAE (46) (CD) p E Hsmsor^ G Rfchods ® K 10 ADobbta 

2 YDIMBMBItBI tM(DD)(BUa£diini)NlWila>0B4n11 IIS C Maude 

3 -6311 0CCOU)(SS)pHltt»d)Qrtttert7Oia .RHmrtoo 

4 «35F MCHCAE1DCH (Its} (D) (FJCBrtaO J Khg98 O RDuanody 

5 R*2 S RWBMAMiSTE (24) (CD)(4fi»IXO«™rf)Vte6iwite)T faster Tl tJft_ — ATlBnta 

6 1-22P4 WHAT A HAND FABxiai8 PNfch=fcCt)8 TJ Murphy 

7 V8T1 EVBJ FlOW(f7)|ATAW0BB)TCeoey9X7 ; — : HAFtogoMd 

8 53M0 ST M EUION Melon EsUstiP Vetter 9 TIB NWMuaaon 

8 4HB20 DESTW DTSTRUVAL (24) PC Mercer) D fAdwhon 7 105 Attaguta 

V 1 flora GMME HVE (23) (J P McMml E OQoly M A 64 CFSaan 

11 BJ43 GliTIHI t£-;: (47) (LteTPtoigto* J GHtad8 O 2 Pffide 

6 633F1 !BE1>EIBK«(M(l9<MnSMcCtay)MHauiganM7Vl CODwyerB 

8 Uffln LLAHAFRAMC fM) p3) (FAFamml) M F^eSOO A P McCoy 

-13 dBdanBd- 

rozr. Tnm baxtesp wagta: Lu+U-Fank 8a 728x 

BETTWGt 114Ew Ho^7-1TM Tha Wppec 8-1 Gknow Hw, 1 0-1 Luv-U-Fnrt, DccoW, Hner 
IlnM^ 124 Deafln DEetnnal, IneSioaBoctv Uosuktad Msaite, What A Hand, M-1 Ibung Hm- 
tfa; 16-1 51 HiMon F»i™ay, 20-1 War Mi 
«B7: R)4rt Nap 11 11 2 D BrtJpnttraM (R Aha) M ran 
FORM GUHJE 

If EVBi ROW goto thb lr^A and ttwa Is every ctwice ha vil as ha vwn a pakiMD-pokt 
on heavy ground as a youngster, thorn muot be a vary good chanoa ha can cany on thia 
■aaaorfe good woriL Bton Plow is mom than confining hb promtee of 995 tolowing hia 
abaance td bat aaaaon and took a successful atop ip to grade altor an aftorUsaa Hamp- 
ton win vrtion beating an ta-form Monnate Forte at Hwdock fast tfcna. LAshfethrsapra- 
vtous winB owr fenc«,lhffl was cnw two and a half mtos and hs was staying on stnaiffr. 
Unguided IfiasRa, afaler h fctsl yoarK Gold Cup before going on to win nt AJrtfrea, hasnl 
found htoJarn ttto aaaaon. Young HoatJorcontlnu» a long way baton Hs beat sid al- 
though Occoid and Lw-U-Fhank coma into ihls on the back or winning farm, both are 
up H grade, by soma way tor Luv-D-Frai*, who h vMd out ot tha handicap. Onaaftha 
older seasoned chasers fa Body to pm more of a ttiaat and Wear Uandato fits the bi 
nlcafy. He takes a bit e# ooaafng at times but can produce the goods and ran oul a ready 
wlnna fretn ^irth Royal, Daatln D*Eatruval and Gflttar tala at VVWherby in Jvuary be- 
fore findngttal too much of a teal In too ground along with SI MatOon Fafcway ai Chep- 
stow What A Hand has a chance on Ms nos here ki November and at Sandown the 
tolOHlng month - JnoheaOtocti held each th»- ancfHah chafiangar 1M1 Kn Nipper 
comes into it on hia rui againatTYne For Alton at LeopanMtomn naher than Ms recent 
Ftoryhouse win S ele ct ion: EVEN FUW 


A on] FULKE WALWYN KIM MUIR CHALLENGE CUP H’CAP 
LT ,JW I CHASE (CLASS B) £2SfiOO added 3m If £22,926 

1 335M LD STHBBONE (17) (CD) Rls 8 CfeflQj T’ftla 6 It X NrSSrtoaB 

2 46-111 RAHLUJH (4^ (q (D) ;Mis J !*>ian) T WtKh (hrl) 7 Tl B MrRWto 

3 2-4P14 TBSFORARUNf^iqpPMAhnislECnSradyMItltl MrPMon 

4 Rf&5 TARTAN TRADEWINDSJ.'^ (D) (AdfeytiaA Ud) G RHhtvdi 11 Tl 0 Mr A PMrica- (7) 

5 3-34F1 BARONET (25] (D) (Ms D Thompson DMchiscnB 109 MrOMcPflMB) 

6 3I-SP4 CAHBOO GOLD (BCQ P) (VIsSC Nata^ KBairy9t37. WR«Mdayp)B 

7 1UUS3 WnHBBWSIYg^pzeSaa?PNfct»l59B4 WJUnvd(S 

B 5C2B ORSWaj. LAD p4) (R M E P Hcbbs 9 1) 1 llr R WUgw (7) B 

9 331HF DtWALI DANCSI (IQ (BECtt^ M RpaBtlQ MrG BUB B 

V WPP TIME ENOUGH (T2) (CO) (Tha Lr»* Pcrtnerah^ C One** 9 W 0 Mr E Jam (7) 

11 -32F2F QBEtAL PONGO (Z^ (Us J K Powdl T Geage 9 f) 0 HMaPOnkyP) 

6 22Bif WWfTHt BSIE (52) (D) ffesM WBW) J H JcTraon OWO HfrCBomarp) 

S 28230 DECVB0RQ (26) (D) "sf) (T Mai) M Pp« 7 1) 0 UwS Vickery (7) 

14 96225 IN TRUTH (Kfl (Us E Houkn) S Gt*^ t» 60 MrS DmcfcPJ. 

-14dsdarad~ 

MMnn Htatt TIM. TnAtmaSavnlgHKTmBn&i to 13b. Efemfftngo WSb Htarfiefe 
MMl (MqSagMMt; feTndi flat /3b 

1 BETTING: 54T1M For A Run, 100-30 PapMoo, 8-1 Boonet, 1IE1 OrtwM Lad), WU bopuMy, 12-1 
Cariboo Sold, Dtoal Oaxm, VMk Bela, 20-1 taltoUi, la Sfeegona, 2S-1 often 
nr. Kk« liaAr S K 5 R Thomtan n 74 (D Nchotaon) 11 ran 
FOraiQUtDE 

TIME FDR A RUN. tt*d it tha Coral htortla h 1995, lha wpfeood tamuKefor it h «96 
and el the raga far this racn last year when touched off by King Ludfen, am floaty d»- 
Iver the gooda He showed how wel ha retaina Ue tomi by winning tha vaiurtto Paddy 
Power Chase at Leopardstown over Chriatmoa. Mb arty outhg einca was at Navan 23 
days ago and he was staying on wel ovaran tanrinryana%>. Papfllon wra favoisite far 
tha Paddy. Powar only to nai poorly on the soft greuvl and fkiiah taled oft That rant 
hfe truo torm, aa ha ao ciaarty ahorwd when reappearing over lha Naw Cause here at 
the end of Oarwarypni^ and proving too stronQ for Pata Tha P»aon.Car*xio Goto - 

chopped av«w rather qufcldy after Micwring ahead nix fencaa out h Sal By The Start 
raceatKBrrpbnbttlanalbttingSeierigttwbehtanirnatqiOraart UaLA7bpul 1 
bhonlyaufflctanL but FtopertVWdayb a good booktag.Orswee Lad tin rui aama sound . 
racea atoca therv whhhg at LtagfUd bet runrtng parttoclarly ml h defeat In good com- 
pany atthar side of that aoronafa Junping was batter than K had been tor a wrtfe at 
Sttidown test month. Saladtan; TIME FOR A RUN 

' c nc \ UNICOIN HOMES GOLD CARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
FINAL (CLASS B) £30,000 Bdd«d 3m 2f 

1 5-5B50 ALLEGATION (IB) (C) (Merfn RawijB M Pipe B 6 0 Rttogtoe V 

2 P4P053 PLEASURE SHARB)(t7) (TEava^ PHobtB to II 7 RDunmody 

3 3M« GIIAN COVE (LIT Lockyflr) RAhorSh 5 AUmton 

4 3980 JACK BUTTON (H) 0taS A JonaRBcfc Jonas Bin ROwitty 

5 1-5003 C0«#IARfl.p2) (C) (Rfchard&Ban Pattng^ MPpeB 00 RJUnmB 

8 11/228 GREAT EA8EBY (31) (CO) pCBsayJWSoreyB tJtl RMeGkatoa 

7 33-Ttt UNSMCABLE BQXH1 (48) (P Own) M B T) 8 A P McCoy 

8 tCFSO COUCHANTRty (MmRHtacJMPipeTVIl OSqviefSJB 

9 -11842 3PENDE) p8) (C) (BF) fife S Catfisreaoci) D NdrolBln fl O U AUegnlre 

8 33025 IETA51ASI0 (17) (F Itafcn) D McArcfe fty 6 O S HRognV 

It 64-411 TOIB>ETD0(B3)P«*rl^NTW*»0wiBa7OB C U —rtyp 

8 -0404 HALE DBfflMG (94) (D) (Us VStadsMbiNTWistavCMres BOB C Marti 

B 386FP RULES (3Q (Jit SWSoravyCo) Ms JPfcren BOB RFVnart 

14 6366 IVOR’S RUTTER (24) (B^ (W I M Pan) D &Krtr 9 0 4 G BraSsy 

O 45t-SB WARimFOR PLAyBfi(34) (TWarna) P Hobba7 02 CFSOen 

6 (32-11 ARDRONAN (101) ^irsLRvlougtin)JJ 0144802 PCvbany 

V 2600 CKAB)OLCtq(CnbdRatartiH Jntn Baiy 900 PHda 

O BB50P HARBOUR SLAND (tj) (M B Jcne^ M Rpe B O 0 Mr S Dureck (5) B 

9 83/11 CTtUNG RHYTHM (89) (Spothg ttas Baere) K Bafey B O 0 NWHaaom 

SO 20234 (F24KrWscrtJHto7t30 J A McCarthy 

SH P-1530 SPRING MARATHON tol) (C) (D) (UaN DrtfokQ MrtN [\4MdBt10 RHotoy 

22 -BBSS DAUY BOY (15) (D) (T H Berrett) T Eastertiy 8 10 0 LWyar 

23 -OGOO CLABfmWANB4) (p) (Uni B Lnckay] M Tbmphfca 6 00 RThonOon 

21 35040 SamON serai (T7)(JPM*tanuqF Bury M a t30 FM Barry 

-24 dadoed - 

Starfl M 1 lb, Spriq Moat/™ B« IQIk Drty Bsy 9H 10b. OWnow SB Sb; Saoiori Seven M 2fe. 
BETTWCfc 3-1 UnirtDlMi Bo«c 13-2 Tbrapntao, M Astmrai, KH Gmt Enafay Utlmtttkx, Sprung 
Rhythm, 12-1 Spanfld. 14-1 JacfcBrttan, 18-1 Hath Petting. Wamr For Pfeynra, 20-1 AMiBiflon, 
25-1 hers FAittK Pfenura Stared, Sscflon Seven, 33-t arim* 

8B7: Rrananear 7 n 9 RThnm E) 1*-i P Nkhobcn) 24 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

UnsHrtMa Boxor'a haanT come off the bit in wtnrtng three novice staying ewnta and 
was so impressive at Doncaster last tkria Stabtomste ADeoatton, pipped on the post In 
the shorter Coral Cup last yean Jaaps tha wrtghfs *wm going up. If anything can prevent 
UnstrttaUa Baser from oanylng on hie rnerry way ttb TOMPETOO wno toNowed up Ida 
vrin at Karrton in January tybwmgUnaWatoieBoartsletiBtre att Gyaart by eight faiglhs 
indar a penalty at Aecot a vreek tator. It took Tbmpetoo a flme to assert end ha shndd 
ba even more suited by tortqrh extra two ftxtanga. Hfe start* was tourth feat veer with 
HaBa Darring. Great Eaaaby was succasafU on Bra Flat etter beating GBfeti Cova and 
Phamnear (bat yaar* winner) ki a tight finish tar thfe race in 1B9R but ha missed feat jump- 
kig aaason and his torm hasrtl been arte the same on his return. Bpamfid cortd prove 

a bigger danger: Selection: TOAff'ETOO 


ROanttr 

RJohmonB 

-Rllrthrtip} 

A P McCoy 

.OSqrpianB 


21 35040 SECT10N1 


HRognV 

CUeaaBye 

C Marti 

R Faroe 

GBndhy 

CFSaan 

PCarbany 

PHda 

IOSDmcfc{5) B 


FM Barry R 


HYPERION 

£25 Sweet Claeaux 3JD0 Castle Coin 
135 Nocatehlm 4.15 Final Hope 450 
Gunner 5J20 Newbridge Boy 

Good to Soft (Good ki pfecnel 
renrtH«ntt mdrtating coun» 

/feRaeacoume Mdtuatod ana rrie aomtva agrtl uwn 
'wartoa Junction of AS89 and A177. ADMBSIOM: 

• LEADING JOCKEYS; G Lae 1&«4 (25*). J Sup- 
Bfe «-70ft9%), J.Callaohan «-tt2 (toW* B Smrey 

■EMERffl HRBarTBIE: thmpto Garth (US. Gthoai 
•■rfMtiBftsa^' 


Cl SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
rJ OLE (G) £2^00 3fTi3f 110yds 

' MSW4G0UA (71(0680 NSafl 

1 MSrCtSEMKpSI(C0)B1l9 WMukoB 

POtOPONYflflfcjfl 6U8- naw<« 

1TBCETHE GROOM n BOB S Whew (7) BET 

RHHBjrawto56BH da d ft W!P( j AR 

SN830NAB8EV(I3) (0^607 BftatfegB 

Ga5ANStKR(18)50e JtMbghaiV 

TaMMtlC n OSSgTBOnO-MHNMpfj lwi a 

WKneALHfrpR7iio — asJb*iy 

TTItORUM BOLD B Stony 

P* PMR 


1DD-30 Mooo- 
M-IattMm 


HYPERION 

I^O A^az 150 Denbrae 2J20 Divine 
MtoP 2JSS Greenwich Fore 325 Bold 
Fatal 4X15 Zaloitto 4.40 State Ap- 
5.15 Dukhan 

{***5: Sfendam STALLS: 5FB 1li6f owtaidBi rest 

JjWaDRAWADVAHTAGE:Hddtotohighrt>toTa 

•^retard eufeco; fefWiand sharp, 
•Owsaltf&JiWofMowerh.ADiaSSKXi:&A)C® 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: J Quinn 3«E0 pHftL 
^jmock 3B44B pnq. Dan McKaown 87-31 7 
g3t)A CpBwna 23^27 (lQilt,). 

Equaitaa ^4so«d, 12C), Cabeharvo Gk»- 

1 fr Wsonm 255), , ■ 

rr20l THOROUGHBRED H’CAP 
L=li ICWSS D) TON 1) £5,000 5f 

■ j DPRECWEMflaffta -) J ( Qatar 2 

--SjSSSWSArSsiC: 

^.3216 . ...AMflaflYBi 


BEnwa W SMstetanc, 7-2 P* Pmr 

8-1 Staton Att* M Mot CM dfeaa 

l o T ihl TOTE NOVICE CHASE 

J,UU 1 (CLASS E) E4L«0 2m 5f 

1 035801 CASTLECOfllOTnBIlB 

2 B48B J>UIAWA BM»a«Blia, — -J*rL^ wpte(D 

9 3P5P4 CR0W9J HOUSE HUIL — BHlRfc fl 


5 03M8 SHADOW JJRYMpJJfl 98 

8 BBB1M.B QUOMBP1-- - 

8 Si 

s 08832 HMt«0IBBni*W47U.— — JOdreJ 
t jwao WLDCnY«47B. ^aflM*M*IBY- 
-IBdadoad- 

lUsumaeUCTMKfe. 

BMnfirttA«7ie9bWC4>73rML 

BETTMS: 7-4 Dandrt; M Shadw Joy, »w FtoftaMaBe 
Low, 7-1 ApB.8-1 1M Mare 

U c T H DAHTMOOR LIMITED 
STAKES (F) (DIV I) £3,000 7f 
oo-tt WMAaEnini)«B« .TCIK*d*>2 

2 

3 0835 VI I/YIF NfflVF (If) ItftB -***71 

4 4D34 DBOMEMWWB88 

s SS SS°D SB&mzzSSR 

$ Swt aMRfflFfi*fi?(14l|n?93-- r -^W8“* 

-Bdicind— 

RETTHa 11-* DsBt*m,4-1 Dortn Hyet, M torewj*, M _ 
*Fmay,M«rtDBrtfe,8-loflas • 
r 0 o a TttWOUGHBRED HW (D) 
^^ u l frHVm£5DQ0a(Kted5f 
6436- gVM»QiAPgU(07)pg)flBa ^Alaft— 4 


4 HP**/ WHO* (11)902 DBertw 

8 . 25/P IBCSAIDPBflBffl) 70 2 -BSfeny 

.8 4dW2 HOOMJetfr»ITUE{n)6fl2 auromys 

7 -05SES THOMAS HOPE ■ 9 11 2 11 H HangHen^) 

B 5RFP5 SAME POfT p gj u II 0 ^ J Burts 

BETTBife 84 Cart* Csta, 3-1 Afeam A Rant IMHO Mooo- 
. IgM VoSaa, F-1 Gnodal Haas, 14-1 H)piwp,2B-I atbas 

MITSUBISHI HANDICAP 
I CHASE p) £6,000 2m 5t 

1 233a CR09BCAieaitH)(m88O KJdaai 

2 2T33S..BNBtUNSmi(^(Q9Bf)91t4 DPatar 

a UBS GSWG am m 9.6 C B9 mw 

4 3D44B Nocnanmgtinsiiii asms 

5 34086 HARLMaran«8£1 Sflyfer A 

.B&TTMG 74 HdcMcMa »4HwUB^HClMi0eiBeiv 
P-2 YoHng 0 bU, 2H Kofcrtnn 

fYi'EITOTE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) Cl ^00 3m 3f 

1 OPS HW.H0PEWD8* Iht FMMdBRp) 


Z BBSS MLACEGKtEJACKM)BX)7B7taaatNBIdiM2 

3 81352 DnEMBB4>nra395 DSanoyEis 

4 MED- 80CT IlW WMM0K(M)M8B9CadlMMB)B 

5 OflflO JM)EA*MB««fcbl4fl3_CLi*fcrp)7 

6 DBOM BOWCUFft GRAMGt AB)P)a8D — LOwaoSt 

7 04500 BORMAN (min 87 n — PHQrtams 

S com- H9aHTHEBHP , (1g)W870JfefeDaMr9V 
9 040000 BOfFY (H9(CO)57 1) hnM»ni 


2 5B6F RfEAGH LAD (P24 FD) 666— JRHF9nli(7) 

3 SW TaBUQ«ffiHPTa|(C)BWRNBBiihfer(7)B 

4 43M5 RHHRMII(27)(CJBC7 HrJAtandap) 

5 1 PP 3 P-" IELHK{Jt 1)7127 Mb C F art ( 7 ) 

e B-B SnflN NOYfrpES) 882 MrKAafeaaffl 

7 ftn -1 HA6AR p*34 9 611; — kHBrimfl 

BETTIN& 48 HipA 4-1 Sayta Noel, 7-1 FU Hqw^lO-1 toe- 
pk Gadh, haagfa led, 12-1 IMkft, 18-1 RmMomi 

| A CA I MITSUBISHI NOVICE H*DLE 

£3£00 mares 2m 5f 110yds 

1 qop BU2MSH0uygs)6«e 

2 - 4208 DEIANTMLLBMBIIC 


pi)5t)8 _0hn 


MMbrMHIl BMaffcftoaAtJtoflaiey wsftBo^Jirsh 
flETtBAJ: 138 IMm Haef) 7-2MngBBJ*ck,S-l Hok OnA- 
mho. 7-1 Brad Oopon, 8-1 Sstaefea, W-1 dhn ' 

\n cel CLAIMING LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 1m Of 

1 50058 OWKmHAM(J24(C) WB J eM feK rtnZB 

2 00800 WWADWJ 44 B 2 ; SCfefe( 7)8 

S 04031 LAKERf 

4 OKD- MOHACO 

5 tm CLASSIC MIS (01)589 

B M8K EUAU9C (27)489 

7 BMO QHHXJLSHARC(U)(qnXBa^MItonn 

8 DOOM RND0M(C0)6Bj> 

9 0M10 CMCHARffiOOnm,,- - 

D 60503 BnSNMCHRSREM^BB JGrtaaV 

Tf 40450 TBtfERHBMUflgBB — ... Afataoill 

6 00338 BATBWiW BBS ~!9rt»13 

fj -02264 ^UBBaMSV 

BOTMft 4-1 OvMaii no, » fe w M i Rw,1M Mmmh 
- flaHM Mk B-l Lam w-f otaa 


4 POOP GEM0UYO4) 5 1) 

B OB 
B -0S2F0 MMF 
7 OOP PETHE BUSH (7)5® 
fi 3 PtEASANTSDHJGHT(40)B86 

9 4U42 QUCA MARCH CB)5DE 

0 rani SIDflMY«™KSp^1)t)l2__EI*atwj(1 


|4 4E| COB HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£5,000 added 1m 

1 Wfi GOMBBHAMMRK(Z7)P9Geo»BMrt]H 

2 1DBS SUAUACH ran 6911 A HcCotry (S)2 

3 5-WD BOITCLRtraWW 7 ®® KB** 7 

4 200 *WAHfflip;(C)7B9 APoHpJBV 

5 03EB RRSTMMIE»(C)S9B ClBBBBfflS 

B 4000 IK 1 BTIM(Uqn 9 BB AWM 909 

7 32211 MOQfRAIONG(U)(CO|6B* ACMMM11 1 

8 ua UVEPROKr( 1 B)(C)P)SB 3 SMrtK 

9 0040- «DMCS»BLpBf)591 OMMdl 

V 44461 SEASPOU3E«{CO)7BfiW— 


t S30E PL«SUREtnCXa(CS)78B KfaTirtfaB 

6 44-6 BOUflWHn (COW 566 DRIfcOfeiS 


BETTW8: 84 Qdck Uacft, 4-1 «l» &no« M Dbfert Hb, 
S-1 Ptmnrtt MMA 8-1 Mag Koag Charier w ortaa 

Ic onl TOTE NOVICE HANDICAP 
l q, ^ U l HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m If 

1 5/044 TTCHOILERMNiraTIIV RScqW 

2 (BBS 9MMMLEFUHI(F22)Sfl& BGoOMp) 

3 00F4 IBfflRDGEBOy (71)502 FlrefayR 

4 06F4I SBEBT SEE (15JSB1 MftoOr 

5 00000 HBB4ICLEmBra*BB-. — ■ JLMuBl 

S 50F ROIBIHJDECn)*®® STfetora 

7 COW- HUHTMG8LANE(311)BOB JAMBhiB 

B 0006 UVTH£fiUME(H|fiV7 NKoh/bR 

B 64B0P RLCARXEBAT(1U}807 WMaatti 

9 3604 raRTUNEHOffBI (17}{D)4V7 H(fert{7) 

II 505080 HUBSAWMBDO IMaSLarbIT) 

a H 

BETTitt 1V4 SMa By Skfe, M IbaMigeBOK IMUyTM 
Bkna, 1M Rrtu* Hoppn 7-1 fhawMv Rm IB-1 Lurpak , 
Ugnf,HwBMAlMMdiMav1MrtlM i 


BETTHGC 11-4 Hu Of M|Mi 72 ZBM0, 92 SOT 01 Hbg, 9-1 
Mb Deart, t-1 Grtgi. M C*ni 1 M rtbaa 

\a An ARAB SELLING STAKES 
^■^1 (CLASS G) £2^00 1m 3f 

1 BOG SIAIE APPRDWL (24) 5 ®D AHcCO%P)4 

2 COLHJ HERCUBYMnSBB BSUMn(7)1 

3 23300 HEAD 34/08610) (CD) 499 AM* (3 SB 

4 OSUW HB/Bt GOLF OUfBBfp) 490 

5 00063- QUMraSWF(lM)4BB___ 

s oumacaeirsBa clmNwrs 

7 -MB RKKEnE(U)3B2 POmR2 


CHELTENHAM 
100: Hb Sou* was beaten a length 
and a half by Istabraq is the Irish 
Champion Hurdle, but across the 
water there is- confidence too in 
AidUve footage and Reach Bal- 
lerina. The last-named could be 
lrelanif!i best value. FtahafaylMn* 
has solid claims, though Mary 
Rcvcky’s runners have had a thin 
time here. Zaralaskn tooted high 
when winning uu uis hurdles 
debut at Ascot m November sad 
on that farm would win today. Gaoy 
Moore's hurdlers ue numngweU 
and SHAHRUR (available at 33-1) 
is capable erf delivering a strong late 
challenge. He saw loo much day- 
light at Kcmpion. last time. 

OCX) 

2J& Edehmds Du Moulin has yet 
to beat quality opposition over 
fences but must be feared after win- 
ningaU four nitmp this <ea y*n. Ex- 
French Cham pi eve was not Tool 
perfect over Ascot’s obstacles last 
rime but is still a major player here. 
Wade Road is talented but prefers 
right-handed tracks. Kadastraf, a 
powerful £roni-nnmer, wih draw ibe 
sting from most of today’s rivals. 
But the statistics show that all his 
12 victories over jumps hove been 
on tracks with a level rar HOI 
Society will like the drying, ground 
and this one's latest unplaced run 
can be ignored. QUEEN OF 
SPADES is best going left-handed 
and has shown her best form on 
this, her local track. Her mares’ al- 
lowance can enable her to reverse 
Warwick form with Lake Kariba. 


First show 


Cheltenham — 2.00 

c 




GrtHMyBqtJBnrfaotMtpAcBa 7.2*3 

Cheltenham — 235 

Herat C H L. T 


Iferitrtnri 
Direct Renta 
WMa Hoad 
HI Society 
Queen Of 3M 


b -1 n-a n n-a 

6- 1 11-2 B-1 7-1 

7- 1 7-1 7-1 fi-1 

B-1 B-1 9-1 B-1 

iio-i io-i a-i B-i 


sptcaltoctar B-1 B-1 B-1 T2-1 

LrireKotw 6-1 1 A -1 io-i 

MfeTtGrte 20-1 20-1 20-1 20-1 

PetoMUrtra 2»1 2S-T 20-1 25-1 

CMftSBBB 25-1 33-1 33-1 20-1 

HartyeMaittno 25-1 33-1 SH 25-1 

Hu/T Writer 40-1 40-1 33-1 40-1 

Grewrtlirt ao-i bb-i bb-i aq-i 

fteaYferene 250-1 2SD-1 299-1 200-1 

£Ef74HyeqtvferB7e odUt pboei 7. % 3 


Cheltenham — 3.(5 

Here# C H L T 

fertfaraq 

DatoSfer 5-1 6-1 6-1 11-2 

OnSapocrtn 7-1 »1 C-l ri-2 

Sfadcw Laada 8-1 gg 7-1 7-1 

PHrioea ia-i a-i o-i n-i 

Grinae vt-i w-i w-i IB-1 

Reflwel gj P-i ib-1 VH 

Sm ra ilnu 22-1 20-1 20-1 22-1 

jfeMjM W-1 20-1 25-1 22-1 

HwHewocM 26-1 25-1 a -1 as -1 

Mgtfo 25-1 si Sd 2g - 1 

CateoaoW 4M 2B-1 8J 33-1 

Onartc EquMevr 25-1 40-1 33-1 40-1 

■fifing 40-1 40-1 40-1 40-1 

RedBtar 33-1 40-1 40-1 KM 

ShoodnaUrtit gj 40-1 68-1 68-1 

Leriy Drier 100-1 100-1 loo-i mo-1 

■fife 60-1 ttH 150-1 00-1 

EacfHuy a querfer naodfe pares. J. 2.3 


BETTHB:4-1 Eteedb.5-1 BoldfMb, T-1 Mwmrt«B-1 Ure 
Prejeet 9-1 Bee Spoex, HM ribn 

(A M?1 DARTMOOR LIMITED 
l™rJ STAKES (F) (DIV IQ £3,000 7f 

1 23GB ZALOnD(M)C0)4BB AG*n»9B 

2 -05368 ONAfnrran4B8 AMcCotiyHT 

3 ORO- 0ARtMMDfMB)p)(Bf}6BB RCMmB 

4 D0S02 BADGE (19) (0)798 A Bond (7) » 

5 -30044 lfl®aWTHfpj(CC)B9B.Taifct*Bt*i4a 

B DDCCD- WMOUWafraWBO* SlnOafP)! 

7 JDOOO' SYCAMORE UDGEpi^ 796 Hefeerel 

8 -as® IWEOPMSKrran (9)599 KMtl 

I MSB BUEISBiTraaB7 CTtoou»(3)7 


BEnHftM8MrtARpnari.MQMfertliA1K(>i»firairet, 
B-1 Had Garina 94 ItataltIM Hm»201 HaaCUOanr 

jc icl SHIRE HANDICAP (CLASS 
1- "rJ D) £5,000 added 1m 41 

1 SMH TOUGH LEADER (28) 4 BI) WRynB 

2 B0BB1 DWHAHrafCOJABI KMn3 

3 IBM PntBBfffXf (BFIBBIL XfeTHMr4 

4 -4(002 m>0FYH»n<IRBBn QDrtHdl 

5 t»a RNERCAPDMR(raSliMXL0vaarn2 

8 30322 DftEDBAR(H)687 -TMMntBY 

7 nax DOLME ECHO B(cq 0 70 _AMcCa8yp)T | 

Mhkus meiglt Tkr Mb SwaeMtOirifefiAi Mtt. 
smNBi M Drirtra. 741 Rkw Cqtete. 4-1 Md Of VHba,H 
toi(Ai feed* fi* frftfcr.n AUrac. io-i Dortfe Erin 


Results 


PLUMPTON 

2J10: 1. JUST MP (M A Fttsgenrid) 7-1: 
2. Dtok McCarthy 9-1; 3. Gorman 4-1 13 
ran. B-4 lev Go Go Henry (4th). Zh, Zk. (Mrs 
LFfichBitSs, AancteQ. Tote: CSfiO; E1E& C170. 
Eisa DF: £2ua CSF: £5733 Tha £®0a 
2-30: T. BMYUNE STAR (JFTTtey) 2-1 
lev; 2. Ketty Mae 3-1; 3. Hum Ti‘ Haw 14- 
1 10 ran. r*. dsL (Mas H KnigM, Wantage). 
TbtK £230; E15D £t3Q C29CLDF: SUD^ 
£744. TrkK C2SAD. 

3JXk 1. WESLEY'S LAD (D J Budwl) 
6-S tar; 2. TlaauB tf Lies 7-2; 3. Amart- 
oanval 9-4. 8 ran. a 14. (D Burch si Qsbrr 
VUet Tbte: £190; £130, OtKt CUD. DP C3BU 
CSF: £437. Trio: £i«L NR: Fbudanad 
3J3th 1. WADAOA (D J Buchal) 4-1; 2. 
Sqfyaan 94 tor. 3. SaBap W-l S ran. 12. 

3 (D Burehrt BrtwUrtsX £560; £3A 

ewa df: ram csr Cera 

4J»: 1. REGAL AURA (P hkta) 4-1: 2. 
Amber Spertrfl-1; 3. Crtna HO 6- 1 8 ran. 

3 - 1 fevMrtivsVbnim (piried up). 3 'h, 3 ID 
O'Brien ). Tbtts B4B0: £160 £300. £190 DR 
£Sm CSF: B41SL Trfcast E34M4. 

430: 1. STALB RIDGE BTLL (Mss A 
Goschen) 14-1 ; 2 . TWaat Led 4-1 ; 3. Briber 
Rector 4-11 bv. S ran. 20, 3 (J Dufesee, 
Q*V»mt TMe: £050; £220, £120 DF: 
£C0a CSF: C5S51 

SJDOe 1. MARY JO (M Batchelor} B-1; 2. 
Hkmlnate 2-1 fav; 3. BeYb-Mou M-l tl 
ran. I'A, ’A. (G L Moore, Brightm). tbte: 
£740: £270. cm ESBO. DF: EfiTti CSF: 
£1884 Tricast E154SS Trio: ES7DQ. 
Ptacepot £3580 QuatipOC CV350 
place 6: £7672. PfeM 5: £3170. 

STRATFORD 

2J201. MORE DASH THANCASH (AP 

BmL 4 ifl^Mer- 
rtta Jones. LenteuniTble: £30: EWUnsa 
E22Q DF: CMC! CSF: B&B. Trtaot £G£Sa 
280: 1. SHEKELS (Q Bnrfry) 5-2: 2. 
Cherokee ChW74 few; 3. Gale Tbl 7-2. 
10 iwl Tit, tX (C Brooks, Lairibourrd. tbte: 
Easftcisa £L2L£tfi DF; £400Ca^iB» 
Wo: £490 

320: i.DRAiiAKMG(Metaei Bremen) 

4- 1 ;Z Ponen# Secret n-io far 3. Grate 
BiHlsbfi-t 11 m. 1*/^ 4. (B Uewetyn, Ber- 
goetf ) Tbte: ESSO; £220, C13Q £330 OF: 
fttC CSF: £B7& Trio: E23.7U Wt Baau Cyra- 

na 

330: 1. MARTHA'S BOY (M 1 Stuart Robn- 
eon) 4-1 ji tor; 2. Joy For Life 8-1 ; 3. Vta- 
tagoCtiolc«4-i ittw. IS ran. Vb, (S8L (D 
FTobtocn, Lewosl TbtK £500; £300 £2M1. 
O20CF: 0030 CSF: J3&4& ThoTt^^ 
4.2ft 1. MARTEIX BOY (R JchfWOn) Tl - 

4 Jt lav; 2. FBpponee S-1; 3. Spring Goto 
H-4 jl «k 9 nn. Zh, hd. pjfe VanutA 

IAWuthi. HanvfanJ). Tbte: C4D0; Eiao C2J0, 
£170. DF: £2<ua CSF: Eatfia THcasc 
£13483. THo: £2910 

UB: 1. MOONUOKT AIR [A P McCoy) 


HYPERION' S 
TV TIPS 


3.15: Istabraq is sure to he heavi- 
ly bac^rd to ei<d a long losing run 
in this event for Irish-inuned run- 
ners (since Dawn Run in 19S4>. 
Favourite: haven poor recent 

record, so the value looks else- 
where. CadoegoldL and Red Blai- 
er haw place praspecn a* utitin^' 
lor^ ockla. i m Supposiu spread- 
eagled the opposition at Wincun- 
Ian last time and bails from the 
bang-m-form Richard Rowe stable. 
Richard Dunwoody s mount is the 
one to be oq if the ground dries oul 
DATO STAR, in contrast, is a 
mud-tow who was very improssh e 
at Hayaocfc last time. He will he a 
(araudable force here as long as the 
turf stays on the soft side. 

□CO 

3^5: EVEN FLOW was a wide- 
rpu r gin winner al Kcmpion. for 
whidi he was raised 101 b, and had 
a harder-fought victory at ILiv- 
dock, for which he wvnl up the 
handicap a further 71b, Both those 
races were over five furicmps short- 
er than this afternoon's nip, hul the 
opposition looks heatahle and his 
trainer is adamant that his lightly 
raced ninc-year-old will stay this 
distance. The proven Mamina of 
TfcH The Nipper makes Conor 
OTJwyer's mount the mam danger. 


I Cheltenham — 

3JS 

1 1nrrea 

rfoim 

C 

H 

L 

T 

LuvU-Ra* 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

0-1 

TMItteMppar 

B-1 

7-1 

7-J 

7-1 

GbamaRre 

7-1 

7-1 

6-1 

B-1 

Occoid 

7-1 

10-1 

9-1 

10-1 

muff MMuait 

9-1 

114 

fi-1 

fi-1 

| OorifeOEafriHri 12-1 

fi-l 

12-1 

ni 

[ tecbcallacii 

14-1 

6-1 

14-1 

G-1 

1 Ungukted Hterite 14-1 

n-i 

n-i 

M-1 

WhttAKand 

16-1 

W-1 

16-1 

_Hri 






| St Melon frif*ay fi-1 

H-1 

20-1 

H-1 

1 GWarWa 

20-1 

25-1 

20-1 

an 

EricfHrey a quarter As ottepOoci 1.2 3 

C • Coot H • VMan HI L- Ladntei T - Toe 


Cheltenham — 4.30 

H«M C H L T 

PapBon M iQfi 31 n-4 

Tina Fw A Run 31 1M 31 1M 

Bawl 8-1 7-1 8-1 B-1 

Wtttapwtty B-1 B-1 9-1 B-1 

cariboo Grid g-t 14-1 6-1 6 -1 

PhreBDancw 12-1 B-t 13-1 P-1 

Winter Bri la 13-1 D-i ti-1 9-1 

OrawalUd 14-1 P-1 g-1 14-t 

LoBbagonn 20-1 20-1 20-1 B-1 

OacyboiH 2S-1 25-1 72-1 25-1 

BanwriPonBQ 25-1 Z0-1 Z0-1 20-1 

In Thrill 33-1 20-1 ZD-1 25-1 

TtetePftwte«*lria25-T 25-1 20-1 38-1 
Tima Enough 20-1 2B-1 33-1 33-1 

Qcfrwy a quanortfeoctti: pboos. 7.2, 3 

C-CrtM H- WtomHLL-LaftRias.T-'HB 


Cheltenham — 5.05 

Korea C H L T 

itoartafria B bmtiM n-4 m w 
T bwprioo 7-1 8-1 7-1 7-1 

Grari Eaaaby 10-1 10-1 B-1 10-1 

Spuing Rhythm H um b-i 8-1 

torireneg 9-1 p-i B-i in 

Jaefc Brian tt-i g-i 14-1 a-i 
Ma tea ta ata 14-1 tM 14-1 6-1 

Span*! 10-1 H-1 w-1 g-i 

WonanRif Pteywaw-l tb -1 g-l K-1 
Ha8a Pwifnq 28-1 20-1 20-1 tfrt 
hurtHUter 6-1 25-1 11-1 2S-1 

H— wSfraari a-i 25-1 23-1 25-1 

Ajtegjgn M-1 2B-1 231 25-1 

Caatihartt 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 

CouaM 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 

SacflonSavan 231 33-1 zs-i 2S-: 

ChahnU 40-1 40-1 33-1 33-1 

DrtyBoy 4M 40j 2S-1 33-1 

GUM Core 26-1 40-1 331 33-1 

Sheriff 50-1 33-T 40-1 40-1 

Harbour tend 9B-1 50-1 50-1 JQ-1 

dMeawoi 3M 88-1 4Q-1 JQ-1 

JafBrtre 80-1 68-1 68 -1 50-1 

Sprtag Mqaflmn 6B-1 50-1 501 531 

Eacthwaya (pater ihe ortfe pbces. J. 22-1 
C ■ Oort H-WBamWL-LatibrttKT- toe 1 


7-1 fev; 2. Bavanflar fr4; 3. H Only T6-1 12 
ran. a 22. (J Spearingl Tot* £300: £111. 
ElflOi £230 DF: £330 CSF: CSSS Tho: CttB 
J w ri mra: E63497Q 
Pfenpot £960 Quadpot £43CL 
Ptace fi: £931 Ptaca S: C402. 

TAUNTON 

2.10: 1. BEYOND OUR REACH (J Har- 
ris) 7-2: 2. Sfnwd John 7-1; 3. Putbock 
Cavaflar 9-17 ran. EriAfavffabnsPrrta. 12. 
7. (R Hodgas) TbtK £400; £211 £260 DF: 
£1430. C9F: E21.X 

240: 1. D*NAAN W Lower) B-1: 2. Ure 
Em 9-4 tev; 3. (bond Apptauaa 25-1 12 ran. 
3 Vr. (M Ppe) Tbte EBfcO; £280 £120 ESBO 
DF: £1220. CSF: £2463 Ibcosc £41091 Trio: 
£8460. 

3.10:1. AVANTI EXPRESS (N W to teun ) 
&4; 2. CMton Bert H -11 tan 3. Storm Run 
»2 4 ran. a S IC Egertcm TbtK £210 OF. 
£T3Q CSF: C34t 

340: 1. FnzUKURICE ts MeNaa) 54 W. 
2 MHilao 100-30; 3. Khayol 10- 1 11 ran. 
a nk_ (C Brooksl TbtK £190, Cl®, £130 
£230 DF: £430. CSF: £629 Tho: E7SC1 Wto: 
limit The Damage. Rolcal. Tamar Uy 
4.10: 1. UERAWAHG (T J Muphy) 7-4 
fair. a. Mies Onriae 9-4; X BMbury Crn- 
tte 12-1 B ran. 4, 3t |P Mrtiols) Tbta: C2D; 
£14(X £1 ®l £260 DF: £260. CSF: C5BI Trio: 
£®2Q 

4^0: 1. KING TORUS (M-J Jutes) 1-2 
feu; 2. Fun ABrl B-1; 3. Holy Sting is-i a 
ran. a Wfctar DarinaD Tbta: £140; CwO 
£160. DF: C2.7Q CSF: C4DS 

5.10: 1. DRAGON KING (B Fenton) 7-1; 
2 Conpaaa Prtnur 3-1 tav, 3. SheBas 
Drawn 12-1 13 ran. i J /-. fli fC Barweft ihta 
£850; £230. £160 £420 DF. £W9a CSF: 

£2808. Tnesst; C24U1 IHo: £S65a 

PtoeepOt £2190 Quadpot 0490 

Place S' E379Q Place 5: SSStl 
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Fifth Test: Rain denies tourists chance to level the series 

England overcome 
by the elements 


By Derek Pringle 

in Bridgetown 


England 403 & 233-3 
West indies 262 & 112-2 
Match drown 

ENGLAND’S chances of win- 
ning this Test match and level- 
ling the series were dealt a 
cruel blow by unseasonal rain 
in Bridgetown yesterday. Al- 
though play eventually got un- 
der way after lunch, an episode 
that saw England dismiss both 
opening batsmen, further rain 
led to the match being aban- 
doned as a draw after tea. 

Although the outcome was 
desperately disappointing for 
those looking forward to an ex- 
citing, full final day’s cricket, the 

arrival of unexpected rain was 
entirely in keeping with a series 
whose sundry twists and turns 
have made it compulsive 
viewing. 

The EJ Nino effect attracts 
the blame for most pestilences 
and plagues around the globe. 
Now it seems its departure will 
be equally vilified, at least by 
England's cricketers and their 
supporters, who were no doubt 
confident of a second successive 
win, at the previously uncon- 
querable bastion of West Indies 
cricket, the Kensington OvaL 

In fact, the draw was prob- 
ably favourite, followed by an 
England win, even before rain 
had interceded. By the time it 
had stopped, however, and the 
mopping up had been com- 
pleted, only the possibility of 71 
oveis to bowl out the West In- 
dies was available to England as 


play eventually got under way 
at 1:01pm. 

But if the curious timing 
pleased those who live by such 
precision, it nonplussed Clayton 
Lambert, who after a shaky 
opening over against PhD Thfhefl, 
proceeded to sky a pull off An- 
gus Fraser, and give Errand the 
best possible chance of getting 
something meaningful out of an 
already abbreviated day. 

Lambert, playing only his 
second lest since his debut 
against England six and a half 
years ago, seems to follow a pat- 
tern when he bats. A stocky 
man, he appears to start off by 
taking oq the bowlers with 
some big shots before tighten- 
ing up and biding his time. It is 
a tactic many batsmen use, but 
with his side third favourites to 
win here, it was probably ill- 
advised. Undeterred, however, 
he tried to launch Fraser’s sec- 
ond ball over midwickeL For- 
tunately for England, it caught 
the top edge and flew high to 
wide mid-on, where Dean 
Headley, no doubt mindful of 
the sitter he had dropped the 


previous day, took a testing 
catch. 

The wicket left Philo Wal- 
lace, an even lustier striker 
than Lambert, caught in two 
minds. But if Ik began careful- 
ly, he soon opened his shoul- 
ders, and he brought up his 
half-century with a mighty 
straight six off TbfneU. 

Wallace, a riveting and 
watch able success here on his 
home ground, has been la- 
belled, by some eminent on- 
lookers as nothing more than a 
swiper. It is an unfair assessment 
and when he needed it, his de- 
fensive bat was straight and stilL 
Hs weakness, and one common 
to most lusty strikers, is that he 
plants his from foot down the 
pitch early in order to get his 
weight going forward. Howev- 
er, if the ball is not there to hit, 
as Andy Caddick’s nip-backer 
later proved when it had him 
lbw, it leaves him with no op- 
tion but to retract it back into 
line with the stumps. 

It was the first time in the se- 
ries, the West Indies openers bad 
been successful But if the break- 


Bridgetown scoreboard 


ENGLAND -Rnt tarings 403 (MR EhBnprakaMi 646 PTtape C3b CL Hoop* S4Q. 
WEST MIMES- Rut tootaga 232 (CBLwflbanHV 
ENGLAND -Second Innings 239 tor 3 dec (M AAftsncn W* 

WEST MHES- Second kntaga 

C B Lambert c HooOsy b Poser 

JS2mkx BObaSs. Bloats) 

PAWMBCetarbCsddck El 

£ 


54 ir*l, 103 txm. 0 tours. lab) 

C Lao not out ... 

rcto.SB bale. 1 toul 


fir- 


tbUbS). 


... i (tar 2, 1ST ndn, 37a ovsrS) — — — — —.—IB 

Mb 1-72 (Lambert], 2-VB 

aomtng:OSSSi*W lUnWI j«3*37U{Cnen» I 

audit BsMr 11-343-1 7-3-TI-H. RauwduiiH 2-1-frO (me Vdl 

Ftth W ato <Mwsd dot uri ttipn. Ran neppad pky ISJ-taSpm M84-1 CNWhoa <4, In 
B 239 CMS. «0 kiMOm 32 DM* R6P 222pm. EtM 90s GB *s\ SB tA 8 tank 1 dx. 
UlMkaK C J Mfchtoy (SA) aid E NcMb 
lonedasadisv. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 3560. Tuesday 17 March 

3 



ACROSS 

I Skilled worker makes a 
stair new (7) 

5 A sphere of liquidity natu- 
rally (7) 

9 As good as anti? Could be 

10 Support one in misdeeds 
being so? (7) 

II Preoccupation with out- 
side broadcast conference 

I! l&pin*. Los Angeles for 
Spanish is pivotal (5) 

13 In forbidden territory you 
must have had to do this 

IS flashing lamp on rail 
going over river is < 
as it should be (9} 

17 Clarify advice which 
smokers could find ac- 
ceptable (6,3) 

19 Something a bit extra 
about new hair treatment 
(5) 


22 Creature shy about sitting 
on a horse ( 5 ) 

23 Sour type has seafood be- 
fore dessert (4-5) 

25 Cooked teas at one will 
do more than fill (7) 

26 Some quite miserable list 

(7) . 

27 Suggesting younger m»e 
with no idea of tune? (7) 

28 Feature of uniform alien 
to English man (7) 

DOWN 

1 A hit with poem is fash- 
ionable (1,2,4) 

2 Flier secures right answer 
for movement of goods 

3 Natural light is filtering 
up into cavity (5) 

4 Hard fruit given minister 
is not potentially proper 

5 Show condescension in 
Hamlet, we hear (5) 


6 Women as a body press 
for decorative material (9) 

7 What royally need is a 
drink sent up about one 

8 &ed comes in to take 
plunder from horse (7) 

14 Create due changes in 
characters? (2-7) 

16 Space’s shape is changing 
to produce stress (9) 

17 If such, could be a sort of 
plant (7) 

18 Baby needs still to come 
in fresh (7) 

20 A time of success in or- 
ganising I atin for mar- 
riage Cn 

21 Spam allowed to dap peo- 
ple in iron? (7) 

23 Revolutionary on ship in 
which mate plays an im- 
portant role (5) 

24 where a fight could take 
lace about name in Alco- 

Anonymous (5) 


placet 


through brought Brian Lara 
and Shxvnarine Chanderpaul, 
to the crease, any hopes of part- 
ing them quickly - Tkfhell got a 
scuttler past Lara's outside edge 
- were dashed when another 
bom of rainfall arrived to send 
the batsmen running for cover. 

In some ways it was a bonus 
that play took place at all and 
when Atherton and his men 
turn ed up at the ground in the 
morning, the scene that greet- 
ed - rain and a ground covered 
with plastic sheeting- them was 

more airin to Manchester than 
an island in the Caribbean. 

When he first started at Lan- 
cashire, Atherton was a re- 
nowned weather spotter who 
rejoiced in watching ram falL Yes- 
terday, ^ with a captain’s concern, 
he watched grim foced as ground- 
staff praiered about mopping up 
the first significant rain to fall in 
Barbados since November. 

In this hi-tech age of 
water hogs and underground 
drainage, the method used to 
get water off the covers bor- 
dered on the farcical. Dressed 
in fetching yellow anoraks, sev- 
eral groundstaff would soak up 
the excess with mobile sponge 
mops before emptying the con- 
tents into a lone wheelbarrow, 
which would then be taken to 
ff«» boundar y and em p 

Unsurprisingly with about two 
acres of covers to mop up, it was 
a time-consuming process. 

With only the most opti- 
mistic West Indies supporters 
claiming that rain was, in fact, 
saving En gland, the delays ate 
away precious time, time only 
West Indies could afford to 

“ft .* 

waste. 



England’s Andy Caddtck traps Philo Wallace leg before in Bridgetown yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Lee leaves City with attack on club’s managers 


Football 


By Alan Nixon 


FRANCIS LEE’S turbulent 
reign at Manchester City’s 
chairman ended yesterday for 
“personal, family and business 
reasons”. The millionaire and 
former Gty striker, who was 
swept to power by popular sup- 
port four years ago, was driven 
out by spectator miscontent as 
the dub sit perilously in the Fust 
Division’s relegation zone. 

He went with a withering 
swipe at the Maine Road man- 
agers who he claimed have 
wasted millions on poor players 
and criticised the people inside 
the dub who “have tried to 
blacken my name”. 


The 53-ypar-old Lee resigned 
as chairman and as a director, 
leaving his deputy, David Bem- 
stem-aJifoking supporter who 
heads the dothing chain French 
Connection - in charge. Dennis 
fiieiat, another fanner CXtyplay- 
ex. becomes director of football, 
with John Wfcrdle, the boss of JD 
Sports, joining the board. 

Lee paid £3m for a 29.9 per 
cent stake in Gty in February 
1994. Eight managers and £3Qm 
spent on players later, they are 
facing relegation to the Second 
Division for the first time in 
their history - a struggle which 
still draws 30,000 crowds. 

“My family life, personal 
life and business life have been 
severely disrupted by events 
over the past few months to such 


an extent that h ha$ become 
impossible and impractical for 
me to carry on," Lee said in a 
s tatement 

“As a player I took great 
pride in playing for Manches- 
ter Gty and I was also very 
proud to have become chair- 
man. Consequently, over the 
last four years I have tried very 
hard to create a situation where 
everyone would be proud, 
pleased and privileged to be as- 
sociated with Manchester Gty. 

“I feel I have done my very 
best for the dub. However 
many improvements are made 
off the field it is the improve- 
ments on it for which the chair- 
man is judged. 1 leave with my 
integrity and character intact" 

Lee did not single out indi- 


vkhial managers, but the bulk of 

iqgnTT^ R T^nrirtT hk chairmanship 

were made by Alan Ball and 
Rank Clark. “We have not 
bought quality and organised 
them right. It has not worked for 
us on the pitch," Lee said. “The 
purchase of players have not 
been worth the value we have 
paid for them, with the odd ex- 
ception like Georgi Kmkladze.” 
He denied that he had in- 
terfered with team selection. “I 
have been a c cused of all lands 
of things which are totally un- 
true,” he said. “There are, be- 
hind the scenes at Maine Road, 
some very insincere people, 
who have tried to blacken my 
name. There were enemies 
within and without" 

Bernstein, who was brought 


into the dub by Lee, offered^ 
quick remedy and stressed that 
foe dub will have to cut-thcir 
doth according to their finances. 

“I know the tenaon that the 
supporters fee LI feel exactly die 
same way, absolutely awful,” he 
said. “We will give it everything.” 
However, he suggested the 
possibility of standing aside if 
new money was forthcoming 
and many obseivera fed his spdl ' 
as chairman will be short-lived. , 
Mike McDonald, the Sheffield { 
United chairman, has been ! 
pushing for a stake in Gty for * 
some time. jf 

The position of the manager, •; 
Joe Ro^whowas appointed in \ 
February, appears secure, g 
Maine line to nowhere: 
page 28 
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Wright outburst may still lead to court case 


POLICE have completed their 
investigation into an alleged 
outburst at fans by the Arsenal 
striker Ian Wright following 
the club’s 3-1 home defeat by 
Blackburn last December. 

Scotland Yard officers, who 
took a host of statements from 
supporters following the game 
at Highbury, could have thrown 
out the case but they decided to 
submit a file to the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service at the end of last 
week for advice on whether 
there is enough evidence for 
Wright to be charged and forced 
to undergo a court case, Scot- 
land Yard confirmed yesterday. 

The CPS could now take a 
couple of weeks or even months 


to rule on the case yet Wright 
is likely to know the outcome of 
their deliberations by the end of 
the season. 

The England striker is alleged 
to have launched a tirade of 
abuse at supporters from die win- 
dow of his team’s dressing-room 
after the game on 13 December. 

Blackburn’s manager, Roy 
Hodgson, plans to sign Coven- 
try’s Dion Dublin in a £5m deal 
this week - if GocdOQ Strachan’s 
men go out of the FA Cup 
tonight Hodgson has already 


made a move for Dublin and is 
willin g to pay the askfag price. 

The Manchester United 
goalkeeper Peter Schxneichcl, 
who tore a hamstring in his 
tide’s 1-0 defeat against Arsenal 
on Saturday, was none the less 
named as a non-flaying member 
of Denmark's 18-man squad for 
their fiiendty against Scotland in 
Glasgow on 25 March. 

The Walsall chairman, Jeff 
Bonser, has resigned fallowing 
demonstrations by fans against 
him at Saturday’s game at 


Grimsby. Bonser said he would 
be potting the dob op for sale. 

Southampton have signed 
the teenage striker Cosimo Sali 
on loan ftom the Italian Second 
Division tide Torino until the 
end of the season. 

The QPR defender Keith 
Rowland has withdrawn from 
the Northern Ireland squad to 
face Slovakia at Windsor Park 
on 25 March because his thigh 
wound wfli not heal in time. 

Wycombe have confirmed 
NeflSmfllfe as manager until the 
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end of the season. Smillie took 
overas caretaker manager when 
John Gregory was appointed 
Aston Vffla manager. 

Colin Tbdd, the Bolton man- 
ager, signed Swiss striker Gae- 
tano Giallanza last night to help 
the dub’s relegation fight. The 
under-21 international signed 
on loan for the rest of the sea- 
spa from the Reach tick Nantes. 

Bailee are studying a video of 
crowd trouble which marred 
Cheltenham Tbwn’s FA Trophy 
match with Hayes at the week- 
ends A hundred fens invaded the 
pitch after Cheltenham had won 
the game with the onlygoal min- 
utes from the end. 

Newcastle disunited, pag^L A 
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Spanish inquisition? 
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aston villa vs athletico madrid from 7:30pm tonight on 
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